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GREAT BRITAIN. 


The yeyry del the Parliament of Great Britain,continss d frows 
Page 48 of the preceding Regifter to the End of this Parliament. 
) 


es IE Houfe of Commons being met again 
ws rs on the 8th of fFanuary, fome Perfons 


. 


semi) laid before the Houfe an Account of the 
wit Duties payable on Battery and Metal pre- 
sll 3 par’d; as alfo an Account of Rhubarb 
Se} and Scammony imporred. And then fe- 
Neral Peritiois were read, and fome Orders made about 
the Eleétion for the Borough of Minehead in Somer/etfhire. 
Jan. 9. A Bill for building an Exchange at Briftol, was 
fead the firft Time; the Bill to prevent the clandefine runs 
ning of Goods, &c. was read a fecond Time, and coms 
mitted co a grand Committee; and the Bill for granting 
the People call'd Quakers, fuch Form of Affirmation or Decla~ 
tation, as may remove the Difficulties which many of them lie 
Mader, was read the third Time, pafs’d, and fent up to 
the Lords, Then the Call of the Honfe being farther 
adjourn’d to that Day Fortnight, the Commons took into 
Confideration the Eleétion for the Borough of Minehead, 
and refolv’d, That fohn Vicary arid Fofeph Sherry having 
prefam’d to a& as the returning Officer at the Eledtion for 
a Borough, in Defiance of the Refolution of. this 
fe, (of the 13th of June 1717) were guilty of a 
Crime and Mifdemeangr; and order’d, That for the faid 
Offence they be taken into Cuftody of the Serjeanc at 
<5 L Arms, 


7 i} from the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms, 
<< 
i 
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Arms. After this, the farther Confideration of thy 
Affair was put off ’till that Day Fortnight; when 
Strode, Efq; late High»Sheriff of Somerfetfbire, was order 
to attend, with Mr. Day the Under-Sheriff. In the meag 
time, Mr, Manfel was allow’d to be.the fitting Member; 
bur it was order’d, that Sir Richard Lane, Ke. be at_Liber 
ty to petition the Houfe, in relation to the faid Election, 
within fourteen Days if he thought fir. “i 

_ Jan. 10, The Commons confider’d, and agreed to the 
Amendments made by the Lords to the Bill for pucnifhing 
Mutiny and Defertion, &c. and fent it back to the Lords; 
after which, they order’d, That it fhould be an Inftruétiog 
to the Committee, who were ro prepare and bring in the 
Bill for the better Securing the Freedom of Eleétions of Membe, 
to ferve in Parliament, that they do prepare a‘ Claufe o 
Claufes for “explaining, amending, and making mor 
effectual, the Act of the gth Year of her late Majetty’s 
Reign, entitled, An AG for fecuring the Freedom of Parlia 
ments, by the farther qualifying the Members to fit in the 
Houfe of Commons. Then the Commons, in a grand Conl- 
mittee, confider’d farther of Ways and Means to raife the 
Supply, and came to the following Refolution, viz. That 
the Duties chargeable upon the Importation and Export» 
tion of feveral Goods and Merchandizes, purfuant to¢ 
Refolutions of this Houfe of the 14th and 19th of De 
cember laft, be appropriated and applicable to the fame 
Ufes, and in fuch Proportion, (as near as may be) as the 
Duties to be taken off, by the fame Refolutions are appro- 
priated and applicable. This Refolution was the megt 
Day agreed to; and it was thereupon order’d, That it be 
an Inftruétion to the Committee, who were appointed to 
prepare and bring ina Bill, or Bills, purfuant to the 
Refolutions of this Houfe of the 14th and 19th of De 
cember laft, that they do prepare and bring into the faid 
Bill or Bills, a Claufe or Claufes purfuant to the faid Re 
folution. The fame Day a Bill for taking off the Doty 
upon all Salt ufed in the curing and making of White 
Herrings, and inftead thereof laying a proportionable 
Duty upon all White Herrings confum’d at Home only, 
was read the firft Time, Then Mr. Poulteney reported from 
the Committee, to whom the Petition of divers Gentle 
men, Freeholders, and other Inhabitants of the City and 
Liberty of Wefminjfter, and Parts adjacent, in behalf of 
themfelves and others the Inhabitants of the faid Placts, 
and of the Publick; and alfo the Petition of divers Gen- 


tlemen, Freéholders, “and Inhabitants of the Counties of 
, Kent 
’ 
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(eit Suffex, Surrey, and Southampton, as wellin behalf of 
mfelves, and many others of the faid Counties, as in 
ehalf_of the Publick, in relation to the Building a Bridge 
over,the River of Thames, were referr’d ; and to whom 
e.Petition of fFobn Pond, Leffee of the Toll or Wheelage 
London-Bridge, was likewife referr’d ; the Matter as ic 
vappeat'd to them, and which they had direéted him to 
to the Houfe; and he read the fame in his Place, 
-and afterwards deliver’d the Report in.at the Table, where 
the fame was read. Then Mr. Molineux, Sectetary to his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, acquainted the 
Houfe; that he had, at the Inftance of the Committee, 
defir'd his Royal Highnefs’s, Leave, that one End of the 
‘Bridge intended to be erected, might be fet upon a Piece 
ef wafte Ground which. is Part of his Royal Highnefs’s 
Pollefions, as being Parcel of his Dutchy of Cornwall; 
and. that. he had receiv’d his Royal Highnefs’s Commands 
“tM acquainc this Houfe, that his Royal Highnef$ had no 
Objedion to the erecting a Bridge in the Place where it is 
edefir’d. And.a Motion being made, and the Queftion 
‘being put, that the faid Report be recommitted, it pafi'd 
in the Negative; and it was order’d, That Leave be given 
bring in.a Bill for building a Bridge crofs the River 
es; from a Place call’d the Princes-Wafh, in’the Parith 
Lambeth, in the County of Surrey, to the oppofite 
Shore next Musrhcreush- Beale, in the Parifh of St. Marga- 
tet’s, Weftminfler, in the County of Middlefex. 
-» Jan. 12, The Commons, in a grand Committee, confi- 
vder’d of the Supply, and refolv’d to grant the Sum of 
111,532/. 138. gd. for making good the Deficiency of 
the general Fund of 724,849/. 65s. 10d. per Annum, for 
the Year ended at Michaelmas 1721; which Refolution 
being the next Day reported, was agreed to by the Houfe. 
The fame Day Mr. Walpole prefented to the Houfe, a Bill 
for the Encouragement of the Silk Manufattures of this King- 
dom, and for taking off feveral Duties on Merchandizes bx- 
| ported, and for reducing the Duties upon Beaver Skins, Pepper, 
Mace, Cloves, and Nutmegs imported, and the fame was re- 
ceiv’d and read che firft Time. Then Mr. Sandy reported 
the Amendment made to the Bill for making more effeétu- 
alan A& x1 and x2 Will, Il. entitled, An Ad for the 
more effectual imploying the Poor, @c. which being agreed 
to, the faid Bill was order’d to be ingroft"d, 
. The Lords being met again on the oth of: January, 
their Lordthips read the firft Time the Quakers Bill; bue 
@ Motion being made, that the faid Bill be “read a fecond 
ii &2* Time, 
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Time, the fame was oppos’d by the Lord North and Grey, 
He. was feconded by the Lord Bifhop of Roshefer, who, 
among other Things, faid, * He did not know why fuck 
© a diftingnifhing Indulgence, as was intended by this Bill, 
© fhould be allow’d to a Set of People who were hardly 
. © Chriftians.”” To this a North Britifh Earl anfwer'd, ‘He 
© wonder'’d that Reverend Prelate fhould call in queftion, 
© whether the Quakers were Chriftiams, fince they were 
© fo, at leaft, by Act of Parliament, being included it 
© the Toleration A&, under the genera] Denomination of 
© Proteffant Diffenters.” The Bifhop fmartly reply’d,’ © If 
© was againft che ftanding Orders of that Auguft Affemm 
* bly to make any perfonal Reflections; and he thought it 
¢ a much greater Indecency to make a Jeft of any 'Thing 
© that was facred; and chat the calling the Quakers Chrifti- 
© ans by A&t of Parliamenr, was a Sort of Side-Wind Res 
* flection upon Chriftianiry icfelf; however, he would 
* Jet chat pafs, and referve to another Opportunity what 
© he had to offer againft the Bill.” On che other Handy 
the Earl of Sunderland, and the Lords Carteret and Bathurfh, 
having {poke for a fecond Reading, the fame was order’ 

for the Monday following. 

Jan. 11. Purfuant to an Order made before Chrifmag 
laft,:che Lords refam’d the Debate about the Building of 
Ships for Foreigners, which was open’d by Earl Coningsby, 
who was feconded by the Lord North and Grey, and Earl 
Comper. «: Their Lordthips fuggeited, ‘ That the Practice of 
* building Ships for Foreigners, may be attended with 
¢ very ill and dangerous Confequences ; for as fuch Fo 
€ reigners, tho’.at prefent in Amity with us, may yet, 
© one Time or other,. become our Enemies, they will, in 
© fuch a Cafe, make Ufe of thoft very Ships to fight 
$ againft ourfelves :« And that befides this general Confide: 
$ ration, the prefent great Scarcity of Timber in England, 
€ made fuch 2 Practice fo. much the more unjuftifiable, 
6 efpecially if it was confider’d what a great Number of 
¢ Ships had Iately been built for the French, fome of which 
§ ¢fixty or feventy Guns Ships,” : Toghis the Lords 

Castres and Townfhend anfwer’d ‘in general, * That they 
~ £ knew of no Law in Being to hinder any Ship-Carpenter 
© from working for any one char would employ him: 
© That the French, tho’ now in Amity, may, indeed, be 
* one Day our Enemies; but yet, if rhey buile not here 
* fach Ships'as they have occafion for, they might get 








§ chem built in Holland, or at Hambargh ; and a 
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of Opinion, it was better for us to get their Money 
¢ than our Neighbours: That, indeed, if we could hin- 
¢der the French from bailding Ships ae all, ic would 
© be prudent todo it ; but fimce they can Nave them in 
€ other Places, our prohibiting them to bey them. here, 
¢ would rather be detrimental than advantageous to us.” 


Tothefe Arguments the Earls Gowper and Coningsby reply"d= 
but the ewelve Judges, whofe Opinions the Houfe defir’ 
to have, not being alf come, by the Negleét of the Per- 
fon who had Orders to fummonjthem, (.nd who was re- 
primanded for it by the Lord Chancellor, ac the Bar of 
the Houfe) the farcher Confideration of that Affair was 

off till the next Day, when all the Judges were or- 
ted to attend, 

Accordingly, on the r2th of Panwary, the Judges chag 
were in Town being prefént, Earl Comper fer forth the 
pernicious Praétice which, for fome Time, had been car- 

on, of building Ships of Force for the French, nog 
only in the River Thames, but alfo at Briffol, and was fe- 
conded-by the Lord North and Grey. They were anfwer'd 
by the Lord Townfoend, who alledg’d, that there was ng 
Taw againft ie as he knew of, Earl Comper thereupon 
mov’d, that the Judges might be afk'd their Opinions as 
to that Point ; and being feconded by the Lord Coningsby, 
the Queffion ‘was put to them accordingly. Thereupon the 
Lord Chief Juftice Prat,in the Name of all the Fudges prefent 
pt Baron Montague, who defir'd farther Time to con- 

of it, ‘before he gave his Opinion) declar’d, Thag 

they knew of no Law, whereby the King was empower’ d to binder 
any of his Subjects ‘from building Ships for any one that would 
imploy them, whether Natives or Foreigners. Hereupon Earl 
Cowper fait, that if there was no fucl) Law, it was high 
Time there fhould be one, to put a Stop to fach a pernici- 
ous Praétice for the farure ; and therefore mov’d, that the 
Judges be order’d to bring in a Bill for that Parpofe. This 
Motion being oppos’d by the 'Earl° of phone sort Earl 
reply’d to him in a long and vehement Speech ; 
Which occafion’d r rational atte — 
Townfhend, the Earl of Sun » the Duke le. 
and the Eord Carteret, on the one Side; wank tbe tod 

4 Earl Goningsby, and the Lord Noreh and Grey, 
on the other Side: Bur at laft the Court Party dropt their 
Oppofition to. Earl Comper’s Motion, provided this Claufe 
(except Ficens'd by his Majefy) be added to the Bill to pre 
vent forthe firnre the building of Ships for any foreign State 
@ Potentate ; which was arder’d to be brought in. 





Jan, 13. 
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, Jans +3. The Lords. refum’d the Confideration of the 
great Debt>of the Navy, which occafion’d fome Debate, 
Earl Cowper, who.open’d the Affair, mov’d, that the Pa. 
Pers laid before the Houfe by the Commifiioners of the 
Navy, relating to the Number of Ships employ’d in the 
ick and Mediterranean, might be read; which. being 
done accordingly, his Lordfhip obferv’d, ‘ That one great 
© Caufe of the Navy-Debt, was, the not difcharging the | 
© Seamen belonging tothe great Ships when they were 
* laid up, but keeping them in Pay all the Winter, when 
© they were, of no Manner of Ufe.” To this the Lord 
Prevnaton anfwer’d, * That tho’ Seamen in Time of Win. 
ter might be, faid ta be of no Ufe, yet the keeping-them 





¢ in Pay was an Expence abfolutely neceflary ; for if they 
£ were difcharg’d, the Government would be to {eek for 
€ chem in the Spring, when they had Occafion for. them; . 
© fince Seamen cannot live without Bufjnefs, and if not 
$.employ’d in the-Royal Navy, they are fore’d to. hire 
= theméelves either to Merchants, or into foreign Ser 
Vice. 

_, Thepa Motion was made, That the not paying off his 
Maijefty’s Ships, when they came Home from their feveral 
Vayages, according to the ancient. Ufage of the Navy, 

t continuing them in. Sea-Pay during the Winter, till 

hey went out again, has been one great Caufe of contrad- 
ang fo large.2 Navy-Debr. And a Queftion being ftated 
thereupon, after Debate, the previous Queftion was. put, 
Whether the faid Queftion thal! be now pur, it was refoly’d 
in the. Negative, . 


oF Diffentient. 1% ; 

I. ‘TD Ecaufe, we conceive, the main Queftion ought to 
“p3i have been put, fince the Practice complain’d of in 
dt, ‘haying ‘been from the Year 1690 very frequently repre- 
fented again; to the Admiralry and, Treafury, by the 
Commiffioners.qf the Navy, (the proper Officers to give 
Adviee in’ fuch. Matters) and, who then were Men of 
great Experience, Ability, and, Probity; for being com 
trary to the .ancient Ufage of the Navy, giving great 
Difgukt to the Seamen, © and caufing an unneceflary Ex- 
peace of the publick;Money, we thought it highly.reafo 
nable to endeavour, that a Stop fhould be put to this Me 
thod, which was attended with, fo, many fatal Confe- 
quences; and we cannot but think, the putting and vo 
ting the main Qeftion in the Affirmative, would have 
greatly conduc’d co. that End. set 
‘ titi HI, Becaule 


* 
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Il. Becaufe it did not appear neceflary, at a Time when 
fo few Men were either granted, or indeed demanded, for 
the Service of one Year, that the Seamen fhould be treat- 
ed with fo much Severity, as not to be paid off according 
tothe ancient Ufage of the Navy, but keptin floatitig 
Prifons, as the faid Commiffioners of the Navy very well 
exprefs it, efpecially fince we find, that during the lace 
Warsy when 40000 Men a Year were granted; this was 
truly thought, by the faid Commiflioners of the Navy, a 
Way rather to prayoke the Seamen to defert, than encon- 
rage them to come into, or continue in the Service; and 
to be the principal, if mot the only Reafon, why ‘tis 
become fo difficult to get them again, when wanted. 

III. We thought, at this Juncture, when his Majefty 
had fo lately, in a moft gracious Speech from the Throne, 
fignify’d his having fo happily eftablifh’d Peace throngh- 
out Europe, it would be proper (if ever) to ufe our beft 
Endeavonrs, that the Seamen might partake of the Benefic 
of our mild and free Government, and not be liable to 
greater Hardfhips than ‘any of their Fellow-Subjects, as 
we think they will be, if this Prattice be fuffer’d to 
continue. 

IV. Becaufe fuch Methods ought to be ufed, as will 
moft contribute to procure the Affections of the Seamen 
to the Bervice, which, we think, the ancienr Ufage of 
the Navy will, in this Cafe, beft effeét; by which they 
will have the Satisfaction to fpend that Money within 
the Kingdom, for the Betiefic and Support of their Fami- 
lies as formerly, when their Ships were paid off, at their 
Return Home from their feveral Voyages; and will, we 
hope, prevent their abfconding from, and deferting the 
Service, and engage them cheerfully to enter into ir, 

‘whenever there fhall be Occafion; whereas, according to 
the late Practice, by the Opinion of the faid Commiflic- 
nersof the Navy, the Diffitulty of getting ‘them in the 
Spring, chiefly rifes from keeping them all the Winter; 
and yet the Difficulty of getting them again, is affign’d 
as the only Reafon for keeping them in:Pay during the 
Winter, altho’ ic amounts to an intolerable Charge upon 
the Kingdom ; it appearing by one of the Papers now 
upon the Table, that keeping them in pay all the Winter, 
comes 'to'near five Times as much as raifing them again in 
the Spring. 

V. We cannot but think it a very unufual Way of ar- 
‘guing in’a Houfe of Parliament, that a Queftion ought 


‘not to be put, becaufe it is generally admicced to be crue ; 
mays tho’ 
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tho’ at the fame Fim, thers may be too much Reafon to 

_ believe, that the Prattice complain’d of, will not be alcer'd 
without the Interpofition of Parliament. . 

Vi. We cannot conceive, the Treaty with Sweden could 
make it neceflary, as was alledg’d, to keep the Men in 
gy ail the Winter; fince it appears, by the Papers upon 

e Table, that very little ot no Time would have beeg 
loft, if the old Method of the Navy; of raifing, them 





in the Spring, had been follow’d,’by which much Money | 


would have been fav’d to the Publick; efpetially fince 
their fo early Arrival there, did neither prevent the land. 
ing the Czar's Troops upon Sweden, when, and where they 
pleas’d, nor, by any Action at Sea, Contribute to weaken 
aris naval Strength. 

Laftly, We take it to be very clear, that if any Ne 
eeflity, or fufficient Reafon was forefeen, at any Time, 
for the difpenfing with this Rule of the Navy, it oughe 
mot to have been done without his Majefty’s Confent in 
Council , it being, as we conceive, a fundamental Maxim 
in the Government of the Navy, and a moft effential 
Part of his Majefty’s Royal Prerogative, that no Rule of 
Eftablifhment in che Navy, whether written or unwritten 
and cuftomary, ought to be, or can regularly be abrogated, 
alter’d, or difpens’d with, but by his Majefty’s Confenr 
din Council, efpecially in fo weighty a Point,.as {pending 
the publick Treafare fo much fafter than it need have been, 
in the Proportion above-mention’d, and therefore we 
thought ic.expedient, that the main Queftion fhould have’ 
been ,put, and voted in the Affirmative, that this great 
and ufeful Prerogative of the Crown might, by cenfuring 
what.we take to.be a Breach thereof, (tho’ with the Tem- 
per recommended from the Throne) have been the better 
preferv’d for the future. 


W. Ebor. Strafford, North and Grey, 
(Cowper, Aberdeen, Guildford, 
Trevor, Compton, Gower, 


Bathurft, Uxbridge, Majham. 


‘Fan,.x5. The Lords read.che Quakers Bill the fecond 
Time, and a Motion being made, and the Queftion put, 
shat che {id Bill be .commiteed, the;fame was oppos'd by 
the Lord Bifhop of Rechefer, who, according, to his for- 
mer Affertian, endeavour’d to proves that the Quakers 
were no Chsiftians, His Lordthip was feconded and mts 
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by the Earl of Strafford, Lord North and Grey, Earl Co- 
aingsby, and his Grace the Archbifhop of York; but they 
were anfwer'd by the Earl of Supderland, the Duke of 
Argyle, the Bifhop of Peterborough, the Earl of I/ay, and 
the Earl of Macclesfield; and the Queftion being put for 
committing the Bill, was carry’d in the Affirmative by 
64 Voices againft 14. ' 

fan. 17. Their Lordfhips were to go intoa grand Com- 
mittee upon the faid Bill, but were prevented by an un- 
expected Petition from fome of the Lendow Clergy, which 
was prefented by the Lord’ Archbifhop of York, and 
was as follows : 





To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal ini 
Parliament affembled, a 


The humble Petition of the Clergy in and about London} 
with ‘all Submiffion fheweth, 


HAT there isa Billmow depending in your Lord- 
f thips Houfe, entitled, An AG& for granting the People 
call'd Quakers, fuch a Form of Affirmation or Declaration, as 
may remove the Difficulties which many of them lye under. 
Which Bill, fhould it pafs into a Law, as it may, in its 
Confequences, nearly affect the Property of the Subject in 


general, fo ic will, in a more efpecial Manner, endanger 


the legal Maintenance of the Clergy by Tithes; inaf- 
much as the People call’d Quakers pretend ta deny the 
Payment of Tithes upon a Principle of Confcience, and 
therefore as your Petitioners apprehend, may be under * 
ftrong Inducements to eafe their Confciences in that Ree 


» fpe&, by violating them in another, when their fimple 


Affirmation, on behalf of Friends of the fame Perfwafi- 
on, thall pafs in all Courts of Judicature for legal Evi- 
dence. 

However, the Injaries that your Petitioners in their 
private Affairs may poflibly fuffer, are, as they ought ca 
be, of {mall Account with them, in Comparifon of the 
Mifchiefs which may redound to the Society from the 


- Indulgence intended, as it feems to imply, chat Juftice 


may be duly adminifter'd, and Government fupported, 
without the Intervention of any folemn Appeal to God 
asa Witnefs of the Truth of what is faid, by all Perfons, 
in all Cafes, of great Importance co the common Welfare ; 
Whereas your Petitioners are firmly perfwaded, chac an 
Oath was infticuted by God himéélf, as che fareft Bond of 

hs M Fidelity 
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Fidelity among Men, and bath been efteem’d, and found 
to be fo by the Wif¥om and Experience of all Nations ia 
all Ages. 

Bat that which chiefly moves your Petitioners to apply 
to your Lordthips, is, their ferious Concern, left the Minds 
of good Men fhould be griev’d and wounded, and the 
Enemies of Chriftianity triumph, when they fhall fee 
fuch Condefcenfions made by a Chriftian Legiflature toa 
Set of Men who renounce the divine Inftitutions of 
Chrift, particnlarly that by which the faithful are initi- 
ated into his Religion, and denominated Chriftians; and 
who cannot on this Account, accomding to the uniform 
Judgment, and Practice of the Catholick Church, be 
deem’d worthy of that facred Name. 

Your Petitioners moreover crave Leave to reprefent to 
your Lordfhips, that upon the beft Information they can 
gets the Inftances wherein any Quaker hath refus’d che 

lemn Affirmation prefcrib’d by an Ad in the Seventh 
a Eighth Year of William Ill, have from the pafling 

that AG to, this Day been exceeding rare; fo char chere 
= be Ground: to hope, thar the fansionta Ufe of the 

folemn Affirmation, would by Degrees have intirely 
cused chat People. of all thofe wnfeafonable Prejudices ax 
gainft an Oath, -wbhich the Favour defign’d them by this 
Billsmay tend-to ftrengthen and confirm. 

. And your -Pesitioners hambly leave it to your Lord- 
Ships wife Deliberations, whether fuch an extraordinary 
Indulgence granted to a People already, as ‘is -conceiv'd, 

- teo pumerons, may not contribure to mulciply their Seét, 

+ and tempt Perfons to profefs themfelves Quakers, in order 
to be exempted from the Obligation of Qaths, and ta 
ftand upon. a, Foor of Privilege not allow’d-to the bef . 
Chriftians in the Kingdom. 

Your Petitiquers therefore chumbly hope, that thefe, 
and other Confiderations, which may offer them 
f¢lveso your Lordfhips great Wifdom, may in- 
duce your Lord{bips moc te give your Confent to 
the pafling of this Hill into Law. 

Aad your Petitioners; fhall ever pray, Sic. 








Sign’d by the Perfons following. 
Robert Mofs, D. D. Preacher of Grays-Inn (Dean of Ely) 
Folin Hatriay Lecturer of Grays-Iun. 
Fol: Watfon, Di Dz Reétor of St: Stephen Walbrook, 
Sa, Garwick, Restor of Queexhyehe, 
Hen, Fe, —_e Curate .of — 


. 
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Fra. Stanardy Curate of St,.Brides. . 7 
Phil, Vaughan. 85 , 

Thomas Cooch, Curate of St. Mary Aldermanbury. 
Luke Milburn, Curate of St, Martin Ludgate. 

Nat, Laily, Curate of St. Michael Queeuhythe. . 

J. Betts, Curate of Chrift-Church. 

fo. Abbott, Lecturer of St, Andrew’s, Holborn. 

Wm. Berryman, Lecturer of  Athallowes Staining. 
Wm. Thorold, Reétor of St, Martin Ludgate. 

Wm. Bedford, Rector of St. George Buttolph-lane. 
‘R, Rodrick, Rector of St. Michael Baffifhaw, 

R, Altham, D. D. Reétor of St. Helen, near Bifhop/gate, 
Ff. Pelling, Reétor of Sc. Anne’s, Weftminfter. 

Ir, Afiry, ReCtor of St. James Garlickhythe. 

J. Marfhal, L. L. D. Preacher at St. George’s Chapel. 
Fr, Brown, Reétor of St. Margaret Pattons. 

fof. Richardfon, Rector of Allhallows, Londen-wall. 
J. Hay, Vicar of Categton-firect. 

T. Vroughtor, Reéter of St. Swithen. 

F- Grafty, Retor of St. Zames, Dukes- Place, 

F Rover, Rector of St. Nicholas Coleabby. 

R. Scar, of St. Alban’s, Wood-ftreet. 

fof. Trapp, LeCturer of St, Martin's in the Fields. 
Joba Smith, Rector of St. Mary Aldermanbury. 


The Archbifhop of York fpoke in behalf of this Peti- 
tion, and mov’d that ic might be receiv’d and read; but 
the fame was oppos’d by the Lord Vifcount Townfhend, 
upon which there enfu’d along and warm Debate, chat 
Jafted till fix in the Evening, The Lord North and Grey, 
‘ the Earl of Strafford, the Lord Bifhop of Rocheffer, the 
Earl Coningsby, the Lord Trevor, the Earl Cowper, and che 

Lord Batinerft, fupported the Archbifhop of York’s Motion ; 

but the fame was warmly oppos’d by.the Lord Townfhend , 

the Earl of Scarborough, the Earl of Sunderland, Lord Car- 
teret, Duke of Argyle, Earl of Hay, and the Lord Bithop 
of Peterborough; and the Qpeftion at laft being put there- 
upon, ic was carry’d in the Negative by 6@ Voices againit 

24; Of this laft Number were the two Archbifhops of 
Ganterbury and York, the Bifkop of Oxford, the Bifhop of 

Litchfield and Coventry, and the Bifhop pf Rocheffer; the 
reft of the Prelaces then prefent being for rejecting the 
Petition, It is alfo to be obferv’d, that in the Debate the 
‘Lord Bithop of Sarum endeavour’d to mitigate che Mac- 
ter, and propos’d, that the Petitioners might have Leave 
,f0 withdraw theis Petition ; but this was oppos'd by an 

M 2 Earl 
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Earl in a high Station, who faid, that a Committee 
ought to be appointed to enquire into the Authors and 
Promoters of it, for he look’d upon it to be no better than 
a Libel. Another Court Lord took Notice of the irregu. 
lar Way in which the faid Petition was prefented to the 
Houfe; for if it wasa Petition of the London Clergy, it 
ought to be offer’d either by the Bifhop of that Diocefe, 
or the Archbifhop of Canterbury, whereas it was prefented 
by the Archbifhop of York, who was Metropolitan of ano. 
ther Province, 

The following Proteftation was enter’d againft rejecting 
the Petition. 





Diffentient. 

I. Ecanfe the Right of pétitioning in a legal Manner 

to legal Purpofes, does, we apprehend, apperrain, 
by Law and Ulage, to the free People of this Realm, 
and is as effential to the Subjeét, aéting within his due 
Bounds, as the Liberty of Debate is to the Conftirution 
of Parliament: And this Right, as it extends to petition- 
ing, even for the Repeal of Aéts now in force, by which 
the People think themfelves aggriev'd ; fo it juftifies them 
yet more, in reprefenting their humble Senfe of any new 
Law while it is underthe Confideration of Parliament; 
nor are the Clergy, we prefume, lefs privileg’d, in re 
lation to the Exercife of this Right, than any other of 
his Majefty’s Subjects; on the contrary, we believe chem 
as worthy of enjoying it, and as capable of exerting it 
to wife and good Ends, as any Rank of private Men in 
the Kingdom. 

II. Becaufe rhe Petition rejected, is, in our Opinion, 
proper and inofftenfive, as to che Nature and Manner of 
it, fince it partly relates tothe peculiar Rights of the 
Clergy in Point of Tithes, and partly expreffes their 
Fears, (as we conceive not altogether groundiefs) Jeft the 
Seé&t of Quakers, already too numerous, fhould, by this 
new Indulgence, be greatly multiply’d ; and left che Ho- 
nour of Religion fhould any ways fuffer, and the Foun- 
dations of Government be fhaken, by what is intended; 
both which it is the particular Duty of their Fundétion w 
uphold and fecure: We are not cherefore apprehenfive, 
that ic mifbecame their Characters, to interpofe on any df 
thefe important Points; and the Way in which they 
have done it, maft feem to us free from Exception, till 
fome Paffage in their Petition is pitch’d upon as obnoxi- 
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ous, and cenfur’d by the Houfe, which yet has nor been 
done. 

Ill. Becanfe the Petition fuggefts a particular Grievance, 
under which the Clergy will fuffer by this A&t more than 
any other Order of Men, which, as it had never been 
obferv’d on the Debates of the Bill, fo was allow’d to 
deferve the Confideration of the Houfe; and therefore 
had chere been any other Part of their Petition lefs unexcep- 
- tionable, (as we apprehend there is not) yet we do not 
think that it was reafonable to lay afide the whole on thar 
Account, and rejeét what was acknowledg’d fit to be con- 
fider'd, for the Sake of what was thought improper to be 
offer’d. 

IV. Becaufe the Clergy of London are not, in general, 
fo liberally provided for, but that they have reafon to be 
watchful, in relation toany Stepthat may unwarily be 
taken, towards diminifhing their Maintenance; which 
we look upon as. not duly proportion’d to their Labours 
in populous Parifhes, and to the various Employmencs 
given them by Infidels and Hereticks, Papifts, and divers 
Seéts of Men, diffenting from the Church eftablifh’d by 
Law, with which this Metropolis is known to abound. 
And as their Situation gives chem near Opportunities of 
obferving and knowing what may be ftirr’d in Parlia- 
ment co the Prejudice of their Order; fo we cannot bue 
think, that it becomes them to make Ufe of that Advan- 
tage in behalf of their diftant Brethren, as often as Need 
fhill require, efpecially at a Time, when the Reprefenta- 
tives of che*Clergy are not attending in Convocation, and 
in a Readinefs to exert their known Right of applying to 
the Legiflature on all fuch Occafions. 

V., Becaufe the Londen Clergy, from whence the Peri- 
tion came, are in our Opinion, and have been always 
efteem’d of great Confideration, with refpeét to their 
extenfive Influence, and their Abilicy to be ferviceable to 
the State in important Conjunctures; from this Body of 
Men, have proceeded many of the moft eminent Lights 
of the Church, and Ornaments of the Bifhops Bench, 
efpecially fince the Revolution ; and in the Reign prece- 
ding it, their never to be forgotten Labours put a Stop to 
the Torrent of Popery, then ready to overflow us; on 
which, and many other Accounts, we cannot but wish, 
that the Applications at any Time made to this Houfe by 
the City-Clergy, might be receiv’d with Regard and 
Tendernefs, and a more than ordinary Indulgence allow’d 
‘them, at a Time when fo great Favours are about to be 

~ — beftow’d 











94 Tbe Hiftorisal Regifter No XXV 


beftow’d on the profefs’d Oppugners of their Funstion ani 
Maintenance. 

‘VI. Becaufe, by Experience, we find, that the treating 
im this Manner a Petition from any great and confider. 
ble Body of Men, is. not the beft Way to allay the Ja. 
lonfies, and extinguifh the Uneafinefs that occafion’d jt 
a Mery contrary Effect having follow’d, according to the 
bef of our Obfervation, from the rejecting a. Peritign 

dately offer'd by the City of Louden; and the c‘tner figh 
Inftances are repeated, the more we fear the Difl«fteGtion 
of the People will encreafe,who thinking themfelves unde 
-Hasdthips, from which they defire to be reliew’d, may 
Jook upon it asa new, and yet greater Hardfhip not m 
be-heard. And cho’ the modeft and dutiful Demeanour of 
the Glergy, fhould no Ways contribute to cthefe Conk 
quences, yet we know not how far this may be che Gaf, 
with Refpect to. cheir Flocks, to whom their Perfons and 

.Gharatters are dear, and who may therefore be indue’d, 
by che Reverence chey bear co their Paftors, to exprefs a 
much Gonoern on their Account, ag they would on their 
owns for which Reafon, it wags our earneft Defire, chat 
this Second, and ‘in our Opinion, dangerous Experimeit, 
might have not been made, 





W. Bbor. Weflon, Aberdeen, 
Compton, Bing/ey, Strafford, 
Foley, Scarfdale, Trevor, 
Fe, Roffen. Guildford, Uxbridge, 
Gower, Mountjoy, Coningsby, 
Cowper, North and Grey,  Bathurft. 
Brifiol, St. John dé Bletfoe. 


Fan. 18. Afcer a fmall Debate om. the Navy-Debt, the 
, Lords went into a Committee onthe Quakezs Bill 5 and 
after the reading che firft Glanfe, the Lord Archbithopof 
Canterbury mov’d, that the Quikers Affirmation might 
not be admitted im Courts of Judicature, but among them 
fekves ; and the Lord Archtithop of York mov'd fons 
Clanfe, that the Quakers Affirmation fhould not go in any 
Suit at’ Law. for Tithes; but after fome Debate, the 
Queftion eing put thereupon, was cétry’d in thé Neg 
tive by 2 Voices againft 21; andafter fome farther De 
« batey the Bill was gone through. The next Day the Bill 
was reported, read the third Timej:and fent back coat 
- Conimon:. ; a 
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Hodie tertia Vice lecba ef Billa, entitled, An A& for grant- 
ing the Peuple call’d Quakers, fuch Forms of Affirmation ov 
Declaration, as may remove the Difficulties which many of 
them lie under. The Queftion was put whether this Bill 
fhould pafs, ic was refolv'd in che Affirmative. 


W. Cant. 
fo. Oxon, 


Diffentient. ‘4 

I, Pp Ecaufe the Privileges allow’d by this Bill to ctr 

Quakers, are without Example, and no Way’ pro- 
portion’d to the Sceps formerly taken, towards a gradual 
Indulgence of them 5 for whereas they have been hicherco 
under the real Obligation of an Oath, tho’ difpens'd with 
asto fome Formalities; with refpeét to the Manner ‘of 
wording, and taking it, they are now altogether releas’d, 
both from the Form, and Subftance of an Oath, and 
admitted to profefs Fidelity, and give Teftimony upon 
their fimple Affirmation 5 nor are thefe great Privileges 
indulg’d to them, as the lefs were, from Time to Time, 
and by Degrees, but at once are made perpetual, 

II. Becaufe we look upon the Quakers, who reject the 
Two Sacraments of Chrift, and are, as far as they do fo, 
unworthy of the Name of Chriftians, to be on that Ac- 
count unworthy alfo of receiving fuch diftinguithing 
Marks of Favour. 

Ill. Becaufe the Quakers, as they renounce the Inftiru- 
tion-of Chrift, fo have not given even the Evidence by 
Law requir’d of ‘their Belief of his Divinity, it no Ways 
appearing to us, (nor do we believe it can be made age 
pear) that ever fince they were firft indulg’d, 1 W. & a. 
one Quaker in an hundred hath fubfcrit’d the Profefion 
of Chriftian Belief, direéted by chat A&; ‘nor could-we, 
upon a Motion made in the Houft, prevail thac they 
thould even now be oblig’d, by fuch previous Sub{criprion, 
to-entitle themfelves to the new and extraordinary Pa- 
vours defign’d them ; the Confequences of which, mutt, 
in our Opinion, be, that they will encourage them- 
felves yet farther in their Averfion to fubfcribe that Pro- 
fefion of Chriftian Belief,’ which they feem more to 
decline than ever they did, the taking an Oaths fince 
great Numbers of them have fworn, tho’ very few have 
fubferib’d that Profeffion ; nor are we without Appre- 
henfions, that’ it may refleét fome Diflionour én? the 
Chriftian Faith, *if rhe Evidence: given by fuch Perfons 
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on their bare Word, fhall, by Law, be judg’d of equil 
Gredit with the folemn Oath of an acknowledg’d Chri- 
ftian, and fincere Member of the eflablifh’d Commu 
nion. 

IV, Becaufe we look upon it as highly unreafonable, 
that in a Kingdom, where the Nobles, the Clergy, and 
Commons are oblig’d to fwear Fealty to the Crown, and 
even the Sovereign himfelf, takes an Oath ac his Coro- 
Nation, a particular Set of Men, who refufe to ferve the 
State, either as Civil Officers, or Soldiers, fhould be en- 
tirely releas’d from that Obligation ; fince ’cis natural to 
expect, that Perfons thus indulg’d, as to the Manner of 
profefling, and the Meafure of performing their Allegi- 
ance, fhould, by Degrees, be induc’d totally to with 
draw it, till they become as bad Subjects as Chriftians. 

V. Becaufe, tho’ fuch extraordinary Privileges are 
allow’d to the Sect of Quakers by this Bill, yet there is 
no Mark or Teft prefcrib’d by it, or by any other Aét, by 
which it may certainly be known who are Quakers, and, 
confequently, who are, or are not entitled to thofe Priv 
vileges, from whence this Inconveniency may arife, that 
many not really. Quakers, may yet fhelcer themfelves 
under the Cover of thae Name, on purpofe to be releas’d 
from, the Obligation of Oaths, ic not being, we conceive; 
in the, Power of -che: Magiftrate, as chis Bill ftands, to 
oblige any Perfon to rake an Oath, who at the Time of 
tendering of it, fhall profefs himfelf a Quaker; fo that 
the Conceflions now made to that Sect, may provea great 
Inlet to Hypocrify and Falfehood, and will naturally: 
tend towards increafing their Numbers, which we rather 
with may. be every Day diminifh’d, 

VI, Becaufe we do not apprehend, that the Quakers, as; 
a Seét, are really under fuch Scruples in Point of an 
Oath, that ic is neceflary to eafe chem by fuch an Ad; 
few.of them having for five and twenty Years paft, fince 
their folemn Affirmation, equivalent to an Qath, was 
enacted, ever refus'd to comply with ic, and fhould this 
have now and then happen’d, yet, when che great Body 
of any Sectaries are not at eafe in their Confciences, the 
Scruples of a few, we think, ought not to be regarded, 
efpecially, if continuing che Law now in Force will 
probably excinguith thefe Scruples, and the Repeal of 
it will certainly give new Life and Strength to them. 

VIL Becaufe the Security of the Subjects Property, 
which depends upon Teftimony, feems to us co be leifen’d 
by this Act; che Reverence of an Oath having been 

. always 
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always obferv’d to operate farther toward the Difcovery 
of Truth, than any other lefs folemn Form of Aflevera- 
tion ; nor can the Quakers be'excepred in this Cafe, whofe 
awful Apprehenfions of an Oath, appear from their earneft 
Endeavours to decline it; and therefore where the Pay- 
ment of Tithes,; by them held to be finfal, is concern’d, 
they will have ftrong Indiicements to difghife the Truth 
in what they fimply affirm, rather than wound their 
Confcisnces and Credit, by contributing towards the Sup- 
port of fuch ah Antichriftian Payment: In other Cafes 
of Property, their Intereft only will clafh with their 
Veracity, but the double Motive of Incersft and Confcti- 
ence will influence them in refpet to the Cletgy, whofe 
Calling and Maintenance they equally condemn. 

VII. Becaufe the Inducement niention’d in the Bill 
towards granting che Quakers thefe Favours, that they 
are well affected 10 the Government, (a Pofition of which 
we have fome Doubr) might, we apprehend, be cy vey 
into a Reafon for granting like Favours to Deifts, Arians, 
Jews, and ever’ Heathens themfelves, all of which may 
poflibly be, as fome of them certainly are, Friends ta 
the Government ; however, their Friendfhip, we prefume, 
Would be cultivated at too great an: Expence, if, for the 
Sake of it, amy Thing fhiould be done by the Legiflarure, 
which might weaken the Security of all Governments, 
an Oath, and by thar Means, do more Mifchief in the 
Stare in one Refpect, than ic broughe Advantage in ano. 
ther ; and we, the rather, thus chufe to reafon, becaufe 
an Argument was urg’d in’ the Debate, and no Ways dif- 
allow’d, that if Heathens themfelves were equally of Ufe 
tothe State, as the Quakers ate, they oughc alfo equally 
by Law to be indulg’d ; whereas our firm Perfwafion is, 
that 2s no Man fhould be perfecuted for his Opinion in 
Religion, fo neither fhould any Man, whe is known td 
avow Principles deftruétive to Chriftianity, however ufe- 
fal he may otherwife be to the State, be encourag’d by a 
Law, made purpofely in his Favour, to continue in chofe 
Principles. 





W. Ebor. Gower,» * Aberdeen, 
Fr. Roffen, © Mountjoy, Trevor, 
| Fr. Ceffriens. St. Fohu de Bletfoe, Compton, 
' Strafford, Salisbury. 


nN jan. 22; 
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Fan, 22. The Lord North and Grey call’d for the Papen, 
which, purfuanc to an Addrefs made before Chriftmas laf, 
had been laid before the Houfe, giving an Account, how 
the Ships taken from the Spaniards had been difpos’d of; 
it appearing thereby, that fome of thofe Ships were fill 
at Port-Mahon, and others had been broke up as ufelef, 
the Earl Cowper found faulr, that they were not either 
given to the Captors, or deliver’d again to the King of 
Spain, His Lordthip was feconded and back’d by the Eall 
of Strafford, Lord North and Grey, Earl Coningsby, and 
Lord Bifhop of Rocheffer; but they were oppos’d by the 
Earl of Sunderland, the Earl of Uay, Duke of Wharton, 
and the Lord Vifcount Townfhend, moft of whom {poke 
fevera] Times in this Debate: And the Anti-Courtiers not 
having been able to agree among themfelves about the 
forming a Queftion to be put, that Bufinefs was drop’d, 

Fan. 25. The Lord Bathurf# brought again the Debt of 
the Navy upon the Carpet; and, in a fec Speech, took 
Notice of the-feveral Claufes of its increafing to fuch an 
immenfe Bulk, viz. The great Number of Ships that had 
been employ’d in the Baltick and Mediterranean; the great 
Numbers of Seamen in thofe Ships; and the keeping thof 
Seamen in Pay during the Winter Seafon; concluding, 
that, in his Opinion, thofe extraordinary Expences were § 
not, neceflary for the Service of Great Britain, His Lord- 
thip was fupported by the Lord North and Grey, Earl Cow- 
per, the Earlof Strafford, the Bithop of Rocheffer, the Lord 
Trevor, and the Earl of Coningsby; but they were warmly 
oppos’d by the Earl of Sunderland, Lord Townfhend, Duke 
of Argyle, Earl of I/ay, and the Duke of Newcaffle; fo 
that the Queftion being put, that the Aé of Settlement 
was broke into by fending the Squadron into the Baltick, 
the fame was carry’d in the Negative, by 60 Voices a- 
gainft 23- Then the Lord Carteret took Notice, that the 
laft.Queftion, though exploded by a great Majority, was, 
yet a Reflection upon his Majefty’s Minifters, if not upon 
the King himfelf. He was anfwer'd by the Earl of 
Strafford; but the Lord Vifcount Townfhend reply’d to him, 
and endeavour’d to prove, 1/7, That there was fufficient 
Reafon for keeping the Seamen an Board the Baltick Squ- 
dron all the Year. 2d/y, That what had been done by the 
Miniftry, with Reference to the Spanifh and Northern Wars, 
had been in Purfuance of Addrefles of Parliament. 

It is to be obferv’d, that che Honfe was now in a Com- 
mittee, which came co to the following Refolution. 


Refolv’d, 
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Refolv’d, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, 
That the imploying great Numbers of Seamen for feveral 
Years laft paft, more than were provided for by Parlia- 
ment ; and thereby increafing the Debt of the Navy, was 
occafion’d by Services, which either were purfuante to the 
previous Advice, or had the fubfequent Approbation of 
one, or both Houfes of Parliament ; and which were alfo 
neceflary for the Safety of the Kingdom, and the Tran- 
quillity of Europe. And the Queftion being put, whether 
to agree with the Committee, it was refolv’d in the 
Affirmative. 





Diffentient. 
1. Ecaufe the Queftion feems to us, to clafh with the 
Inftruxtions from whence it fprung, which was to 
confider of the Occafion of the Increafe of the Navy- 
Debt, that arofe from employing more Men in the Sea- 
Service than were provided for by Parliament; whereas 
from the Refolution, it appears only, that. the Services 
occafion’d the Debt, not what real Occafion or Reafon 
there was for thofe Services, which yet was the Point, we 
fuppofe, chiefly in View, and moft worthy of a Parlia- 
mentary Inquiry. 
II, Becaufe chofe Services are, in this Refolution, fup- 
pos’d to be juftify’d by the previous Advice, or fiubfequent 
Approbation of one, or both Houfes of Parliament; 
whereas it did not any Ways appear to us, that eicher 
Houfe. of Parliament had previoufly advis’d, or fubfe- 
quently approv’d fuch Services, tho’ the Vouchers, in 
that Refpect, were often, and earneftly requir’d ; nor 
doth ic appear to us, how that Affertion is warranted, 
tither by general Expreffions in Votes and Addrefles, or 
bya State of the Navy-Debt, communicated every Year 
tothe Parliament; and therefore being ftill in the Dark, 
asto the Evidence pointed at, we could with that the 
Growth of the Navy-Debt had been explain’d, and jutti- 
fy'd by an Enquiry into the Ends and Reafons for which 
it was contracted; but this Way not being taken, nor 
being poffible to be taken, till the Treaties, Inftructions, 
ad Orders, requifite to this Purpofe, are produc’d; we 
know not in what Senfe either thofe Sea-Services, or 
that great Navy-Debt they caus’d, may be faid to 
have been approv’d by this, or the other Houfe of Par- 
liament. 


N2 II. But 





‘ 


100 The Hiftorical Regifler N° XXVI 


HI. But had we been duly inform’d of the true Motives 
upon which thofe Services were undertaken, and thereby 
enabled to judge of their Reafonablenefs, (as we think we 
in no Degree were) yet ftill we muft be of Opinion, that 
thofe Confiderations, how important foever, would not 
have juftify’d’ the exceeding the Number of Men, afk 
of, and allow’d by Parliament, whichnothing but abfe 
lute and unforefeen Necefliry can ever excufe; whereas 
the Occafions of thefe extraordinary Expences were fore? 
feen, and the Fleets were fence ouc for many Years fat. 
ceflively, the Parliament fitting, without any previous 
Demands made of fuch Supplies, as were proportion’d to 
the Expence intended: And we are farther of Opinion, 
thac whenever ‘fuch a Debt is unavoidably incurr’d, it 
fhould ‘be efpecially ftated to the Parliament, together 
with the Neceflity that oceafion’d ir, at their next Affem- 
bly, ‘that the Excufe may be then either allow’d or cen 
fur’d, and the Exceeding ‘provided for in Time, infteadof 
being fufter’d to run on’ for many Years together, rill an 
itifupportable Debt is contraéted, withont any other No 
tice taken of the Reafons of its Growth, than the laying 
annually a general State of the Debe on'the Table of the 
Houfe of Commons, This we conceive to have been ‘the 
Cafe, arid if it be, do not err, we think, in affirming, 
that had the Services appear’d to have been neceflary, yet 
this Manner of increafing the Debt, would not have been 
warranted. 

IV. Nor can'we comprehend how the Safety of the 
Kingdom depended» upon thofe extraordinary Services, 
fome of which -were’ perform’d in the Mediterraneai, 
others ‘in ‘the ‘Baltick; againit Powers not at Enmity 
With Great Britain; whofe Friendthip (it feerms to us) 
we fhould rather have cultivated, and whofe Refent 
ments wé had, #nd fil] have (we fear) Reafon to appre 

OM, We cannot (bit think it the true Intereft of Grea 
Britain, to interineddle, as little as poflible, in the Qut 
rels of Frerope, andettien by our good Offices chiefly ,-with- 
oat declaring ty °Refolucion co fupportcour Mediation 
by Force; or nidking oprfelves either Principals or Partis 
ia Wars, ‘that do née immediately concern us. We lodk 
Gpon-oar Navy ‘(chenatural Security’ of our Ifland) # 
tao’! mtich' ‘hazarded, °and fome chef Branches of ‘our 
Trade as highly endanger’d, by the Confequences of tholt 
semote Expeditions ; nor are we yet fatisfy’d, chat th 

of VT : Peact, 








4 





inion, 
“dy it 
gether 
4 ffem- 
r Cen. 
ead of 
illan 
r No 
aying 





NOXXVI for the Tear 1722. 101 


Peace, by us mediated, and concluded in the North, hath 
noc made the Provifion of Naval Stores for our Fleets 
more precarious than formerly, tho’ on that fingle Article, 
the Safety of the Kingdom may poflibly depend; nor 
can we judge the le Tranquillity likely to laft, fince, 





after all our Expence,|the late Northern Peace hath reduc’d 
Sweden fo low, and le\'t the Czar in the Pofleflion of fuch 
Provinces, as may render him very formidable; and 
what Matters may ftill remain unadjufted in Treaties, 
whereby the prefent Tranquillity may foon be difturb’d, 
we cannot determine, fince we have not been indulg’d in 
our Defire of infpecting thofe Treaties, 


 W. Ebor. F. Roffen. F. Ceftriens. 
Cowper, Trevor, North and Grey, 
Wefton, Compton, Foley, 
Uxbridge, Strafford, briftol, 
Aylesford, Guildford, St. Foun de Blet{oe, 
Bayle, Bathurft, Scarfdale, 
Gower, Aberdeen. 


The Order of the Day (for the Houfe to be in a Com- 
mittee, to take into farther Confideration the Caufes of 
contracting fo large a Navy-Debt, and che Inftruction to 
the faid Committee, that they do, in the firft Place, con- 
fider of the Occafion of thar Part of the faid Debt, which 
arifes from having employ’d more Men in the Sea-Service 
in any Year, than were provided for by Parliament for 
fach Year, and from the not paying off all the Seamen at 
Winter) being call'd for, : 

A Motion was made, that the authentick Copies of the 
feveral Treaties, Inftruétions, and Orders, relacing co the 
Britifh Squadrons being fent into the Baltick, for feveral 
Years laft paft, be laid before this Houfe, that the true 
Occafion of that Part of the Navy-Debt, which the Com- 
mittee is inftruéted to confider, in the firft Place may bet- 
ter appear, as alfo, that the Act of Settlement has not been 
infring’d by thofe Northern Expeditions : And a Queftion 
being ftated' thereupon, and put, it was refolv’d in the 
Negative, . 


Diffentient. 
I. Ecanfe it being now admitted by the Houfe, in the 
Inftruction given to the Committee, that the 
Navy-Debt was increas’d, by employing more Men in the 
Sea-Service than’ were provided for by Parliament, and by 
not 
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Not paying them off in the Winter, the Intention of th 
Ronfe, in that Inftruction, muft, in our Opinion, mani 
feftly be, to direét the Committee to enquire inco the 
true Occafion and Reafonablenefs of thofe Services, by 
which the Navy-Debt was increas’d ; and that End could 
Mot, we think, be any Ways attain’d without a Sight of 
thefe Treaties, Inftruétions, and Orders, upon which 
thofe Services were founded; fince the confidering the 
Occafion of an extraordinary acknowledg’d Expence, 
muft, we conceive, imply an Enquiry into the true Canfes 
for which fuch an Expence was made; we did therefor 
think it neceflary to defire Copies of the Treaties, In- 
ftructions, and Orders relating to che feveral Baltick Expe 
ditions, becaufe, without them, we could not pofibly 
Fearn the true Reafons of thofe Expeditions; And it 
feem’d to us incongruous, thatthe Houfe fhould direc an 
Enquiry, and not contribute to it, by direéting alfo thof 
Materials. to be laid before the Committee, which alone 
could render fuch an Enquiry effectual. 

II. Becaufe the Want of fuch authentick Papers and 
Inftruments could no Ways, we think, be fupply’d by 
any verbal Reprefentations that might be made by Lords 
in the Miniftry, as Facts occurr’d to their Memory in the 
Debate, this, being no fufficient Foundation for any Par- 
Hiamentary Enquiry, much lefs for fuch a one‘as tends to 
approve, excufe, or blame che Meafures of thofe in Power, 
fince we cannot think it fuirable, either to the Rules of 
Reafon, or the Dignity of Parliament, to proceed to Re- 
folutions relating to the Conduét of Minifters, upon Faéts 
ftated by the Minifters themfelves. 

IE. Becaufe Motions for fuch Papers and Inftruments 
have been frequently made and comply’d with; nor hath 
any fuch Motion ever (as far as we can learn) till of 
late been refus’d. .The only Paper included in the general 
Motion, that we thought any ways doubtful, whether we 
fhould obtain, was the Lord Carterct’s Inftruétions, which 
was mov’d for before in this Seflion without. Succefs ; 
however, we -had Hopes of prevailing even for a Sight 
of that Paper, when it became neceflary, as we apprehend, 
to qualify the Committee of the whole Houfe, to do the 
Work appointed by the Houfe. 

IV. Becaufe the great Increafe of the Navy-Debt, arofe 
from the, frequent fending of rong Squadrons to the 
Baltick, and, continuing them there at Seafons of the 

Near, when the Britifh Fleer has feldom been known to be 
¢mploy’d fo far from Home, atid in fo rugged a Glimate,and 
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therefore we thought it reafonable ro expect the fulleft 
Satisfaction in our Enquiries into che Grounds of Expedi- 
tions, which had been carry’d on in fo unufual, expen- 
five, and hazardous a Manner, which the more extraordi- 
nary they were, the more they needed, in every Refpect, 
to be clear’d and juftify’d, thae the Mifapprehenfions pre- 
vailing without Doors, in relation to thofe Northerz 
Tranfactions, might be reétify’d, and fuch Precedents 
might not remain without the Reafons on which they 
were founded ; whereas we are now apprehenfive, chac 
any Refolutions on this Head, may lofe much of their 
Weight and Influence, fhould they be known to have 
been fram’d upon Faéts barely afferted by Minifters, with- 
out Evidence of any Sort, to prove the Truth of thofe 
Facts, 

V. Becaufe one great View we had in our Motion for 
thefe Papers, was to fatisfy ourfelves, and others, thac 
the Aé&t of Setclement had been no ways infring’d by 
thefe Northern Expeditions, a Point of the utmoft Confe- 
quence to the prefent Eftablifhment, and on which, there- 
fore; all our Care and Circumfpection ought to be em- 








\ ploy’d; *tis the Birthright of the Peerage, as to concur 


in the enaéting all Laws, fo to enquire into the Obferva- 
tion of them; and the more momentous the Law is, the 
more it becomes us to confider how far it hath, or harh 
not been violated ; and one great Inducement to our En- 
quiry into the Obfervation of this Law, was the Jealoufy 
entertain’d (as we conceive) on that Head by many of his 
Majefty’s good Subjeéts, obferving that the War in the 
North ended at laft in a Peace, which ftripp’d Sweden of 
all its beft Provinces, and confirm’d the Acquifition of 
them to the feveral Northern Powers concern’d, withouc 
any particular Advantage, that we hear of, ftipulated in 
behalf of Great Britain, befides that of a new Guarranty 
for the Proteftant Succeffion: A Sight of the faid Treaties, 
Inftruétions, and Orders, might, perhaps, have difpell’d 
thefe Apprehenfions, and therefore we thought it our 


. Duty to move for them, and to exprefs onr Concern, that 


fach a Motion was over-rul’d ; for we cannot think the 
Argument ufed for difcouraging us from infifting on chat 
Motion, (that it amounted to an Enquiry, whether the 
King had broke his Goronation Oath] was confiftent wich 
the Freedom of Parliament, or agreeable to the known 
Rules of our Conftitution, which free the Crown 
from all’ Blame, and fippofe thofe only, who give 
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pernicious Counfels, anfwerable for the fatal Effeéts of 
them. 





W. Ebor. F, Roffen. F, Ceftriens. 
Cowper, Trevor, North and Grey, 
Wefton, Compton, Uxbridge, 
Bingley, Strafford, Briftol, 

Aylesford, Guildford, Boyle, 

Bathurft, Scarfdale, Gower, 

Aberdeen, Foley, St. John de Blet/oe. 
Montjoy. 


 Refolv’d, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, 
that che Nature of the faid Services, neceffarily requiring 
fome of his Majefty’s Squadrons to be kept out the whole 
Year, and detaining others abroad till the Montrhs of 
November and December ; and it being requifite to fit out 
the faid Squadrons in the Months of February, or begin- 
ning of March, in order to their failing early in the 
Spring, the paying them off, upon their Return, wag 
inconfiftent with the due Performance of thofe Services, 
nor could the faving (if any) by fuch Paymenc have, ia 
any Degree, made amends for the ill Confequences, which 
muft thereby have arifen from the Difappointment to the 
Service. And the Queftion being put, whether to agree 
with the Committee, it was refolv’d in the Affirmative, 


Diffentient. | 

I. Ecaufe that Part of the Queftion, which concerns 

fuch of his Majefty’s Ships, as are faid, but not 
prov’d, to have been neceflarily kept out the whole Year, 
has not the leaft Relation, as we conceive, to any Thing 
that has been yet objected to, which was not paying Ships 
that came Home before the Winter; and ought, by the 
ancient Ufage of the Navy, to have been paid off ; and 
therefore, we cannot but think, was very improperly 
made Part of the Queftion. 

II. Becaufe, it being admitted in the Queftion, that che 
ancient Ufage of the Navy was, Thar all Ships, when 
they return’d Home from their feveral Voyages; fthould 
not be kept in Pay during the Winter ; (as was the Cafe 
of the late Baltick Squadron for fome Years Iaft pafs) and 
it not having been made appear, as we think, in a Par. 
liamentary Way,. that by any Treaty with Sweden, ie 
was neceflary to fend Ships fooner in any Year, thar 
might have been confiftent with the faid ancient Ufagey 
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are of Opinion, that this Refolution will encourage the 
Practice complain’d of, and will greatly contribute to 
make Fleets (fo much the Honour and Security of this 
Kingdom) too chargeable to be fupported. 

' JIT. Becaufe we cannot but be furpriz’d, there fhould 
be the leaft Doubt (as in the Queftion) whether any Mo- 
ney might have been fav’d by paying off the Men, whe 
it appears by a Paper upon the Table, that feveral Ships 
Companies, amounting to many Thoufands of Men, have 
been kept in Pay during the Winter; which Expence, 
we cannot but think, ought to be avoided, it appearing 
from other Papers and Reprefentations upon the Table, 
that by paying the Men off, more than five Parts in fix 
of the whole Charge of thofe Men, during Winter, had 
been fav'd to the Publick. 

IV. Becaufe a Refolution of this Houfe, that feems to 
countenance a Practice of this Sort, (at a Time when 
every Way of getting Money, at the Expence of the 
Publick,’ is not found to be lefs in Peoples Thoughts than 
formerly) may probably encourage thofe who fhall have 
Opportunity, in future Times, readily to contribute to- 
wards the Increafe of Navy-Debts, cho’ they are attended 
with fo many ill Confequences, that his Majefty in a 
moft gracious Speech from the Throne, has very lately 
been pleas’d to fay, they do not only affect all Publick 
Credit, but greatly increafe she Charge and Expence of 
the current Service, and are, of all others, the moft heavy 


and burthenfome. 


W. Flor. Fr. Ceffriens. Fr. Roffen. 

Comper, Uxbridge, Boyle, 

Trevor, Strafford, Foley, 

Bathur/t, Briffol, North and Grey, 
Scarfdale, Weffon, St. John de Bletfoe, 
Aylesford, Gower, Compton. 

Guilford, Aberdeen. 


Let’s now refume the Proceedings of the Coramons, 
On the 15th of Fanuary Mr. Hutchefon mov'd, That fome 
Claufes in the Aét of the 7th Year of his Majefty’s Reign, 
ttlating to the performing Quarentine [See Hiftorical Re- 
gifer, N° XXV. Page 30.) might be read, which being 
done accordingly, he reprefented, That thefe Claufes had 
Occafion’d .great Uneafinefs among all Sorts of Perfons 
throughout the whole Kingdom; and as, on che other 


Hand, the Powers thereby given, were fuch as could not 
ce) poffibly 








106 The Hiftorical Regifter. N° XXVI 


poflibly be put in Execution; he rherefore mov’d, thata 
Bill be brought in to repeal fo much of the faid AQ, 
pafs’d in the 7th Year of his Majefty’s Reign, as give 
Power to remove to a Ship, Lazarer, or Peft-Houfe, any 
Perfon whatfoever infected wich the Plague, or healthy 
Perfons, out of any infcéted Family, from their Habit. 
tions; and alfo fo much of the faid Act, as gives Powe 
for the drawing Lines round any City, Town, or Plate 
infected. Mr. Hutchefon was feconded by Mr. Godfrey and 
Mr. Heyfham, two of the City Members; bur though they 
were oppos’d by Mr, Horatio Wa'pole, Mr. Yonge, and fome 
other Courtiers, who were at firft furpriz’d ac that onew 
pected Motion ; yer, after two Hours Debate, in which it 
was obferv’d, that Mr. Robert Walpole was filent, the 
Queftion being put upon Mr. Hutchefon’s Motion, it 
was carry’d in the Affirmative, by 115 Votes againt 
4°. 

The next Day a Rill for building a new Bridge crob 
the River of Thames, @c. was read the firft Time; a 
was alfo a Bill for better fecurirg the Freedom of Elections of 
Members to ferve in Parliament ; and then the Houfe agreed 
to the Amendments made tothe Bill for Importation of 
Naval Stores, which was order’d to be engrofs’d. 

The next Day an engrofs’d Bill for reftoring and & 
building the Haven and Piers of Bridport in che County 
of Dorfet, was read the third Time, pafs’d, and fent wy 
to the Lords ; and the Bill for enlarging the Harbour and 
Pier of Scarborough in the County of York, was read the 
firft Time. After which, in a grand Committee, fome 
Progrefs was made on Ways and Means to raife th 
Supply. 

On Thurfday the 18th of Zanwary, Mr. Hutchefon pre 

/ fetited to the Commons a Bill for repealing two Claufes ia 
the Quarentine AG, which Bill was receiv’d, and read the 
firft Time. Then the Houfe being inform’d, that th 
Sheriffs of London attended at the Door, they were call 
in, and at the Bar prefented tothe Houfe a Petition of 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City 
of Lorxdon, in Common-Council affembled, praying, thi 
they might be heard by their Counfel, or ocherwife, befor 
the Bill for building a Bridge crofs the River of Thams, 
from a Place call’d the Princes:-Wafh in the Parifh of Law 
beth in the County of Surrey, to the oppofite Shore nett 
Peterborough-Houfe, in the Parifh of St. Margaret's, We 
minfler, in the County of Middlefex, do pafs; whereupo 
it was order’d, thac theffaid Petition do lie a 
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Table, until the faid Bill be read a fecond Time; and 
that the Petitioners be then heard by their Counfel, if 
they think fic ; and that the Petitioners for the Bill, be 
alfo heard by their Counfel if they think fic. 

Jan. 19. A Bill was order’d to be brought in, to enable 
his Majefty to make fuch Provifions as his Majefty fhall 
think fir, for the Children of fames Mackdonald, deceas’d, 
out of the Eftate of the late Sir Donald Mackdonald, their 
Uncle, which was forfeited to his Majefty for High 
Treafon. Then an engrofs’d Bill for making more effectu- 
al an Act made in che’ xrrth and 12th Years of King 
William II. entitled, An AG for the more effectual employing 
the Poor, by encouraging the Manufactures of this Kingdom, 
was read the third Time, pafs’d, and fent up to the Lords. 
After this, two Petitions of the Inhabitants of Southwark 
and of London-Bridge, praying to be heard by their Coun- 
fel againft the Bill for building a Bridge crofs the River 
Thames, were read, and order’d to lie on the Table, and 
that the Petitioners be heard by their Counfel if they 
thought fit. This done, the Commons, in a grand Com- 
mittee, confider’d farther of Ways and Means to raife the 
Supply, and came tothe following Refolutions, viz. 

1, That fo much Money as at Lady Day 1722, fhall be, 
or remain in the Excheguer, of the Fund commonly 
call’d the Sinking-Fund, fhall be forthwith apply’d towards 
the difcharging and cancelling the Exchequer-Bills, a- 
mounting to One Million, which, by Virtue of an Act 
of the 6th Year of his Majefty’s Reign, were created to 
be lent to the South-Sea Company, and which were lenc 
accordingly. 

2, That after fuch Application of the Money of the 
Sinking-Fund, which will remain in the Exchequer at 
Lady-Day 1722, the South-Sea Company fhall be difcharg’d 
of the Obligation of circulating any Exchequer-Bills, 

fuant to the Acts of the 6th and 7th Years of his Ma- 
jefty’s Reign; and that farther Time be given to the 
South-Sea Company, for Repayment of the principal Sum 
af One Million lent to that Company at any Time, on 
or before the 7th Day of June 1723, upon Condition the 
faid Company pay for the fame an Intereft after the Race 
of 51. per Cent. per Annum, from Lady-Day 1722, until 
the aétual Repayment of the Principal. 

3. That towards raifing the Supply granted to his Ma- 
jefty, a Power be given to the Commiflioners of his 
Majefty’s Treafury, or the High Treafurer for the Time 
being, co make forth, of caufe to be made forth at the 
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Exchequer, any Number of new Exchequer-Bills, {0 as the 
principal Sums to be contain’d therein, do not exceed 
One Million. 

4- That the faid Million to be repaid by the South-Seq 
Company on or before the faid 7th Day of June 1723, 
fhall, upon the Repaymence chereof, be apply’d to cancel 
and difcharge che faid new Exchequer-Bills now to be 
made forth. 

§- That the Commiffioners of his Maiefty’s Treafury, 
or the High Treafurer for the Time being, on-his Ma 
jefty’s Behalf, be enabled to contract with any Perfon or 
Perfons, Body or Bodies, Politick or Corporate, for circu 
lating as well the new Bills for One Million now to be 
made forth, as alfo fo many of the Exchequer-Bills which 
were made forth by Virtue of the faid two Aéts of Par- 
liament, (10 the amount of 1,919,912/. 105, or there 
abouts) as fhall remain after the Application of the Mo. 
nies of the faid Sinking-Fund, purfuanc to the Refolution 
above mention’d, fuch Perfon or Perfons, Body or Bodies, 
Politick or Corporate, undertaking to circulate the fame, 
ata Rate not exceeding 3 /. per Cent. per Annum, for Pra- 
sium and Intrereft, fo long as all the Bills fo to be circu. 
Jated fhall exceed One Million, and a Rate, not exceeding. 

| X.per Cent. per Anium, from the Time chat all the Exche- 
quer-Bills, fo to be circulaced, fhall be reduc’d to any Sum 
not exceeding One Million in the whole, and that fuch 
Contract may be made to endure for fuch Time as fhall be 
agreed by the Contra¢tors. 

6. That the Incereft payable by the South-Sea Company 
for the faid Million, which was lent them, to be com- 
puted after the Rate of 5], per Cent. per Aanum, as afore- 
faid, be made a Fund or Security, fo long as fuch Intereft 
fall be payable for or towards che anfwering of the faid 
Allowance, not exceeding 3/. per Cent. per Annum to che 
faid Undertakers; and that the Monies hereafter co come 
in upon the Sizkirg-Fund, hall be a Fund or Security for 
anfwering fo much as (together with the faid -Interelt 
payable by the South-Sea Company) fhall make up the faid 
Allowance, not exceeding the faid Rate of 3/., per Gent, 
per Annum, and for anfwering. the faid Allowance, nat 
exceeding the Rate of & per Cent. per Aunum o fuch Une 
Gertakers, , 

Thefe Refolucions being the next Day reported, were 
agreed 1o by the Houfe, and a Bill was order’d to be 
brought in thereupon. A Bill was alfo order’d to be 

brought 
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prefing all Annoyances within the Towet-Hamlets; and ‘the 
in repealing Part of the Quarentine AB, was read the 
fecond Time, and committed to a grand Committee. 
On the 22d of Fanuary' the Bill for giving farther En- 
couragement for the Importation ‘of Naval Stores, and for 
other Purpofes therein mention’d, was read the third Time, 
pad, and fent up to the Lords for their Concurrérice ; 
and then, in a grand Committee, the Commons confider"d 
farther of che ty, and refolv’d, That a Sum ‘hor ex- 
teeding 141093/, rss, 14. 1 be granted to diftharge 
the Principal and Intereft upon the Debentures which 
were granted to the Sufferers ar Nevis and St. Chrifophers - 
Which Refolution being the next Day reporred, was agreed 
to by the Honfe. The fame Day “the ‘Call of‘ the Houle 
Was farther adjourn’d to that Day Fortnight. Then the 
Houfe refum’d the farther Confiderarion of ‘the’ Petition 
bf thé two Conffables of the Borough of Minehead in So- 
Wwafafhire, and refolv’d, that Mr. Day, the Under-Slieriff 
of that County, having deliver’d the Sheriff’s Precept for 
eéting a Burgefs for the faid’ Borough, to Fohn Vicary, and 
fofeph Sherry, two of the Burgeffes of the faid Borough, 
wt not Conftables thereof, was’ guilry of a Breach of 
Troft, and Contempt of the Authority of this Houfe ; 
and order’d, that the faid ——— Day be,’ for his faid 
Offence, taken into the Cuftody of ‘the Serjeanc at’ Arms. 
Then the Bill for fecuring the Freedom of Eleftions of Méem- 
to ferve for the Commons in Parliament, was réad the 
fecond Time, and committed to a Committee of the 
whole Houfe. - 
~ On the agth of January, a Bill for paying off and can- 
telling One Million of Exchequer Bills, @c. was read the 
fit Time ; after which, the Bil] for repealing fome Clau/es 
in the Quarentine AG, was read the third Time, pafs’d, 
and fent upto the Lords. Then a Petition from the In- 
abitanits in che Level of Berméndfey, Rotherbythe, and 


Deptford, againft the ‘building of 4 new Bridge crofs the 


River of Thames, praying to be heard by their Counfel, 
qe read, and granced 5 and after Counfel had been heard 
againft, and for the faid Bill, and fevera] Witnefles exa- 


in'd, as to the Prejudice of the River of Thames, if the 

It thould pafs, the farther Hearing of that Affair was 
putoff “rill the next Day Sev’nnight, and fo thar Bill 
Was dropt. 
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On the 31ft of. fanuary the Commons order’d their 
Thanks, to be given to Dr. Marjfhal/,. for the Sermon he 
preach’d before the Honfe the Day before: After whith, 
a Petition of . the South-S:a Company was prefented to the 
Houfe, and read, fetting forth the great Loffes that Com- 
pany had fuftain’d, upen Pretence.of Srock held for f. 
veral Perfons, and by the Additions. made to the firft and 
fecond, Money-Subfcriptions, and the Subftractions from 
the third and fourth Money-Subfcriptions, and praying 
that the fame might be taken into Confideration, and the 
Company be aided and aflifted to, dere. fuch notorions 
and {candalous Practices, and to compel all Perfons who 
had receiv’d any of the, Company’s Money, on Account 
of Difference, or that had been concern’d as aforefaid, 
in the four Money-Subfcriptions, to, the Prejudice of the 
Company, to make full Satisfaction and Refticution t 
the injur’d Proprietors, and to refund the Benefic and 
Advantage they had made thereby:, But this Petition 
being order’d to lie..on the Table, no farther Notice was 
taken of. ir, : 

On the rft of February, the Commons order’d a new 
Writ,to. be iffu'd, our, for electing a Burgefs for Chipping 
Wycombe in the County. of Bucks, in the Room of Sir 
Fohn Wittewronge, Bart. deceas'd: After which, Sir, Joba 
Cope, Bart. a Member of the Houfe, charg’d Sir Francs 
Page, one of the Barons.of the Court of Exchequer, with 
endeavouring to-corrupt the Borough of Banbury in the 
County of Oxon, in order to procure Sir William Codrington 
to be chofen a Reprefentative for, the faid Borough in‘che 
enfuing Election. The Sum of this Charge was, that 
Mr. Baron Page had not only offer’d to. the faid Corpora- 
tion to forgive them fix or feven hyndred. Pounds, they 
ow’d him for their new Charter, bur likewife to give 
them, another large Sum in ready Money, which Sir fob 
Cope having offer’d to prove by undeniable Evidence, fet 
the whole Houfe into a. Flame ; and fome. Members wert 
for cenfuring the Baron immediately ; but Mr. Robert 
Walpole moderated that Heat, reprefenting, ‘ That it wa 
‘ unreafonable to arraign, condemin, and cenfure a Mat, 

efpecially one im fo.eminent a Station, before they 
‘ heard what he had ro fay in his own Vindication ; and 

befides, that it would look like prejudging the Merits of 
the Election of that Borough; and therefore he was 

Opinion, they ought not to take any Notice of thi 

Complaint, until the Election was over, and‘then, if 

any Thing of that Nature appear’d, the Houfe might 


.: proceed 
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proceed to cenfure as they fhould think fit.” He was 
fapported by feveral other Members of the Court-Party, 
who alledg’d, © That when they fhould hear what Mr. 
© Baron Page had ‘to fay for himfelf, the Matter mighe 
¢ appear quite otherwife ; and that the Gentleman who 
*accus’d him, might be either mifinform’d, or impos’d 
‘ upon.” Hereupon the Matter of the faid Charge was 
-order’d to be heard ac the Bar of the Houfe the 13th of 
that Month: After which, in a Committee of the whole 
.. Houfe, the Commons wene upon the Bill for better fecn- 
ving the Freedom of Eleétions of Members to ferve for the 
Commons in Parliament ; upon which there were great De- 
dates about feveral Claufes that were offer’d to be inferred 
in the Bill: One of them was, thac no Officer of the 
Cuftoms, or Excife, fhould have any Vote at any Election 
for Parliament Men, which was ftrenuoufly oppos'd by 
the Court Party, as taking away from the faid Officers 
their'Birthright, as Englifbmen and Freeholders; fo that 
‘after fome Speeches made on both Sides, the Country Party 
were contented to drop that Claufe. Another. was pro- 
+pos'd, importing, That no Perfon who did not pay Scot 
and Lot, fhould have a Vote in a Corporation ; bur this 
was alfo oppos’d by the Courtiers, who urg’d, © That ic 
© had already been adjudg’d, at Committees of Elections, 
* and agreed to by the Houfe, in feveral Cafes, chat fuch 
© Perfons, in fome Places, fhould have no Votes; and that 
© in other Places they fhould be allow’d to Vote, provided 
* they did not receive Alms from the Pariih,” The 
other Party, in order togive the Bill a more eafy Paflage, 
did not think fit to infift upon this fecond Claufe neither ; 
‘and fo the Bill was gone through, and order’d to be re- 
ported the 6th. 

The next Day the Commons order’d, 1/7, That the 
Complaint made the Day before by Sir John Cope, Barc. 
againft Mr. Baron Page, be by him pur into Writing, and 
deliver’d to Mr. Baron Page. diy, That Sir fohn Cope, 
‘Bart. and Mr. Baron Page, be heard at the Bar of chis 
Houfe by their Counfel, upon the Matter of the faid 
(Charge, if they thought fir. Then Mr. Farrer reported 
from the Committee of the whole Houfe on Ways and 
Means for raifing the Supply, the Refolutions which 
they had direéted him to report to the Houfe, as follow, 
viz. 


1. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that for 
the better encouraging and fupporting the Brafs Manu- 
fatories of this Kingdom, a farther Duty be laid upon 

Im portation 
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Gmpertation of Metal prepar’d, and Black Latten, -and 
Raw Copper imported, except Raw Copper from Eaf 


2. That the faid farther Duty upon Importation of 
Metal prepar'd, be fuch as hall make the prefent Duty 
thereon, equal to the Duty on, foreign Battery. ign 
ported. 

3. That the faid farther Duty upon Importation of 
Black batten, be 105: 7d. per Hundred Weight. 

4. ‘That che faid farther Duty upon Raw Copper im 
orted, (except from. Eaft-India). be 7s. per Hundred 
Weight. * 

5. That the faid farther Duties upon Metal prepar'd, 
Black Latten, and Raw Copper imported, (except Raw 
Copper from Eaft India) be granted to his Majefty for the 
Term of three Years, to commence from the 25th Day of 
Marth 1722. 

16. That the Sum of 56872/. 13s. 34. 4 granced for 
the Service of che Year 1721, exceeding the Service of 
that Year, be apply’d towards making good the Supply 
igeanted to his Majefty this Seflion of Parliament. , 

7. That for raifing the Sum not exceeding 141093), 
19s. td. 4, Part of the Supply granted to his Majelty 
for difcharging the Principal and Intereft.on the Deben- 
tures which were granted to the Sufferers at Nevis and St, 
Chriftepher’s, an Annuity, after the Rate of 4], per Cent, 

Annum, be charg’d on the Fund commonly call’d the 
General Fund redeemable by Parliament. th 
8. That inftead of the Duty ad Valorem, now payable 
for Pitures imported, fuch Pictures be charg’d with cer. 
‘tain Duties, according to the following Dimenfions, that 
is to fay, for every Picture of four Feet fquare, or up 
wards, the Sum of 3/, for every Pifture of two Feet 
fquare, and under four Feet fquare, the Sum of 2/,.and 
for every ‘Picture under two Feet {quare 21, 

g. That towards raifing the Supply granted to his Ma 
jefty, a farther Duty be laid upon all Apples imported into 
Great Britain. 

ro, That the faid farther Duty upon Apples imported, 
‘be after'the Rate of 2s. per Bufhel. 

11. That the faid farther Duty upon Apples imported, 
be granted to his Majefty for the Term of three Years, 
from thence co the End of the then next Seffion of Parlis- 
ment. 


The 
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The firft five of the faid Refolutions being feverally 
read a fecond Time, were, upon the Queftion feverally 
puctherenpon, difagreed with by the Houfe ; but the reft 
of the faid Refolutions being feverally read a fecond Time, 
were, upon the Queftion feverally put thereupon, agreed 
unto by the Houfe. And it was order’d, that it be an 
Inftruétion to the Committee of the whole Houfé, ro whom 
the Bill for paying off and cancelling One Million of Exche- 
quer-Bills, and give Eafe to rhe South-Sea Company, in 





* gefpeét of its prefent Obligation to circulate, or contribure 


towatd circulating, Excheguer-Bills, and to give farther 
Time to that Company for repayment of One Million 
which was lent to chem; and for iffuing a farther Sum 
in new Excheguer-Bills towards his Majefty’s Supply, to be 
difcharg’d and cancel’d when the faid Company fhall 
repay the Million owing by them; and thacthe Exrhe- 
quer-Bills, which are to continue, may be circulated at 
eafy and moderate Rates, that they have Power to receive 
Clanfes purfnant to the faid Refolucions agreed unto by 
the Houfe. 

“Feb. 3. In a grand Committee, the Commons went 
through the Bil] for the Encouragement of the Silk Manu- 
fattures of this Kingdom, and for taking off feveral Duties on 
Merchandize exported, ‘8c. as alfo through che Bil] to: enable 
his Majefty to make Provifion for the Children of James Mack- 
donald, deceas’d, Sec. 

On the sth of February, the Commons gave Power to 
the grand Committee, appointed to confider of che Bil 
for paying off and cancelling One Million of Exchequer Bills, 
@c. to receive feyeral Claufes; and then the-faid Com- 
mittee went through the Bill, and made feveral Amend- 
thents thereto; the Report of which was put off to the 
tsth. : é 
Feb, 6. An engrofs’d Bill for the better preventing Abuses 
committed in weighing and packing of Butter in the City of 
York, was read the third Time, pafs’d, and fent up to 
the Lords: After which, Sir John Eyles prefented to rhe 
Houfe, a Report of the Truftees in whom the Eftates of 
the late Sonth-Sea Direétors, and of John Aiflabie, Efq; 
and of Fames Craggs, Senior, Efq; deceas’d, are vefted ; 
which Report was order’d to lie on the Table. Then the 
Ameridments made to che Bill for better fecuring the Freedom 
of Elecions, Sic. were, with fome other’ Amendments, 
agreed to, and the Bill order’d to be ingrofs’d. The Call 
Of the Honfe was afterwards put of for a Fortnight. 

a Feb, 7. 
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Feb. 7. The ingrofs’d Bil for better fecuring the Freedom 
of Elettions, was read the third Time, pafs’d, and fent up 
to the Lords: After which, the Bill for the Encouragement 
of the Silk Manufattures of this Kingdom, Sc. was order’ 
to be ingrofs’d. 

Feb. 8. An ingrofs'd Bill for the more equal paying, and 
better collecting certain fmall Sums, for the Relief f Ship. 
wreck'd Mariners in Portugal, &c. was read the third Time, 
pafs'd, and fent up to rhe Lords: After which, a Bill was 
order’d to be brought in, For preventing Frauds in transfer 
ring of Shares in the Capital of any Companies eftablifh'd by 
AEE of Parliament. Then Mr. Farrer reported to the Houfe 
the Amendments made in a grand Committee to che Bil 
for paying off and cancelling One Million of Exchequer-Bilh, 
&c. which, with Amendments to fome of them, were 
‘agreed to by the Houfe. Then Sir ohn Eyles offer’d a 
Claufe to be added tothe Biil for enabling the Direétors of 
the South-Sea Company to pay their Debts, by difpofing of 
their Effeéts, This Motion was feconded by Mr. Pulteney, 
but was oppos'd by Mr. Robert Walpole, who fuggetted, 
© That the Bill being perfected and ready to be ingrofs'd, 
© it was not proper to add to it any Claufe, this efpeci- 
* ally, which, looking like a Tack, might endanger che 
© Lofs of this important Bill in the Houfe of Lords; 
© adding, however, that if the Gentlemen who were for 
© the Claufe, would move for a particular Bill to be 
€ brought in for that Purpofe, which fhould take up but 
© one Day or two, he would not oppofe it.” Hereupon 
General Roffe faid, * That for his Part, he was both « 
© gainft che Claufe, and the Bill, for two Reafons, 1/, 
© Becaufe the Directors of the South Sea Company had ng 
© Power from a General Court of the Sossth-Sea Company 
* to.move for fuch a Claufe to the Houfe, which, in his 
& Opinion, they ought ‘to have; and 2d/y, Becaufe, he 
© hoped, the South Sea Company were able to pay cheir 
¢ Debts without any fuch Power.” To this Sir John Eyles 
reply’d, That tho’ they had no fuch Order from the Ge 
© neral Court, yet fince, as he conceiv’d, it was for the 
© Benefic of the Company, he mov’d it, becaufe he knew 
& there was no Time to apply to a General Court.” He 
was again back’d by Mr. Pulteney; and after che Rill for 
paying off aud cancelling One Million of Exchequer-Bills, Ste, 
had been order’d ro be ingrofs’d, upon a Motion made by 
Sir Thomas Croffé, a Bill was order’d to be brought in, Te 
enable the South-Sea Company to difpofe of the Effects in a 
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Hands by Way of Lottery, or Subjiriptiqn, in order to pay the 
Debes of the faid Company. 

Feb. g. The Commons read the third Time, pafs’d, and 
fent up to the Lords, the ingrofs’d Bill for the better /wp- 
plying the City and Liberty of Weltminfter, and Parts adja- 
cent, withWater; anda Bill to prevent the Mifchiefs by for- 
ging Powers to transfer Stocks, 8¢c. was read che firlt Time, 
After this, upon feveral Peticions of divers Merchanrs 
trading to the Wef-Indies, and our Northern Colonies, a Bill 
by order’d to.be brought in for she more effetlual Suppreffian 

Pir. * 
ya The ingrofs’d Bill for the. Encouragement of the 
Silk Manufatlures of this Kingdom, &c, was read che chird 
Time, pafs'd, and fent up to the Lords; and then Sir 
Thomas Croffe prefented to the Houfe a Bill to enable the 
Sonth-Sea Company to difpofe of the Effects in their Hands by 
Way.of Lottery, or Subfcription, ix order to pay the Debts of 
the {aid Company ; which was read che firft Time ; and che 
Bill to prevent the Mifcbiefs by forging Powers to transfer Stocks, 
&c. was read the fecond Time, and committed to a grand 
Committee. After this, the Houfe proceeded to rake inco 
Confideration the Report of the Truftees in whom the 
Eftates. of the late South-Sea Direétors, and of febn Aiflabie, 
Ef; and of James Craggs, Sen. Efq; are vefted, aud the 
fame being read, Sir Fn Eyles, one of the Truftees, re. 
prefented, ¢ That. they had apply’d to the Barons of che 
* Exchequer to examine the late Directors upon proper In- 
* terrogatories, with Reference to the Truth of che Invea- 
‘ tories they had given in of their Eftates, and whether 
€ there was no Part of chem conceal’d or imbezill’d ; and 
* thar if they did not anfwer truly to fuch Queftions as 
* thall be put to them, they might be guilty of Felony 
‘ without Benefit of Clergy, as the late AG directs; pbuc 
* that upon this Application, they were told, that the 
‘ faid Barons had but two Copies of the Duplicates of che 
‘ Direétors Eftares, and that, as they were direéted by the 
late A&t, they had deliver’d one ro che Lord Chancellor, 
‘ and the other to the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons; 
‘ fo that for want of one of thofe Duplicates, they could 
‘ notexamine che faid Directors any farther.” Hereupon 
the A& to which Sir fobn Eyles referr’d, was call’d for, 
and read, and ir being found to be as he had fuggelted, ic 
Was order’d, that the Particulars or Invencorics of the 
“Eftates and. Effeéts of the late Sub-Governor, Deputy. Go- 
yernor, Direttors, Deputy-Cafhier, and Accompranc of 
the South- Sea Company, deliver’d by the Barons of his 

Pz Majetty’s 
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Majefty’s Court of Excheguer, or forme of chem, to 
the Speaker of this Houfe, and by ‘him laid before this 
Honfe; be deliver’'d by the Clerk of this Houfe to the 
Lord Chief Baron! of the faid Courte-of ‘Exchequer, ' who 
fhall give a Receipt for the fame; atid that Mr. Speaker 
do fignify the Pleafure of this Houfe, that the faid Lort 
Chief Baron, or Barons, or any two of more of them, dd 
éxamine upon Oath” che faid late Sub-Governor, Deputy: 
Governor, Direétdrs, Depaty-Cafhier, and Accomptant of 








the. Sowth Sea Conipanhy, refpectively,; concerning any | 


Concealment, Omiflion, or Falfity, in the faid refneAtive 
Particulars, or Inventories, or concerning any Alterati- 
ons ‘in their refpective Eftates, fince the giving in the faid 
Inventories, upon fuch Intérrogatories a§ the faid Barons 
fhall think meet. “After this, it was mov’d)’ thatMr, 
Aiflabie, and the' late Mr. Crazzs’s Execurors, might like 
wife be examin’d*by'the Barons of the Exchequer; but the 
Truftees reprefented, that as they weré not ‘mention’d in 
the Act, fo they could not be taken Notice’of ‘fidw.. Theg 
Bir Thomas Croffe atqivainted the Houfe, * That there being 
© above a thoufand Claims to the late Dire¢tors Eftates al- 
© ready enter’d, it wis imfoffible for ‘thie-Truftees to hear 
¢ and determine them ‘in’fo fhore a Time, as the late AG 


®‘dllow’d for that Porpofe, viz, till ‘the sft of Angup | 


€ 3722, and theréfore he 'mov'd, thatthe’ Time might be 
* enlarg’d.” He’ was feconded by Sir’ Fohn Fyles, and 
thereupon a Bill’ twas Order’d to be broughe ‘in, To proms 
the Time for hearing and determining Claims before the' fai 
Fruffees, Sc. , 4 

By this Time, the Lords had fent' feveral Meflages to 
thé Commons, to atqiaine them, that their Lordthips had 
pafs’d feveral Bills, that had been’ fene-up ‘to them from 


the Gommons; of which’ the King being inform’d, hs § 


Majefty; on the rath Sf February, went -to’ the Houfe of 
Peers with the’ ufual Stare and Solemmnity, ‘and the Com- 
mons being fent “fok mp, and attehdiig, his Majefty 
gave the Royal Affent ro thé followiiig: publick Bills, 
biz, re 
‘3: An AE for continning the Duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder, 
end Perry, to'vdife Mohey by Way of a Lottery for 'the Service of 
the Year 17225 aid for transferring tlie Deficiencies of a latt 
Male-A&t to'the Land-Tax for the faid Year’; and for giving 
Time for inferting the’ Morey given with Apprentices in thet 
Indentures 5 and eouching loft Brlls, Tickets, ar Orders ; and fet 
exchanging the Ticketsin the Exchequer for’ Certipcates ; rs 
: t 
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for fuppreffing Lotteries, denominated Sales, and other private 
Lotteries ; and for enlarging the Time for the Accomptant-Ge- 
neral of the Bank of England te return Duplicates of An- 
auities into the Exchequer. ; 

22. An At for taking off the Duty upon all Sale us'd in 
the Curing of Red-Hervings, and layixg a proportionable Duty 
upon, all. Red-Hersings confum'd at Home only; axd for afcer- 
taining the Cuffoms and. Excife payable for the Sugar. Houfes 
it Scotland ; and for making an Allowance for Salt lof? in any 
Harbour or River of this Realm ; and for she better fecuring 
the Duties on Sale deliver'd in Scotland. 

3. An AE for. the punifhing Mutiny and Defertion, and for 
the better Payment of the Army and their Quarters, 

‘q An AE to enable his Majefty effeftually to prohibit Com- 
wierce (for the Space of one Year) with any Country, that is, 
‘or fall be, infected with the Plague; and for fhortening the 
Continuance of an AE pafs’d in the 7th Year of his Majefy’s 
Reign, entitled, An AG for repealing an AE made in the gth 
Tear of her late. Majefty Queen Anne, entitled, An AE to 
oblige Ships coming from Places infeéted, more effectually to 
pétform their piers and for the better preventing the 
Plagne being brought from foreign Parts into Great Bricain 








or ireland, or the Ifles of Guernfey, Jerfey, Alderney, 
Sark, ‘or Man; and to hinder the {preading of Infection. 


5. An AE for répealing fuch Claufes in the AB pafi'd in 
the 7th Year of his Majefty’s Reign, (relating to Quarentine 
and the Plague) as. give Power to remove Perfons from their 
‘Habitations, or to make Lines about Places infected. 

6. An A& for giving farther Encouragement for the 
Importation of sevel Stores, and for “other Purpofes therein 
mention d. 

“9, An 4& for granting the People, call’d Quakers, fuch 
Forms of Affirmation er Declaration, as may remove the Diff 
culties which many of them lie under. 

8. An AE for more equal paying and better collecting cer- 
tain fmall Swms therein mention’d, for Relief of Shipwreck'd 
‘Mariners, and difitefs'd Perfons, (his Majefiy’s Subjects) in the 
Kingdom of Poritipal, and for other pious and charitable 
Purpofes, ufually contributed to by the Merchants trading to 
Portugal. 
|g, An AE for reftoring and rebuilding the Haven and Pieys 
of Bridport in she County of Dorfet, and for making a Sluice 
there, , 

10. An Alt fer amendirg the Highways leadizg from 
‘Brampton Bridge, ‘near Church Brampton in the Ccunty of 
Northampron, through the Parifh of Ti.ornby, to 4 Bridge 
— h cali'd 
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call’d Welford Bridge, in the Parifh of Welford in the fag 
County, and alfo the great Poft-Road from a Place caltg 
Mottar Pitt Hill, ix the Parifh of Pisford in the {aid Coumy, 
through the Towns and Parifhes of Brixworth, Lampon, 
Maidwell, Kelmarfh, end Oxendon Magna, to 4 Bridge 
eall’d Chain Bridge, /eading into Market Harborough in 
County of Leicefter. 

11. Aa AG to explain and amend the Act pafs'd in the 34 
Year of his prefext Majefiy’s Reign, for repairing the High» 
from feveral Places therein mention’d, leading tower 





Highgate Gate-houfe, and Hampftead in the County ff 
Middlefex. 

12. An AG for continuing an AEb pafs’d in the 10th Yeu 
of her late Majefty, entitled, An Act for repairing the High- 
way between a certain Place call’d Kilburn Bridge in the Couje 
ty of Middlefex, and Sparrows Hern in the County of Hert 
ford, and for making the faid AE more effettual. 


r ; An Gét for laying 4 Duty of Two Pennies Scots, or One 
Sixth Part of 4 Penny Sterling, upon every Scots Pint of Ale 
or Beer that fhall be brew'd for Sale, vended, or sapped withig 
the Town of Elgin, and Privileges thereof, for paying the pub- 
lick Debts of the faid Town, and for other the Purpofes there 
im mention'd. 

14. An Aé& for making the River Eden navigable, 
Bank-End ix the County of Cumberland. 

And to Eleven Private Bills. 


The Commons being return’d to their Houfe, read the 
third Time, pafs’d, and fence up to the Lords, the Bill 
fer paying off and cancelling One Million of Exchequer-Bilis, 
Xe. 

Let’s now attend the Proceedings of the Lords. On the 
-2f of February, their Lordfhips, in a grand Committee, 
refum’d the Confideration of the Navy-Debt; and the 
Debare was open’d by che Earl of Uxbridge’s moving, that 
fome Accounts and Orders, relating to the Victualling 
when the Fleets were in the Baltick and Mediterranean, 
might be read. After the reading of fome of thofe Pa- 
pers, his Lordthip refuming his Speech, endeavour’d to 
thew, * That one Occafion of the Increafe of the Navy- 
© Debt, was the Ships being victuall’d abroad, by che 
€ Commanders, and not by the proper Officers of the 
© Victualling-Office, who are Cheques upon one another ; 
© whereas the ocher Way there might be great Abufes, by 
© Commanders charging more to the Government for che 
* Provilions, chan they feally coft.” The Lord Zorrington 

* thinking 
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thinking himfelf reflected upon, as he was Commander 
in Chief in the Mediterranean, endeavour’d to juftify him- 
felf from any Imputation of that Nature, and among 
other Things alledg’d, * That Provifions were much dearer 
6 there than in England; that it was impoflible to carry 
€ fach Quantities from hence, as would ferve for any long 
‘ Time; and therefore they are oblig’d to buy them there 
¢ at any Rate.” His Lordfhip was fupported by the Lord 
Vifcount Townfhend and the Earl of diay; and tho’ the 
Earl Cowper, the Lord Bathurft, the Earl of Strafford, and 
the Earl Coningsby, back’d the Earl of Uxbridge, yet the 
Queftion was put, that the Victualling his Majefty’s Ships 
by any other than the Victuallers appointed for that Ser- 
vice, or their Agents, is contrary to the Courfe of che 
Navy, and by taking away the proper Cheques, is one 
great Caufe of contracting fo large a Navy-Debr; bur ic 
was rcfolv’d in the Negative without dividing; where- 
upon feveral Lords enter’d the following Proteft. 


Diffentient. 


I. TP Ecaufe it being, unqueftionably, the ancient Courfe 

of the Navy to victual all his Majefty’s Ships, 
above fixth Rates, by the Commiffioners of the Viétual- 
ling, or their Agents, unlefs in Cafe of Neceffity; and ic 
appearing to us, by a Paper return’d before this Houfe, 
from the Viétualling-Office, that many Ships, and Squa- 
drons of Ships, have been of late Years vi¢tualled by the 
Commanders, very few of which were fo vittualled by 
any Order, and amongft thofe many Inftances, a few 
only were excus’d, becaufe there being no Agents for the 
Vi@ualling-Office, nor any Stores in the Places where the 
Ships then were ; we think it reafonable to conclude, chae 
allthe feveral Vidtuallings in the faid Paper contain’d, 
being much the greater Number, which were neither ex- 
cusd therein, nor faid to be order’d, were fo provided 
without any Order or Excufe whatfoever, and, confe- 
quently, were a needlefs Breach of the faid good Courfe 
of the Navy; and by taking away the proper Cheque 





‘ made to fave the Publick Money, muft, in our Opinion, 


neceffarily have been one of the Occafions of the Increafe 
of the Navy-Debe. 
II. We cannot but obferve, that if the faid Excufe bad 


‘(in the Paper above-mention’d) been apply’d to all the 


feveral Inftances there, of Viétualling in a Manner con- 
trary to che Courfe of the Navy, yet it had been infuffi- 


cient ; fince it is not alledg’d, chat Agents for the Vittu- 
alling, 
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alling, and Stores might not have been timely had iit the 
Places where the Ships were viétualled, if due Notice 
had been given to the Commiffioners of the Victualling, 
and proper Precautions and Endeavours had been ufed 
thae End. , 

III. We cannot but think, that carrying this Queftiog 
in the Negative, will undoubtedly encourage this Breach 
of the Courfe of the Navy, as it is acknowledg’d to be; 
and in Confequence, put it into the Power of every Ad 
miral, or Commander in Chief of any Squadron, ang 
every Commander of a particular Ship, noc only to fup 
nifh fuch Provifions, both in Quantity and Quality, x 
they fhall think fic; but by letting the Men go on Short, 





when in Port, on Pretence of fupplying Provifions, leayg | 


a Charge on the Publick, for Want of the proper Chequs, 
tho’ to che Detriment of the Sea-Service. 

' IV, Becaufe by this Leave given to che Commanders on 
the Head of the Vidtualling, they have it in their Pow 

(through the Wanc of the faid true and ancient Cheque 
to bring a very great Charge upon the Head of Wages, 
which muft undoubtedly, as we apprehend, occafion a 
great Wafte of che Publick Treafure, and confequently an 
Increafe of the Navy-Debt. 

V. Becaufe we think, rhat to fuppofe the Commande 
of any Squadron, or Ship, will not, when it is fo intire- 
ly in his Power, do what fhall be for his Intereft, is to 
believe him lef inclin’d to his Intereft, than the Gener» 
- lity of his Fellow-Subjeéts on Shore, 

VI. Becaufe, we believe, this Houfe will not difcourage 
taking away proper Cheques, till Proof had, (as urg’d in 
the Debate) of what had been got by Individuals, for 
want of thofe Cheques; the Delay and Difficulties attend. 
ing fuch an Enquiry, will, probably, hinder any Difcou 
ragement being given of fuch Practices, which are allow’ 
to be contrary tothe ftanding Inftructions to the Com 
miffioners of the Victualling, and to che Commanders of 
his Majefty’s Ships. Me 


W. Ebor, Litchfield, North and Grey, . 
Trevor, Compton, Bingley, 
Scar[dale, Brifgol, Boyle, 

Aylesford, Uxbridge, Bathurf, 
Strafford, Guildford, St. John de Bletfoe, 
Craven, Cowper, 
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| The 34 of Fe d been appointed by the Lords to 
confider of the Building of Ships for Foreigners 5 buc the 
Lord Chancellor mot coming till their Lordthips had 
waited:above two Hours, the Ear] Cowper mov’d, chat in 
Order to’ go ‘upon the: Bufinefs of the Day, they should 
tothe Choice’ of a Speaker, pro Interim; and fe- 
veral-noble-Lords were nam’d, particularly the Dukes of 
Somerfet and Kington; . buc thefe going cut of the Houfe to 
avoid:ic, ‘the Lord Lechmere was nam’d next, and like to be 
chofen.; While this Matter was debating, the Lord Chancel- 
lor came in, and, to excufe himfelf, faid, He had been attend- 
ingthe Cabinet Council at St. James's, and that they were but 
int up.. Several Lords, would not admit of that Excufe, 
and fuggefted, That the Houfe of Peers being the greateft 
Cound in the Kingdom, to which all other Councils 
ought to give Way, ought not to be made to wait on any 
Accounts and therefore mov’d, that, in order co thew 
their Refenement, the Houfe fhonld adjourn tothe Monday 
followings ..but che Queftion being put thereupon, was 
carsy’d in the Negative, by forty nine Voices again 
thirtyone. Hereupon two and twenty Peers encer’d che 
following Proteft. 


- 


Diffentient. sea ptqih zig ' 
I, [) Ecaufe the Houfe ftanding adjourn’d to this Day at 
Eleven a-Clock, and a gréat Number 6f Lords be- 
ing met,. and expecting the coming of their Speaker rill 
near three a-Glock, chey»feem’d to us generally to refenc 
this Ufage, and wichout any Diffenc, as we could perceive, 
proceeded, according to the ftanding Order of the Houfe, 
towards chufing a Speaker; but meeting with fome Diffi- 
culties as to. the Perfons nominated, the Lord Ghancellor 
same; beforé any Choice was made, and, as foon as the 
Houfe was fate, the Lord Chancellor alledg’d, as the Rea- 
foncof shis long.Abfence,; that he had been fummmon"d ta. ~ 
atttnd-his:Majefty at Sc, fames’s, where the Bufinefs had 
laftedmuch Jonger chan was expected 5 which Excufe, the” 
iethight, in great Meafure, free the Lord Chancellor from 
the Imparation ofi"wilful, Neglect of Duty, yer feems to 
tyson «tio Degree to: juitify the Isdignity, which, we 
)think, was, upon the whole Matter, doné tothe Houfe , 
which.4 the greateft Council in the King: 
-dom,. to. which ali other ona ouglt to give Way, and 
‘ 1 ivué noe 
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not that to any other; * and therefore che Bufinefs of ay 
other Council ought nor to have detain’d the Speaker of 
this Houfe, after the Hour appointed for its Meeting ; and 
during the Time of the Day, the Hovife has uftallpyd 
late, fpent in Bufinefs; and therefore, we thought; the 
leaft Refentment the Houfe could fhew, on this Occafios, 
to prevent its being*ufed fo for the future, was to adjoun 
without entering on any Bufinefs ; and this the rathet, te 
caufe we forefaw it could not obftrud& any publick Affain, 
fince the Time was fo far fpent, as that no Bufinels f 
Confequence could have been gone through, with Effed, 
tho’ enter’d upon. ro 
If. As we may venture to fay, that the Dignity d 
this Houfe has not been, of late Years, increas’d, fom 
‘were unwilling, that any Thing, we conceive'to bea 
grofs Negle&t of it, fhould pafs without fome Nore tr 
‘our Records, that we were fenfible of fuch Negleét, ani 
did not approve it, which, we rhought, would have ben, 
in fome Meafure, attain’d by an immediate Adjourmen, 
Nor was any other Method propos’d ; and fince thavooull 
not be effected, we'enter this Diffene wich our Reafon, 
shat it may appear to Pofterit y, we. were zealous to with 
ftand, in the Manner propos’d, the farther Progrefs ‘of 4 
Practice fo injurious, as we conceive, to the Honour gil 



































































































































Authority of this fupreme Council, 4 
W. Ebor. Somer fet, Uxlridge,. 
Montjoy, Wefton, Litchfield, 

Boyle, Albburnham, |  Absedeen, 
Osborne, Strafford, Guilford, 

Foley, Cowpery, North and Gregg | 
Scarfdale, Compton,: . Bingley, ‘ 
Brifol, Bathurpy..« ..... Maynard, 






F. Ceftriets. Cravens’ 544g St. John de Bletfee 





The Lords having fpent three or four Sittings oni th 
Bills @nt wp to them by the Commons, their Lordhip, 
on the 10th of February, confider’d in a grand Committe 
the Bill so enable his Majefly to refirdin any of bis Subjehh 
from building Ships for Foreigners. Hereupon the Lord Ha- 
court propos'’d, that a Clauie might be added, for except 

. ng 

* Here is a. various Reading, viz after wwe words, andi 
sthat to any ather, thus, eipecially to « Couns the Law 
and Conftitution know not, and therefore the Bafinthd 
that Council, of all others, onght nor @e. 
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ifs Se that carry'd not above ao Gynt and 36 Men, 














sconded by the Duke of Argyle, and fupported by 
Lord evet, the Lor’ Carleton, the Lord Vifcount 
‘by the Earls Cowper and Straford, the Debate was adjourn d 
dee th of oe Month. vos a 
» That Day the Lords went again, in a grand Committee, 
0 : fd Bill, and then Eagl Comper Pee dcthat in'thé 
| nye thefe Words might be added, viz. Ships of 400 
iand mpmards, ard 30 Men,; but this being ftrenvoully 
od by the Lor: ono. fupported by the whole 
ut-Parcy, after along Debate, the faid Addition was 
ejected, wathour dividing ; and the farther Confideration 
of that Bill. was adjourn’d ro Febryery 20, when it was 
wile xefolv’d to confides. the State of the Debts of the 


Feb. 13. The Lorés sead a fecond Time, the Bill for the 
Bente fecuring the Freedom of Elettions of Members to [err 
forthe Commons in Parliament ; and for she better aftertein 
heir Qualifications as to thew Eftates. The Lord Chaa- 

having, as ufual, defir’d to know the Pleafure of 







and rhe Ear! of Starborough;, but being opyos'd 


wee 


ae 














the aw whether the faid Bill Le committed, the Bar! 


f Sunderland endeavonr’d to thew the Impoffibilicy of 
ral Clanfes in that Bill. being put in Execution, with- 
n Perfons to the Guilt of 

ee was anfwer'd by the Lord North and Grey, 
abe Hengided and. back’d by the Lord Trevor, the 
p of fer, and the Earl of Strafford; but the 
Earl of paiwient reply’d to them, and being fupported 
y the] ord Town/pe and. the Duke of Argyle, who 
Ske feveral Times, the Queftion for committing the 
Bul being ie Was “din the Negative, by 43 Voices 


_-BRaintt 30, er Motion was made, and the 


Queftion pur, ¢ © {aid Bill be rejeéted, which was 
my d inche Affirs ive by the fame Majority of Votes, 
ee inft On mater, feveral Lords “encer’d the 


oo ee ni. 
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I. PQ Ecaufe’ the Merhigds of Corruptian;* ‘wise UR of 


- gy in, Elefions, and now, grown toan Height be 
gpd she Example of prccading Times, ares of afl others, 
* #he greaieft Blemish to our Conit 


itution, ‘and mo, if nor 
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remedy’d, prove fatal to it, arid’ did therefore chiefly de 
ferve (a5 they can only admic of) a Parliamentary Cure,’ 
Il. Becayfe the Commohs, whoare beft qualify’ % 

judge of che Growth of this Evil, and to potnt out 
per Remedies for it; havirig’fene'up a Bill, “complaining 
of the one, .and defiring our Affiftance ih the¢ Pay | 
was nor, we apprehend, fuitable to, the Dignity and Wig 
dom of this Houfe, to rejeét fuch a Bill, “without ériterd 
ing, into a free’ Difcuffion of the Particnlars of Which i 
confifted, and thereby to give an°Handle for Reflettions 
without: Doors, as if we had fhewn a lefs Dégrée of 
againf} the Cortuption’ complain'd of, than thofe f 
whofe Eledtioas they’ fpriing; our Opinion is; chat’ wi 
fhouk:| rather have taken this favourable Oportinity of 
joining our End¢avours with theirs,’ rowards -che Cure 
this Evil, than have made ourfeives liable to Objeétion§ 
for refufing.to attempe it, even after fych an encouraging 
Step taken by the Hob{e of Comrtions: © See) 
iin Becaufe a° Law | againft Corruption, ‘tho’ ‘always 
defierable, is” yet ey feafonable and Receffary, at 
fuch'a Jundluré as this, when ‘mew “Elections of Member 
are comisig of, and the Parliamént’for whict rhéy’ tha 
by what Metiida, foever, © be chofen, may contifue fos 
feven Yeazs. And we think the ‘Lords are thé more con: 
cern’d to obviaré thé iH ‘Confeqaences'of ' fuck’ a Choice, 
pecaufe_ the SEPTENNIAL’ ACT, which’ miade “Yo: re 
markable a Change th Sur Conftitution, had’its Rif from 
this Houfe. i bj Rs 1624, <3 . 


. 





the Pehalfies contain’d in. this Bill, whith were* ro bavé 
operated, foon after it pafs’d into a Law, ‘a mighty Cheek 
would have been given to the Growch of Corraption, tho 
it fhould not have been abfdlurely ous’d;) And ae 
confirm’d in this Opinion, by what we have’heatd, a 

believe, pirat while che Bill was depending in Parliament 
and ‘the Fate of if unknown,’ the infamons Peactices s 
which it was level’d, were, in fomé Meafure, fafpended 
and fhould a farcher Stop have been. put. to Corruption and 
Bribery, at thie epprmeching. Bieions, by the pafling this 
_Bill,-fugh a Degree of Succefs-4pight pave ‘given the Le 
gifts Popes OF inte fupbrehing oF its Sa 
; V,. Recanfe, fup pofing this"Bill to have been defective 
‘in {ome Refpetts, and not welf adjufted in orhert,‘ vo the 
End Gefign’d, (4 Suppofition -made, but not admirted by 
war): pit the.trug Way of, Tupplying chefe. Defects, and 
making all proyer Alterations, would haye been by come 


mi ‘ing 
ing 


‘LV: ‘Recapfe, we are perfwaded,. that by the Terror of 
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fining the ‘Billy and» not by rejeGting ir, In other 
Cafes, where a Bill of publick Concern is laid. afide by 
thie Houle, they | can eafily make amends for that Liofs, 
iby bringing i in @ new one, which may more effectually 
“the good Ends propos’d ; whereas, in this Cafe, 
omeither i is there Time fufficient for repeating the Attempt, 
“orogn any ‘Rill‘of' this Kind be ever begun in this Honfe, 
any réafonable Profpect of Succefs, 
(Mi. -Becaufe ‘the Intention of many chief Claufs ip 
‘éheBill, is to provide for the nrore effeétual Execution 
‘pfluaws already made°to fecure the Freedom of Eletti- 
igns;obuc hitherto evaded -for Wane of fuch»Provifions. 
‘And we know not that any Argument-hath been, er can 
ste nied againit 'pifiimg fuch Parts*of this Bill into a 
aw; but whatvtiay, with equabor greater Strength, be 
pad repealing thofe Laws, which yet are held Sacred 
Inviolable. .. : 
VE, Becaufe feveral.Oaths are, by: Laws now in Being, 
poate to qualify Electors; andthe Oaths enjoin’d by 
Bill, aye intended only to ftrengthen the Obligations, 
wwhich fuch Bleétors do, by the known Rales of 
‘ginConttitution, already lie: Nor are thefe Oaths atrend- 
iediwith any new Hardthip, or . Difficulty, fince they re- 
vate'only to plain Matters: of .Fatt, which are certainly 
sknown by the ‘Ble€tors themfelves; and which they wilf 
-dbetready>co.arceftiwith all. Solemnicy, if they are confci- 
oom of their own: Innocency, in. Point of Corruption ; 
sand if they ave nory legal Punifhment of Perjury, to which 
othey are fubjeéted,» is light, in Cormparifon of the heineus 
(eee of aes Tapa hears the. mifchievous: Conk. 
of it. 4 nm Vos 
‘cVIH. Becaufe thar Dart of the Bill which forbids ifluing 
Pe Publick Monéptowards the influencing Elections, re— 
shiertoa Methods@f Corrppiion, which, of all others, 
rought the moft earefolly co be guarded againft, and yet 
was admicted:ain: the Debate to haye been frequently pra- 
“Gis'd 3 and thépefore-we cannot but ‘with, that this Bill 
had-pafs'd into a! Law-for the Sake of thac Claufe, which 
Would-have. hinder’d) what was ogiven for the Security of 
Pca Rights, and the'Safecy of the Kingdom, from 
Aging ever‘employ’d to thé Deftruétion of both. An 
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ve hoaer of this,’ fer by Menvin high Offices and Sta- 
he nhot fail of fpreading its Influence through al! 
by aks and Orders of Men, aid-of ‘procuring Impunity.and 


aun for fuck Bradlee ‘as alll ‘true Lovers of their 
bal Beals? Us aya be Country 
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Country. muft with might be. -univerfally detefted said - 
tro 
IX, Becaufe we cannot underftand, how the Objetticn 





tothis Bill, [That it removes Foundations} cany with: 


ay Galour of Reafon, be fapposted ; on che Contfry 
Jwe think chat the whole Defign of it.f is to-recover 
(Od Canftitution, and. re-ferele it oni thofe firm Foundati. 
ons, from which it has. been remov'd ever fince Bribery 
Bias been made an ufiial Inlet to Parliament; andthe 
@angerous Traffick has vheen carry’d on between! the: z 
-JeGrous and the Eleéted; which has undermin’d the: Verte. 
ous Principles, and may prove fagal sad the duiberticaiofs * 
fice People of this Realm. 

XK, Becanfe another Argument inf on in Deejndite 
‘of the Bill, (that it wimld give the Houfe of Commons 
greater Latitude j in. deciding difpured.. Ejeétions) feems tags 
to be equally groundlefs; for che Penalti¢s inrendedig 
-be efiaéted by this Bill, are to take Place only npon Pm 
ecations in the ordinaty Courts pf Juftice, and canne 
.wome under.the Gognizance, or be inflidted by rhe par 
Sgity.of the Houfe of Commans, ‘iiorcan the Gourts te 
-fow: be icheck’d in their Proceedisigs Gn this Head byte 
-BDeterminations of rhati Houfe, with which che Merial 
yOfi panting Gormption, prefcrib'd by this Adty.doony 
linsthe leaft inverfere :; What therefore )was alledg’ ck inn the 
- Debate, can by mo. Means be ajlow’d, that while the Com- 

; mongiare the fole ‘Judges of Eleétions, 'cis in vain'to 
hthink of reftraining the Corruption of Exedtors ; finceth 
eMerhods here prefcrib’d, are {uch, ‘as ejthér operate am thy 

Resicience, or. wil, 2a the canimon: Courfe of 'Liw, 

execute themfelves; and tho’ they may. lie forwarded, 
gyet catindt be frufts ated by the tnterventibn of an Howl 
of €ammons. ou 

MI. \Becanfe as the paling this ‘Bil would have bet 
pir rr with no Inconveniences to’ the Publick, fo gre 
Mifehiefs may, we apprehend, etifud: upon rhe rejegting 
Sti: The Honeguy of sptis: Houle may: fuller on that: Ac 
reount, and Corruprion:éf “all Sortsvwill, we fear, rebtiv: 
“anew Life and Eacouragement, it beiing’a: Maeter of daily, 
cand pertain Obfervacion, shat wheneyer a Bill is bropght 
ejnto Darliamenc: torfedke& any great , Diforders in th 
State, any. Difcomntenance given to fuch : a Bill, wild 
| wags coumtenince and incteafe firch>Diforders, andimalt 
them bef; capable of Remedy in fucceeding Times; : 
cially when it Shall be affirm’d ani che iDebate, . 
pRills of this Kind do more Mifchief than Good ; ye 
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Way of Reafoning, thould it prevail, would effedually 
all furare Attempts cowards curing this Great 
il, and preferving che Confticucion of Parliamenrs, 
bid ects 
od) Steaffordy' - North and Grey, Litchfield, 
0: Maynard, Uxbridge, Weften, : 
“ov iiFoley, Bachurft, Kent, 
vats Seat/dale, Briftol, Craven, 
> ‘ Aglesf ard, Comproiy 
Fr. Roffen, Salisbury, 
Tadcafter, Montjoy, 
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Reb: 19, The Order of the Day was read, for taking 
into: Gonfideration the Proteftation enter’d in the Jour. 
pal of chis Houfe the rath of cBis Inftane February. 
‘And the feveral Reafons for che faid Proteftation being 
qead, after Debate, the Queftion was pur, whether the 
entire Entry of the Reafons for the faid Proteftation on 
‘the r3ch Inftanes fhall be expung’d, it was refolv’d in 
the Affirmative. Content 55. Not Content 22, 


bey + 

-. Diffentient. ‘ 

Ek: PD Ecanfe we ire of Opinion, that the Reafons ey- 

regL) «pung’d, were both as to che Matter and Form of 

them; agreeable to Precedents in former Parliaments, fill 

remaining on the Journals uncenfur'd by the Houfe, 

dt Becaule we were Very defirous, that the Arguments 

contgin’d in thofé Rez ‘ons againft Bribery and Corruption 

‘in Eletiqns, and our Zeal for obtaining fach Remedies as 

were propos’d by the Commons themfelves, might appear 

to Pofterity, as fully and particularly as poffible. 

II, (Becaufe as.the Prattice of expunging Reafons is noe 

ancient, fo che Methad caken upon, chis Ocealion of ex- 
nging many Reafons of various Kinds, by one general 

Ritetion, is, we conctive, ‘anreafonable in icfelf, and is 


tountenanc’d but by one Precedent on our Books, 


tio’ a 
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Then the Ordér of the Day for.the Houfe to bé ing 
Committee again, totake into farther Confideration the 
Caufes of contraéting fo large a Navy-Debt, being 
a Motion was made, that the Houfe be put into ae nil 
Committee on this, Day ‘ehree Weeks. After Debate, the 
Queftion was put, that the Houfe-be put into a Committes 
again, to take into farther Confideration, the Caufes of 
contracting fo large a Navy-Debt, on this Day chee 
Weeks, it was refolv’d in the Affirmative. 





Diffentient. 

1. Ecanfe the putting off che. farther Confideration of 

the Caufes of the Navy-Debrt, to fo diftanta Day, 
after fo long an Adjournment of the fame Mater already 
had, is, as we conceive, noc only a Difcouragement: ahd 
Delay, but as the Seffion may happen to end, will-totally 
prevent (at leaft during this Seffion) that Enquiry, which; 
as we apprehend, would greatly have’ tended to che pul 
lick Good, in hindering fo large a Navy-Debe from: being 
contracted for the future, 

II. Altho” the faid Enquiry hath. been a great while 
depending, yet a very few Days only, ic appears by. the 
Journal, have been allow’d for it, and one of thofe was 
employ’d in reviewing two Queftions, which were! at 
firft kept from being put by prévious Queftions, and there 
fore we conceive a few Days more ought not to have been 
deny’d, for the looking into a Matter of fo very great 
Importance to the Publick. 

Ill. We apprehend, ‘that all Matters properly brought 

‘ before either Houfe of Parliamen:, ¢fpecially Enquiries 
into Mifmanagéements of the publick Bufinefs,, ought, if 
he Time will allow'it,'to be freely and fully difcutyd, 
and derermin’d one Way or other,: and ought not to be 
“kept off from coming to any Determination, by one 
long Adjournment after’ another, cill the Seffion be 
ended. 

IV, Becaufe it was alledg’d in the» Debate, asa Reafon 
againft fo long an Adjournment, *that the Subject. Maccer 
of the Enquiry was nor near exhaufted, chat che Points 
alveady: confider'd and‘determin’d, had no” Relation to 
thofe propos’d to be confider’d in che farther Enquiry, and 
confequently the Determination of the former, could int 
no Degree prejudice the laccer, or make the going upon 
them ‘neédlefs or improper; aad toevince this, feveral 

oof the Particulars cefign’a 4+ co have been poenetad upony 
were er epmiiy'é, dy as « 

n That 
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That it appear’d by Extraéts of feveral Letters on che 
Table, efypecially by a Letter from the Navy-Board, dated 
February 13, 1701, that the Practice of turning over 
Companies, or Part of Companies, from one Ship to ano- 
ther, without their Officers, was a Charge to the Crown, 
by confounding Accounts, and otherwife, as well as dif 

to the Seamen. , 

That by other Papers. before the Houfe, it appears, 
that feveral Squadrons have gone out of late without 
Mofter-Mafters, whofe Office and Duty it is to detect 
Frauds in Pay, and on the Head of Vi¢tualling. 

That in the Year 1720, 220% Men were employ’d in 
the Yards, more chan in the Year 1714, and 2627 Men 
more than in the Year 1698; and that rhe Wages of chofe 
Men have of late been greatly increas’d; both which, for 
ought appear’d to us, are an unaccountable Increafé of that 
Charge to the Publick. 

That fince the Year 1714, Many new Captains and 
Lieutenants had been made, while great Numbers have 
been kept in Half-Pay, and unimploy’d, befides thofe cre- 
ated on Vacancies, which happen’d while the Ships were 
abroad, and by that Means an ynneceflary Charge has 
been sores on the Publick, and the elder Officers dif- 
oblig’d. 

That without any Order or Eftablifhment by his Ma- 
jefty in Council, Pay has been allow’d, contrary to the 
Ufage of the Navy, to Flag-Officers at Home, during the 
Winter, on Pretence of their making a Journey or two to 
fee their Squadrons equipp’d. 

_ That without fuch Order or Eftablifhment of his Ma- 
jefty in Council, Caprains and Commanders of fmall 
Numbers of Ships, have been paid as Rear-Admirals, on 
Pretence of having Captains under them, and in but one 
Inftance that we could obferve a Reafon given, why they 
had Captains under them, unlefs it was to colour their 
having fuch Pay. 

And we are well affur’d, that on farther Enquiry it will 
appear, . oa 

That new Lieutenants have been made Abroad, and 
on ones fit to ferve, fent Home, to be put in Half- 
? ye , 

_ That Flags have been paid in double and treble Capas 
cities, 

That Flags, and other Officers, have been paid, as is 
higher Stations than thofe rhey fery’d in, 
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That" 
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._ That two or three Flags of the fame Sort have been paid 
at the fame Time. : 

That Retrofpections of Pay have beer allow’d to Plags, 
and other Officers. 

All which being againft the ancient Economy of 
the Navy, and waftful of the publick Treafure, we 
think fhould have been inquir’d into without Lofs of 
Time. 

Thefe Mifmanagements, as we take them to be, and 
Others might have appear’d on farther Confideration of 

| this Matter, contributing, as we apprehend, to wafte the 
publick Treafure, muft neceffarily have been, in a great 
Degree, an Occafion of contraéting fo large a Navy-Debr; 
and therefore we are of Opinion, that one or more far. 
ther Days, which woald probably have fallen within rhis 
Seffion, thould have been appoinred for the taking them 
into Coalideration, which not being done, we the rather 
enter this Proteft, with our Reafons, ds what, we hope, 
may give an’ Occafion to the refuming the Thoughts of 
this Matter, in another Seflion of Parliament. 





W. Fbor, Montjoy, PF. Roffen. 
Afhburiham, Uxbridge, Strafford, 
Boyie, F. Cefiriens. Aberdeen, 


Bingley, briftol, North and Grey, 
Compton, Bathur/?, ° Cowper, 
Foley, Aylesford, Guildford. 


ou; 


Feb. 20... The Order, of, the Day, for taking into Conf- 
deration the State of the National Debt, “being read, a. 
Motion was made, and the Queftion was put, that it ap- 
pears’ by the Stare Of ‘the Publick Debt before the Houfe, 
that the fame (@xclufive of the Debt of the Navy) is 
encreas’d between the 31ft of December 1717, and che 
31ft of December i720, at Watt the Sum of 2,300,000/ 
horwithftanding that the Sinking Fund has preduc’d 
Within that Time 1,910,285/7. 145s. 6d. 3, ic was re 
folv’d in the Negative. Content 23. Not Content so, 


Diffentient. -§ 
Ec.ufe che Queftion confifted wholly of Matters of 
F.é, which weré exaétly agreeable to a Paper laid 
before rie Honfe by the proper Officers, on the Addrefs of 
this Honfe ;’ «nd°as itis not reafonably to be prefum’d, 
thar the Officers of the Crown would ftate the Debr higher 
‘than it really was, fo we cannot but think nothing was 
E alledg’d 
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alledg’d in the Debate, that made it appear, the Debt was 
Iefs than ftated in the Queftions but, on the contrary, 
had the exa&t Quantum of the Debc been material to have 
been inquir’d into, on this Occafion, it. was evident to 
us, even from a Memorandum ar the Bottom of the fame 
Paper, that the Debt was, in Reality, much higher the 
gilt of December 1720, than ftated in che Queftion, 


W. Ebor. Cowper, Wefton, 
Guilford, Afpburnham, F. Roffen. 
Strafford, F, Ceftriens. Montjoy, 
Batharft, Boyle, Briftol, 
Aberdeen, North and Grey, Foley, 
Uxbridge, Litchfield. 


» Then a Motion was made, that the leflening the pub- 
lick Debt annually, by all proper Methods, is neceflary to 
the reftoring and preferving the Publick Gredic; and a 
Queftion being ftated therenpon, after Debate, the previ- 
ous Queftion was put, whether the faid Queftion fhall be 
now put, ic was refolv’d in the Negative. 


Diffentient, 

I, TD Ecaufe, as the main Queftion is undeniably true, 

; and feems to us to be fo, by its being prevented to 
be put by the previous Queftion, fo we think it would 
have been highly expedient, and ufeful to the Publick, 
tohave had it put, and voted in the Affirmative; that 
by the declar’d Opinion of this Houfe, (which mutt al- 
ways be of the greateft Authority) thofe who are more 
immediately concern’d to take Care of the Publick Credir, 
might not rely on vain and deceitful Projeét:, for refto- 
ring and preferving the Credit of the Nation, but apply 
themfzlves ferioufly and diligently to bring about the 
only‘effeétual Means of doing it. 

If, Alcho’ fo clear and evident a Truth, as is contain’d 
in the main Queftion, cannot, when propos’d, but obrain 
the Confent of all, efpecially of fuch as are qualify’d to 
be in) great Stations; yet, at this Junéture, when the 
Publick is under fo great Neceflities from che unexampled 
Preffure of Debts, and when all ocher Remedies, hitherto 
attempted, have prov’d ineffectual, if not mifchievous, 
we cannot but conceive it was extremely proper, and 
muft have greatly conduc’d to the reftoring and preferving « 
the Publick Credit, to have quicken’d the Endeavours, for 
that Purpofe, of ail in the publick Service, by fo high 

R232 an 
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an Authority, as a Refolution of this Houfe, nor only 
pointing out to them the Way they fhould take toward 
that good End, but intimating alfo, that as far as is poff 
ble to be attain’d, the doing fo would be expeéted from 
them; and therefore, we conceive, the main Queftion 
fhould have been put, and vored; (as we think it muf 
have been, had it been put) in che Affirmative. 








W. Ebor. Wefton, 
Guilford, Afbburnham, _—_‘*¥. Roffen. 
Strafford, F. Ceftriens, Bathurft, 
Boyle, Briftol, siberdeen, 
North and Grey, Foley, Unxbridze. 
Litchfield. 


To return to the Commons, Feb. 13. The Common 
wead a third Time, pafs'd, and fence up co thé Lords, an 
ingrofs’d Bill for the better Recovery of the Benalties inflifted 
upon Perfons who deftroy the Game. Then the Houfe went 
upon the Complaint of Sir John Cope, Bart. againft Mr, 
Baron Page, for endeavouring to corrupt feveral of the 
leading Members of the Corporation of Banbury, againtt 
the next Election; and to aggravate the Matter, Sir jobe 
Cope acquainced the Houfe, that he was inform’d, that 
fome of his Evidences had been tamper’d with ; and that 
there was one Mr, Gregory at the Door, who could give 
the Houfe an Account thereof, Mr. Gregory having there 
wpon been call’d in, and examin’d, Sir Fon Cope mov'd, 
that che Matre? of the faid Charge might be referr’d 0 
the Confideration of a Committee, upon Oath; bur this 
was oppos’l by the Courtiers, who urg’d, That the faid 
Complaint -was already order’d to be heard at the Barof 
this Houfe rhis Day, and the Queftion being put, that the 
hearing the Matter of the faid Charge at the Bar of this 
Houfe be difcharg’d, it wascarry’d in the Negative by 
146 Voices againft 135. Then Sir John Cope defir’d, and 
the Queftion was propos’d, that the Witnefles to be exe 
min’d in the Matter of this Charge, be examin’d at the 
Bar of this Houfe in the moft folemn Manner; but the 
previous Queftion being put, that the Quneftion be now © 
put, ic pafs’d in the Negative by 144 Votes againft 142. 
Then tue Counfel for Mr. Baron Page being call’d in, and 
the Charge of Sir Joha Cope againft him read, the Mayor 

of Banbury, and other Witnefles, were call’d in, and er 
amin’d by Sir John Cope; after which, the Counfel for 
Mr. Baron Page was heard, and a Witnefs examin’d. The 

Witnelles 
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Wirnefles for Sir Fohn Cope declar’d, © That Mr. Baron 

‘Page being with Sir Adelphus Oughton, and Sir William 

‘ Coddsington in the Town-Hall at Banbury, Mr. Baron 

6 Page call’d the Mayor and two or three of che Alder- 

ten into another Room, and difcourfing with them 

$ about a Perfon to be fet up at the next Election to repre- 

¢fent the Corporation, he propos’d to them Sir William 

‘Ceddrington, That they anfwer’?, They would be very 

‘ glad to accept one of hig Recommendation; but added, 

¢thac moft other Corporations made a confiderable Ad- 

¢vantage of their Eleétions; and they knew no Reafon 
‘why they fhould not do it as well as cheir Neighbours ; 
‘that they wanted to have their Streets pav’d, an Aug- 

$ mentation to their Vicaridge, and a School to be builc; 
twhich the Corporation not being able ro do of them- 
‘ felves, their Stock being very low, they therefore ex- 

t pe&ted, that the Perfon who fhould be chofen fhould be 
¢atthat Expence, which, in all, might amount to ¢ or 

$6007. That thereupon the Baron told them, he did not 

¢ expect fuch an Anfwer; that they knew he had been 

‘very kind to the Corporation, and had been at a ereat 

¢Charge, no lefs than 6 or 7oo/, to procure them a new 
¢ Charter ; that he never intended to afk that Money of 
tthem, and if they would order a Releafe for it co be 
¢drawn up, he would readily fign it, which he did ac- 
¢cordingly on the 22d of December laft. That this was 
6 all thac pafs’d then; but that the Baron came afterwards 
$tothem, and offer’d them firft roo/. and chen came up 
*t0 soo). It being late, the Houfe adjourn’d the farrher 
hearing of that Matter to che next Day, when, aftér che 
farther examining of Witneffes, and hearing of Mr. Ba- 
ron Page’s Counfel, a Motion being made, and the Quefti- 
on put, chat it appear’d co this Houfe, that Sir John Cope, 
Bart. had made good his Charge againft Sir Francis Pace, 
one of the Barons of his Majefty’s Exchequer, it was, af- 
ter a long Debate, carry’d in the Negative, by a Majority 
of 128 Votes againft 124. 

_ Onthe rth of February, a Bill for the move effectual 
fappreffing of Piracy, was read the firft Time, and a Bill 
for prolonging the Time for determining Claims befere the 
Trufiees of =f late South-Sea Direétors, @e. was read a fe- 
cond Time, and committed toa grand Committee; after 
which, in the faid Committee, the Bill to prevent the Afi/- 
chiefs by forging Powers to transfer Stocks or Dividends, &ic. 
was gone through, and fome Progrefs made in the Lill to 
prevent the clandefiiae.ruaning of Goods, Sic. 





Feb, 16. 
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Feb. 16. Upon the reading the Order of the Day, for th 
Honfe to go intoa grand Committee, upon the Bill to eng 
ble the Somh-Sea Company to difpofe of the Effects in they 
Hands, &c. a Motion. being made, and the Queftion pat 
that che faid Committee have Power to receive a’ Clanfe 
to explain a Claufe in the A&, pafs'd the laft Seffion, tg 
reftore the publick Credit, @c. fo far ag the fame relatq 
to {pecial Bail being requir’d, in any Action brought upog 
any Contract, made fintce the xft of December 1719, and 
before the rft of December 1720, for the Sale or Purchag 
of any Subfcription or Stock of th. South Sea Company 
or any Company, or Corporation whatfoever, it pafs'd in 
the Negative, But ie was order’d, that the faid Com 
mittee have Power to receive a Claufe, for enlarging th 
Time for paying 54 per Cent. to che South-Sea Company 
by fuch Borrowers as had neglected to pay the fame, be 
fore the asth Day of December laft. Then the Houf 
went into the faid Committee, Sir Thomas Croffe being ig 
the Chair, and Mr. Robert Walpole offer'd a Claufe to be 
added to the Bill to empower the South Sea Company to difpofe 
of Part of their Capital Fund, not exceeding Two Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds per Annum, to any Perfons, Body Politik 
er Corporate, to exable them to pay their Debts. This Claufe 
was very ftrenuoufly oppos’d by Mr. Archibald Hutchefon, 
the Lord Morpeth, General Roffe, and Mr. Pulteney 5 who, 
among other Reafons fuggefted, © That this was but ag 
© Ingrafement in other Terms: That the Sourh-Sea Gomi 
§ pany had defir’d uo fuch Power; but if they had ir, 
* the Direétors would not fail making Ufe of ir, whether 
© there was any Occalion for it or no.” To this Mn 
Walpole reply'’d, * He perceiv’d, that becaufe he had once 
,declar’d himfelf in Favour of an Ingrafrmenr, every 
© Thing he propos’d fince appear’d frightful, as cho’ he 
© were in che Incereft of another Company, and nor in 
© that of che SouthSea; but that he took chat Opportu 
© tunity to declare, that he had no Manner of Concers 
‘ in the Bink, where, for a long Time, he had not had 
© one Penays whereis ‘he had, at this very Junéture, a 
© confiderable Stock in the South-Sea Company, and there 
6 fore had Reafon co be for the Incereft of che latter, if 





© he confider’d only his.own; but that in this whole 


6 Affair, he had che publick Good principally in View: 
€ And.altho’ he had been fo much reflected on for being 
* for an Ingrafement, yet he would undertake to prove 
‘ to any cwo anprejudic'd Gentlemen in that Honfe, as 
plainly as Figures could do, that an Ingrafement had 
, © been 
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teen for the Intereft and Advantage of the South-Se¢ 





Company. Tht as tochis Clanfe, he could nor imas 
‘gine, why any one concern’d in the faid Company, 
‘fhould be agsinft their having as much Power as they 
‘could, fince it was in their Choice, whether they would 
make Ufe of it or noc: That confidering the prefene 
¢Circumftances of Affairs, the lownefS of Publick Cre- 
‘dit, the Parliament’s drawing to an End, and how many 
‘Accidents might happen before another Seflion, he 
(thonghe ic could not hurt the Company to have Power 
‘from the prefent Parliament, to do what they mighe 
“have Oceafion to apply for to a Parliament, when, per- 
‘haps, none were fiteing.’? This Speech had fo much 
Weight, that the faid Claufe was agreed to, and the Bill 
gone through. 

Feb. 17. The Commons, in 2 Committee of the whole 
Houf*, wenr alfo through the Bill to prevent the clandeftine 
mniing of Goods, &c. Andon the rgth, Sir Thomas Croffe 
reported the Amendments made to the Bill to enable the 
Sourh-Sea Company to difpofe of the Effects in their Hands, 
&. and a Claufe being offer’d to be added ro the faid Bill, 


| and 4’ Debate arifing thereupon, the fame was adjourn’d 


to the 21ft, when, with fome Amendments, the faid 
Glanfe was agreed to, and che Bill order'd to be engrofs’d. 
The fame Day, a Petition of fuch of the Direétors of rhe 
South-Sea Company, as are noc appointed Truftees by the 
late At of Parliament, to receive and difpofe of the 
Effeéts of the lite Direétors and others, was prefented toa’ 
the Commons, and read, praying, that the Coure of Di- 
retors might be difcharg’d from giving any Approbation 
of the Truftees Proceedings, or any Orders of Inftructions 
thereiny and the fertling and determining the Value of 
the faid Eftares 5 bur the Petition was rejected. The Day 
before (Feb. 20) the-Commons read the third Time, pafs’d, 
and fent' up co che Lords, the ingrofs’d Bill to prevent the 
Mifthiefs by forging Powers to transfer Stocks, Sic. as they 
did, on the 22°, the ingrofs’d Bid to prevent the clandeftine 
tuning of Goods, &c. , an 

Feb, te The Commons read the third; Time, pafs’d, and 
fent up to the Lords, the ingrofs’d Bill to enable the South- 
Sea Company to difvofe of the Effels in their Hands, Sc. ag 
they did, on the 24th of February, the Bill for prolonging 
the Time for determining Claims before the Trujiees, Sic. and 
then, in a grand Committee, went through the Bill for 


fippreffing Piracy, 
On 
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On the 26th of February, the Amendments made to the 
Bill for fuppreffing Piracy, were agreed to, and the faid Bi 
being ingrofs'd, was the, next Day, read the third Time, 
pafs'd, and fent up to the Lords. After this, the Com, 
mons adjourn’d to the sth of March, when, upon the Re 
portof an ingrofs'd Bill from the Lords, entitled, 4n 4g 
for preventing Delays, in the Execution of the Truj? repos'd ix 
she Governors of the Hofpital of King James founded in th, 
Charter-Houfe, @c. Mr. Controller inform’d the Houfe 
that his Majelty (who is a Governor of the faid Hofpital) 
having been acquainted with the Contents of this Bil] 
had commanded him to acquaint the Houfe, that he had 
m0 Objection to it. Hereupon the faid Bill was read th 
third Time, pafs’d, and fence back to the Lords 5 and then 
the Commons adjourn’d to the 7th of March, when Mr, 
Wefifaling, from the Commiflioners for examining and de 
termining the Debts due to the Army, prefented tothe 
Houfe a Report of the Army Debts, which was order'd » 
lie on the Table. 

Let's now attend the Proceedings of the Houfe of Peer, 
On the roth of February, there was a great Debate about 
the Proteft which feveral Lords had fign’d, upon the Bil 
So prevent Corruption in Elections, being rejected ; the Occa 
fion of which Debate was this: While that Bill was un 
der Confideration in the Houfe of Lords, the Earl of Sum 
derland faggefted, * That it had been a common Thing it 
© former Reigns, for Money to be iffu’d out of the Tres 
* fury, and even remitted from France, for promoting the 
© EBleétion of fuch Perfons as were in the Court-Intereft,” 
This Suggeftion fome Lords laid hold on, and therefore in 
their Eighth Reafon for their Proteft, inferted chefe Ex 
preflions, * That the iffuing of Publick Money towards 
© the influencing Eleétions, related to a Method of Cor 
* ruption, which, of all othezs, ought the moft carefully 
© to be guarded againft, and: yet was admitted, i 
© the Debate, to have been frequently practisd, Oo 
The Earl of Sunderland took from hence Occafion © 
reprefent to the Houfe, * That every Member of chat it 
© luftrious Aflembly, had, indeed, a Right to diffent from, 
© and proreft againft any Bill depending, or any Refolu 
£ tion taken in the Houfe; but that it was_an intolerable 
© Abufe to wreft any Man’s Words, and put falfe Cow 
© ftructions upon them, as had been done in an Inftane 
* relating to himfelf, That he durft appeal to any Lond 
© in the Houfe, that was not a Protefter, whether, in the 


Debatt, 
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& Debate about the Bill above-mention’d, he faid, or in- 
‘timated, that the iffuing publick Money for Eleétions 
{had ever been prattis’d in this Reign; for what he 
(meant, was only in King Charles's and King fames’s 
‘Time. His Lordfhip added, that the Bufinefs of Pro- 
¢tefts was manag’d now after another Manner than 
‘formerly ; for, at prefent, it was grown cuftomary to 
¢ proteft even againft Bills that were pafs’d into a Law, 
and to get them printed, and handed about in, Coffee- 
‘ Houfes, and fene all over the Kingdom, to inflame the 
(Minds of the People againft the Adminiftration; and 
‘therefore he thought it high Time to have the Method 
‘of protefting regulated.”’ This Speech was anfwer'd by 
the Earl Cowper, who was back’d by the Lord North and 
Grey, Lord Bifhop of Rochefler, Lord Bathurf, Earl of 
Sraford, and Earl of -Aylesford; but they were reply’d ta 
by the Earl of Sunderland, Duke of Wharton, Lord Vif- 
count Townfhend, Duke of Argyle, Lord Carteret, Lord 
Harcourt, and the Duke of Newcaffle, which laft mov’d 
for the Queftion, viz. Whether the entire Entry of the 
Reafons for the faid Proteftation on the 13th Inftant fhall 
be expung’d ? This being carry’d in the Affirmative by 
5s Voices againft 22, one and twenty Lords enter’d a 
Proteft againft the faid Refolution, which Proteft is in- 
ferted above, Page 127, as is alfo (Page 128 ) another re- 
markable Proteftation made the fame Day, (Feb. 19.) upon 
the Confideration of the Navy-Debt being farther adjourn’d 
for three Weeks. 

: Feb. 20. The Lords took into Confideration the national 
Debt, and Earl Cowper, who open’d the Debate, took No- 
tice, how much the fame had been encreas’d, befides thac 
of the Navy, for feveral Years paft, as appear'd by the 
State of the publick Debt, extracted from the Books of 
the Treafury, and this without.any vifible Occafion, fince 
every Thing that had been afk’d of the Parliament, had 
been readily granted and provided for, every one of thofe 
Years; and therefore his Lordship mov’d, That it appears 
by the State of the publick Debt before this Houfe, that 
the fame (exclnfive of the Debt of the Navy) is increas’d 
between the 3rft of December 1717, and the 31ft of De- 
tember 1720, at leaft the Sum of 2,300,000/. notwith- 
flanding that the Sinking-Fund has produc’d within that 
Time 1,910,385 1, 145. 6d. 3. This Motion was fecond- 
td by the Lord Bathurff, and fupported by the Lords 
Bingley, Trevor, and North and Grey, who fpoke foveral 


Times; but they were all ftrenuoufly oppos’d by the 
; S Lords 
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Lords Carteret and Townjfhend, the Earl of J/ay, the Earle? ’ 
Sunderland, the Bifhop of Sarum, and the Earl of Scarh. the A 
rough ; fo that che Queftion being put upon the faid Mo follow 
tion, it was carry’d in the Negative, by so Voices againg 
23- Hereupon Seventeen Peers enter’d the Proteft infered Dif 
above, Page 130, as did alfothe fame Day, Sixteen Pen 7 
another Proteit, (which fee in Page 131) upon the Queftion i; 
relating to che leflening of the publick Debt, being a Goods 
ry’d in the Negative. effeét 
On the 22d of February, the Lords took into Confiden. migh 
tion the Manner of Protefting; but after fome Debate, Il. 
the fame was adjourn’d to the 27th of February, when thee 





the Earl of Suaderland took Notice, ¢ That the Privilege 
* of entering Protefts had, of late, been fo much abusi, 
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€ that, in his Opinion, fome Reftraine ought to be put 0 bays 
€ it, by limiting the Time for entering Protefts, upoa tion 
© afking Leave of the Houfe, which was never deny'd; effed 
€ and therefore he mov’d, that fuch Lords as fhall enter may 
€ their Proteftations with Reafons, fhall do the fame be tes, 

© fore two a-Clock the next fitting Day, and figning them pe! 
© before the Houfe rifes. This was opposd by the Lord thes 

‘ Cowper, who alledg’d, $ That the Time being fo thon, maj 
* and very few Lords coming fo early, fuch an Qrder B of | 

* would, in Effeét, put au End to all Protefting, whih B yeg 

was an ancient Privilege of that Houfe.” The Lon & og | 

Bithop of Rochefler added, * That if Protefts were limited I 

* to fofhort a Time, this was, at leaft, the Way to have B fue, 

¢ them crude and undigefted ; and he thonghr it unbecom B ¢,,, 

§ ing the Dignity of that auguft Affembly, to have any B gy 

© Thing entsr’d upon their Journals, which were Recon Bw; 

© for After-/ ges, before it had been duly confider’d, and B ey, 

© well digefted.” He was fupported by the Lords Ba cei 

thurft, North aid Grey, and Trevor; but they were oppord B ¢,, 

by the Lords Towxfbend and Onflow, che Earl of Sunderland, B jp, 

the Bithop of Reterborough, the Duke of Arzy/e, andthe & }, 

Lord Carteret; and the Queftion heing put upon the faid BC, 

Motion, it was sefolv’d in the Affirmative by 48 Voices J wy, 











againft 18. Amd an Order was made purfuanc co the faid 
Refolution. Then a Motion was made, that the faid Or 
der be made a ftanding Order of this Boufe, @c, but the 
Debate upon that Motion was adjdurn’d to che 3d of 
March, when all the Lords were order’dyto be f{ammon’d, 

On the 2d of Jfarch, the Lords read a fecond Time, an 
ingrofs'd Bill from the Commons, entitled, An A¢h to pre- 
veiit the clandeftine running of Goods, Sic. and the Queftion 
being put, whether this Bill fhall pafs, ic was refoly’d ia 
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the Affirmative; upon which feveral Lords eucer’d the 
following Proteft, viz, 








Diffentient, 

1, PQ Ecaufe we are very fenfible of the ill Confequences 

B that attend the pernicious Praélice of running 
Goods, and therefore with fome reafonables; proper, and 
effectual Method (which wedo not take this Bill to be) 
might have been fet on Foot to prevent its : 

Il. Becaufe the making the Alteration by a former Bill, 
from Ships of 15 Tons, to thofe of 36, has not prov’d 
ofany Advantage, as we apprehesid, fince it bas been ad- 
mitted that the Cuftoms have fallen fince; and we find 
no Ground to hope, that the farther raifing this, Prohibi- 
tion to Ships of 40 Tons, as is'done by this Bill, will be 
eiectual; but we think there is Reafon to fear, that ic 
may be a great Prejudice to the Coafting Trade in particu 
lar, fince the Owners of fuch Veflels are thereby fubjected 
tothe heavy Penalty of lofing their Ships, when poflibly 
they may be entirely innocent themfelves, and the Faule 
may be committed only through the Folly and Knavery 
‘of the Sailors, which will difcourage the lending finall 
Veflels to thofe who trade in them, by which a great Pare 
of the Coaft Trade is at preferit carry’d on. 

Ill, Becaufe the Penalty of Banifhment in the Billy 
feems, in fome Cafes, to be annex’d to a very fimall Of- 
fence: We donot think it too great for any one; wh 
fhall be taken with Goods of aiiy confiderable Value, and 
with a manifeft Intent to defraud his Majefty of his 

ms; buc as the Bill is worded, ic will, as we con- 
ctive, extend to any Gentleman, if armed, returning 
from his Travels, -who has about him, knowingly, the 
leaft Trifle, that has not been enter’d and paid Duty, tho’ 
he has not the leaft Defign to defrand the King of his 
Cuftoms, or thinks he is tranfgrefling any Law whatfo- 
tver; and we do not think fit to depend, that fo fevere a 
Law may not, in fuch hard Cafes; be fomeciines executed 
with Rigour. rissie 

IV. Becaufe it was endeavour’dy but, without. Succefs, 
at the’ Committee, to have excepted the Barges of Noble- 
men, and of the Lord Mayer, and Companies‘ of the 
City of London, which cannot be fuppos’d to be ufed (and 
the great Barges of State belonging to the City cannot be 
fd) in the running of Goods; and therefore, we con- 
etivey the making it neceffary for the Noblemen, or the 
Lord Mayor, atid Companies, to apply to the a 
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for a Licenfe to ufe their own Barges on the River g 
Thames, or lay afide the Ufe of them for want of fiich 
Licenfes, which cannot be obtain’d, without giving fuch 
Security as will bind and incumber the real Eftates of the 
Obligers, to be not only a great and unneceflary Indigni, 
ty, bute alfo an Invafion of Property, efpecially in th 
Cafe of the Barges belonging to the City of London, which 
City has an ancient Right to the Confervation of the 
River of Thames, and as high an Intereft in it as is poff. 
ble to be had in any navigable River; and therefore we 
think it abfurd, as well as injurious to Property, to com 
pel the great Officers and Companies of the City, to 
and give Security for a Licenfe, to navigate or pafson thi 
Part of the Thames, which may not improperly be calf{ 
their own River. 

V. Ie feems to us partial and unjuft, that the Prohitj. 
tion of Barges and Veflelsy defcrib’d in the Bill, thould 
be confined only to the Counti¢s for that Purpofe nami 
in the Bill, and not to other Maritime Counties, efpeci- 
ally fuch as are moft infamous for running Goods, wher, 


tho’ the Veffels defcrib’d may not as yet be fo much in § 


ufe as in the Counties nam’d, yet they will undoubtedly 
more ufed in other Counties not nam'd, when they ca 
no longer be kept in the Counties or Places the Bill 
extends to: And we conceive Laws fhould not make 
Diftinétion, where there is no Difference in Reafon, ona 
Dependence that it may be fupply’d by a new Law another 
Opportunity. 

VI. Becaufe the Time allow’d by the Bill (viz.) to th 
2sth of this Inftane March, either to difpofe of the Barges, 
and other prohibited Veflels, or obtain Licenfes for keep- 
ing them, is. much too fhort, as we conceive, and will, 
prove the Occafion of more Hardfhips being done, thas 
can poflibly be forefeen. ' 


Scarfdale, Mafham, Compton, 
Strafford, St. Fohn de Bletfoe. North and Grey, 
Briftol, Guildford, Fr. Roffen, 
Aberdeen, ° Bathurf, Craven, 
Boyle, Wefton, Cowper, 
Montjoy, Uxbridge, Litchfield. 
Foley, 

The 
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- The next Day (March 3.) the Lords, according to Or- 
der, proceeded to take into Confideration the Motion 
made on the 27th paft, for making the Order then made, 
(viz. That fuch Lords as fhall enter their Proteftations 
with Reafons, fhall do the fame before two a Clock the 
next fitting Day, and fign them before the Houfe rifts) a 
ftanding Order of this Houfe, and that the fame be enter’d 
onthe Roll of ftanding Orders, inftead of the Order of 
the sth of March 1641. 

And the faid Order being read; after Debate, the 
Queftion was put, whether the. faid Order fhall be made 
a ftanding Order of this Houfe, and enter’d on the Roll of 
fanding Orders, inftead of the faid Order of the sth of 
March 1641, which being refolv’d in the Affirmative, {e- 
-veral Lords enter'd the following Proteft, viz, wig 





- Diffentient. 
L-J["OR that the ftanding Order, in relation to the 
Time of entering Proteftations, was made above 
eighty Years fince, and was reftrictive of an ancient 
Right ; and yet in all that Time, till now, has never 
been thought not to have reftrain’d that Right enough ; 
but on the contrary, whenever longer Time, than is al 
‘low’d by that Order, has been afk’d, as it has been done 
in innumerable Inftances, it was never once deny’d ; (as 
we believe) which fhews, that the conftant Opinion of 
this Houfe has hitherto been, that the Reftraint broughr 
upon that ancient Right of the Lords, by that old Order, 
has been rather too much, than too litrle. 

Il. The abridging the Right of Protefting with Reafons, 
will yet more neceflarily caufe the Reafons to be penn’d 
‘with lefs Accuracy, and probably longer than they would 
‘have been, had more Time been allow’d; which though 
it may gratify thofe who differ in Opinion from the Pro- 
tefters, yet will hurt the Honour of the Houfe, as we 
conceive, and the Dignity of the Records thereof ; for 
we can by no Means allow, that as much Time fhould not 
‘be afforded to word the Lords Reafons, which are to be 
enter'd on the Journal, as would be neceflary, to the 
wording of a Pamphlet defign’d to be printed and pub- 
lifh’d. 

III. Becaufe we conceive, that if this farther Reftraine 
does not render the Protefting quite impratticable, yer it 
muft prove very incommodious and troublefome to the 
Lords, who would make ufe of that their undoubted 
“Right ; for if a Debate fhould take up any long Time, as 
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moft. Debates of Confequence fhould do, the intermedigy 
Time allow’d, is, ;in our Opinion, . not. fufficient fg 










































Lords, who defign to proteft, to meer and bring thei § prope 
feveral. Reafons together, and afterwards exprefs them § the R 
with that Clearnefs; and fo unexceptionable as they ough § ful: F 
to do; and befides, get them fairly and correctly entery § firicti 
on the Journal; fo that, in our Opinion, they muf y Jengt 
often either be excluded from entering and figning their 
Reafons, or endure a great deal of Hardfhip and Inconve 
nience, by denying themfelves ufual Reft and Refrefh. 
ment, (as is very obvious without farther Explanation) 
and be oblig’d to. come long before their ordinary Dutyaf B .” 
attending the Bufinefs of the Houfe requires; fo that we 
conceive this new Reftraint will either hinder the Proteg. 
ing with Reafons, or amount to a Kind of Punifhment og 
thofe Lords, who fhall make Ufe of their ancient and-un. TI 
doubted Right of Protefting. 1 & thel 
IV. There feems to.us lefs Reafon for this Step, beeaufe igth 
if ‘the Liberty of : entering Proteftations. with Reafons, te fons 
in atiy Degree abus’d, the Houfe can and.does order them agai 
or fuch Parts of them, as can be reafonably objected to, BR of 
to be expung’d :, And this Obfervation is yet ftronger, for B beim 
that, of late, Precedents have been made of expungingg — int 
great Number of Reafons, and of a various Nature, by B the! 
one general Queftion, which is a very expeditious Remedy B to 2 
for any Abufe that oan happen. hall 
V. If ever there fhould be a Time when the utmoft § sf 
Candour and Fairnefs is. lefs in ufe than at prefent, this — whe 
new Reftriction on the Right of Protefting with Reafbns, Wor 
may open a Gap to many Artifices and unfair Practicesin § fhal 
Prejudice of that Right, Clerks may come later thaq 
ufual, pretend other Bufinefs, or write flower, or ufe other D 
Shifts, to avoid perfecting the Entry of: the Reafons, till R 
after the Time allow’d, efpecially if they thall think, 





though falfly, they gratify a Majority of the Honfe by 
fo doing, which will make them at leaft hope for Impus 
nity, or if not fo -difpofed, they may on the other 
Hand be induc’d, and not unreafonably,to write fafter, and 
more loofly than will become the Journal of this Houfe, 
that the Entry may be finifh’d within the Time limited 
We do not pretend to enumerate all the Ways of making 
this Alteration of the old ftamding Order more incoi* 
i than appears: at firft Sight, but only {pecify thefe 
ew. , 

VI. We do not think the Right of entering Proteftatis 
ons with Reafons has been of late abufed, foas to givé 
acts Occafios 
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Oceafion for this ‘new Reftriétion, though it may have 
been ufed, of late, more frequently than formerly; for 
which, according to our Opinions, there hath beer’ very 
proper Ocoafions given ; and fince ‘we cannot but think 
the Right of Protefting with Reafons a valuable and ufe- 
ful. Privilege, we muft confefs our Fears, left thefe Re- 
frictions, though not now intended fo, fhould End, at 





Jength, in a total Extinction of that Right. 


W. Ebor..- Strafford, North and Grey, 
Fr. Ceftriens. Brifol, Fr. Roffex, 
Uxbridges Boyle, Wefton, 
Bathurf, Aberdeen, Foley, 

Cowper, Litchfield, Trevor. 

St. John de Bletfoe. 


Then the Order was read for taking into Confideration 
the Protefts enter’d on the Journal of this Houfe, on the 
rgth and 20th Days of February aft; and the feveral Rea- 
fons in the Proteft enter’d the rgth of February latt, 
againft putting off the farther Confideration of the Caufes 


. of contracting fo large a Navy-Debt for three Weeks, 


being read, it was propos’d, that from the Word [_ fpecify’d)} 
in the tenth Line of the fourth Reafon, to the End of 
the faid Proteftation, be expung’d. And ic being mov’d 
to adjourn, the Queftion was put, whether this Houfe 
fhall be now adjourn’d till Monday Morning next, it wag 
refolv’d in the Negative. Then the Queftion was put, 
whether all thac is contain’d in the faid Proteft after the 
Word [ fpecify'd) in the tenth Line of the fourth Reafon, 
fhall be expung’d, it was refolv’d in the Affirmative, 


Diffentient. 

Ecaufe when we were giving Reafons againft putting 

off the farther Confideration of the Caufes of con- 
trating the Navy-Debt, by long Adjournments, probably 
for the whole Seffion, as we thought no Reafon could be 
more proper, than that the Subject-Matter of that Enqui- 
ry was not exhaufted, bue that very material Bufine(s re- 
main’d to be comfider’d on that Head ; fo we did, and do 
yet conceive, that the following the General Affercion, 
with an Enumeration of the particular Matters, which 
yetdid remain to be enquir’d into, as well fuch as arofe 
from Papers already before the Houfe, as others, which 
Wwe are well affur’d would arife in the farther Progrefs of 
that Bufinef3, (from Papers defign’d to be call’d for) did 


make 
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make the faid general Argument, which ftands expung' 

more ftrong, as well as more fair and candid, by thewin 

it was well founded on Particulars: And alcho’ the Honfe 
has not. thought fit to print the faid Enumeration of Pay, 
ticulars, to ftand on the Journal, yet, we conceive, we 
have attain’d this Advantage by having enter’d them, that 
it cannot be objected tous naw, that we generally affirm4 
more Bufinefs of Confequence remain’d for that Committe 
ta.do, withont being able to Inftance or {pecify what ig 
particular. 
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W. Ebor. Strafford, North and Grey; 
Fr. Ceftriens. Briftol, Fr, Roffen, 
Uxbridge, Boyle, Wefton, 
Bathurft, Aberdeen, Foley, 

Cowper, Litchfield, Trevor. 

St. Fohn de Bletfoe, 


Then the Reafons for the Proteftation enter’d the 20th 
of February laft, on Confideration of the State of the 
national Debt being read; and the Queftion being put, 
whether the entire Reafons for the faid Proteftation fhall 
be expung’d, it was refolv’d in the Affirmative. : 


Diffentient. 

Ecaufe, we conceive, there isnoInftance of expung- 

ing the Reafons of a Proteft,unlefs they were thought 
to contain fomething indecent to the Houfe, or alledg’d 
Matters of Faét that were falfe. ~The firft is not pre 
fam’d in the prefent Cafe; and as tothe fecond, the 
Matter depending upon Figures, there can be no Difpute, 
but upon the Method of Calculation; and if the 
who fign’d the Proteft, did chufe to follow the Method 
obferv’d by the Officers of the Exchequer, rather than any 
other, we do not conceive their Reafons founded on fuch 
Authority, deferv’d to be expung’d; neither do we think 
the faid Lords were oblig’d to make Deductions from the 
Exchequer Accompts which were laid before the Houft, 
withcut making the proper Addition at the fame Time: 
For it muft be agreed, that if the Debt ftated in 1717 was 
but 47 Millions 800000/. and in the Year 1720 above 50 
Millions, ‘the bringing the Annuities into the Sowth-Sea 
Company, may occafion an Increafe of about two Milli- 
ons and a Half, and the Army Debentures, not yet brought 
to Accompt, are eflimated at about half a Million ~—_ 

an 








N° XXVI for the Tear'1722. 145 


andthe Debt of the Navy is near two Millions; {0 chat 
the whole appears to be about 55 Millions, and the In 
ereafe of the National Debt, fince ic was ftated in 1717, 
sae, ere be reckon’d about feven Millions; and 
deduéting the Million of Excheguer-Bills lent to the Souph- 
See Company, the real Increafe of the National Debr, 
above what it was ftated at in the Year 2717, appears to 
us, at this Time, about fix Millions: But as the Reafons 
were founded on the Account laid before the: Houfe, 
which kept in the Million of Exchequer-Bills as a Debt, 
and excluded all the other Articles, we conceive they oughe 
not to have been expung’d, fince the under-reckoning the 
Debs was nor the Objection made againft them. 


F. Ceftriens. Guildford, 
> Uxbridge, North and Grey, 
Bathurft, Boyle, Fr. Roffen, 
* Cowper, Aberdeen, + sng 
St. John de Bletfoe, Litchfield, Foley. 
Trevor, 





On the sth of March the Order was read for taking in- 
to Confideration the Proteftation enter’d in the Journal of 
this Houfe che 17th of fanuary lait: And the feveral Rea- 
fons for the faid Proteftation being read; after Debate, 
the. Queftion was put, whether the entire Entry of the 
Reafons, for the faid Proteftation on the r7th of January 
laft thall be expung’d, which being refolv’d in the Affir- 
mative, feveral Lords enter’d the following Proteft, viz, © 


Diffentient. 

Ecaufe former Reafons enter’d again{ft fome late Refo- 
lutions for expunging, do, as we conceive, equally 
extend to ju@ify our Diffent co this Refolution, and rhere- 
fore to ayoid Repetition, we refer to thofe Reafons, wich 
this farther, that we do noc find, and believe there is not 
any Precedent, wherein Reafons for a Protefation have 
geen taken into Confideration by the Houfe fo long after 
they were enter'd, as in the prefent Cafe; and the Incon- 
Veniencies of daing fo, are, in our Opinion, very mani- 


Strafford, Craven, North and Grey, 
Uxbridge, Guilford, Bathurft, 

* Boyle, Litchfield, St. Jahn de Bletfoe, 
Montjoy, Foley, Aberdeen, 
Fr. Ceftriens: Cowper, Fr, Roffen. 
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On the 7th of March, the King went to the Honfe'¢f 
Peers with the ufual State and Solemnity, and the Coit: 
mons being fent for up, and attending, cheit Speake 
@pon prefenting the Money Bill, made the foll 
Speech to his Majefty, viz. tie 





; 
> ov? 


FOE 


Moft gracious Sovereicn, —t 

We hia is ‘the Seventh Year in which yonr’ Majétty 

“faithful Commons, without burthening yout’ Pe 
With any new or unufual Taxes, have readily ‘and cheap. 
fally granted to your Majefty the neceffary Supplies, bt 
Only for carrying on the ordinary Hxpences of the Gh 
vernment, ‘but for maintaining the Honour artd’ Digs 
nity of the Crown; and, at the fame Time, they have 
omitted no Opportunity of eafing the pablick ‘Incum 
brances, and of putting the national Debt into a Method 
of Payment; for no fooner had your Majéfty, by the 
Vigilance of your Councils, and.the Succéfs of your 
Arms, reftor’d and fécur’d the publick “Peace and Tha, 
quillity, but your Commons immediately‘ found Means 
to reduce the Intereft of the national Debt, and thereby 
fet apart a Fand, which, by a farther Reduéfion of In. 
tereft fince madé by your Commons, will, in a few Years) 
be confiderably increas’d, and the Payment of ‘the Prine 
cipal become practicable ; and from which your Majefty’s 
trading Subjeéts have already reap’d this immediate Bene. 
fit, that your Commons have been enabled, during this 
Seffion, without endangering the Security of any’ Parlia 
méntary Engagements, to také off fuch Duties’ as ‘werd 
found by Experience to be moft prejudicial to the Trade 
and Manufa¢tures of your Kingdoms. And as your Com- 
aon’ were appreherifive, that the Debt of the Navy was 
rifing to fuch an Height, as would, if not timely pre 
verited, neceffarily affeét and depteciate all other publick 
Ctedic, and which would inévirably increafe the Charge 
and Expence of the current Service; they have therefore 
nnanimoufly agreed on fuch Methods of difcharging’ 
much of that Debt, as will effectually prevent the Mit 
chiefs they apprehended, and cat be no Ways’ burthen- 
fome to their Fellow-Subjeéts, 

Thus have your Commons fully and happily compleated 
every Thing which your Majefty was gracioufly pfeas’d to 
recommend to them at the Beginning of this Seflion; 
and@ Whenever your Majefty, in your Royal Wifdom, thall 
again think i¢ proper to meet your People in ‘Parliament, 
gay they imitate yout preftnt-Houfe of Commons in our 
— ~) Duty 
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Bw tens to four Majefty, in our Steadinefs and 
‘ion to fupport your Government; may they con- 
inwe, «with like Application and Diligence, to extend, 
rade. and- Commerce, the true and natural Source of 
Wealth and Plenty in thefe Kingdoms; and we fhould 
think, ourfelves happy, if even our Miftakes might be of 
Sarvice.to your Majeity, by being a Warning to thofe thae 
gome after us: And that when the Wifdom of your Ma- 
jety’s Councils, and the Steadinefs of your Adminiftra- 
tion, fhall have reftor’d Credit to ics former flourithing 
Gondition; they may not grow wanton with too much 
Profpericy, but may proceed with fuch Caution and Pru- 
dence in their Endeavours to leffen the national Debr, as 
ay put ic.out of che Power of any Set of Men to pro- 
doce Mifery and Diftrefs, from what fhall be propos’d for 
the Eafe and Benefit of your People: And that, by the 
Biefling and Affiftance of Divine Providence, they may 
fo. efeGually unite the Affections of your People, and 
firmly. eftablith your Majefty’s Throne, That the Scepter 
may natdepart from your Royal Houfe, nor a Lawgiver from 
between your Feet! that the ancient legal Coniticucion of 
this Kingdom, in King, Lords, and Commons, may be 
matéd in your Majeity, and your Royal Pofterity, 
till Time:thall be no more. 
\ Your Majefty having. been, at different Times, in the 
Courfe of this Seffion, gracioufly pleas’d to accept fuck 
Supplies, as your Commons offer’d to your Majefty for 
the Service of this Year, they do now humbly pray your 
Majefty’s like gracious Acceptance of a Bill they have 
prepar'd for difcharging the Debt of the Navy, entitled, 
An AB for paying off and cancelling One Million of Exche- 
quer Bills, Orc. ; 


Ain: U9su-0 sien ’ \ 
After this the King gave the Royal Afferit to the follow. 
ing publick Ads, Vi. 


VR pharicaspas’y, + W ,is.e : 

1. An A& for paying off and cancelling One Million of 
Excheqner-Bils;, and-to give Eafe to the South-Sea Company 
ia-Refpecl of its prefent Obligation to circulate, or contribute 
—s DN Aegesiahe dan ge and to give farther Time 


t0 that Company yyment of One Million which was lent 

them ; aud for "being Father Sum in new Exchequer-Bills, 

towards his Majefty's Supply, to be difcharg'd and cancel’ 

when the faid Company [ball repay the Mikion owing by them ; 

and that the Exchequer-Bills which are to, continue, may be 

Sirculated at cafy and moderate Rates, and for atprepriating 
. T2 t 
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the Supplies granted to his Majefty in this Seffion of Parliament 
and for Relief of the Sufferers at Nevis and St. Chriftopher's 
by an Invafion of the French in the late War; and for layi 
a farther Duty on Apples imported, and for afcertaining ¥ 
Duties on Pictures imported. 

2. An Aét for the Encouragement of the Silk Manufathung 
of this Kingdom ; and for taking off feveral Duties on Mere 
chandizes exported; and for me Su the Duties upon Beavep 
Skins, Pepper, Mace, Cloves, and Nutmegs imported ; and fu 
Importation of all Furs of the Product of the Bricith Plante 
tions into this Kingdom only; and that the two Corporations of 
Affuvance on any Suits brought on their Policies, fhald be liable 
only to fingle Damages and Coffs of Suits. 

3. An AG to enable the South-Sea Company to difpofe of 
the Effects in their Hands by Way of Lottery or Subjcription, 
or to fell Part of their Fund or Anuuity payable at the Exche 
quer, in order to pay the Debts of the faid Company ; and for 


Relief of fuch who were intended to have the Benefit of alate & i 


AE touching Payment of 10 per Cent. therein mention'd. 

4- dn AG to prevent the Mifchiefs by forging Powers 
transfer fueh Stocks, or to receive fuch Arnuities or Dividends 
as are therein mention’d, or by fraudulently perfonating th 
true Owners thereof; and to reclify Miflakes of the lar 
Managers for taking Subferiptions for increafing the Capital 
Stock of the South-Sea Company, and in the Infiruments found. 
ed thereupon, 

5. An AG for prolonging the Times for heaving and det. 
mining Claims before the Truftees, in whom the Eftates of th 
late South-Sea Direftors, and of John Aiflabie, E/q; and 
likewi/e of James Craggs, Efq; deceas’d, ave vefted ; and fa 
other Purpofes therein mention’d. 

6. An Aét to prevent the clandeftine running of Goods, ad 
the Danger of Infettion thereby ; and to prevent Ships breaking 
their Quarentine; and to fubjett Copper-Oar, of the Pre 
duétion of the Britifh Plantations, to fuch - Regulation 
as other enumerated Commodities, of the like Production, an 
Subject. 

3. An At for taking off the Duty upon all Sale ufed in th 
curing and making of White-Herrings, and inflead thereof lap 
ing a proportionable Duty upon all White-Herrings confum'da 
‘Home only ; and for making an Allewance for Tobacco expot 
ed from Scotland’ in the Time therein mention’d ; and’ for gi* 
tug farther Rebicf to the Refiners of Rock Salt, 
< 8. An A for she better Recovery of the Penalties infittd 
Upon Perfons who defroy she Game. - 
° ; . i } ‘ : 9 
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for fupplying fome Defects in the Statute of 
the 234 of Herity VII, (entitled, An AG for Obligas 
tang tarde taken by two, Chief Fuftices, the Mayor of the Staple, 
adthe Recorder ef London) and for fetting down the Time 
of figning Judgments in the Principality of Wales and Counties 





‘oacy dn AEE for fupplying the Records of the Commiff: 
of Aberdeen, burat or loft in the late Fire there. : 
sognd An A for the more effectual feppreffing of Piracy. 
vous in AB for repairing the Highways from the Stones 
Exbiut White-Chapel Church in the County of Middlefex, 
wSbenfield, and to the furthermof? Part of the Parifh of 
Woodford, leading to the Town of Epping in the County of 


Effex. 

1g. An AG for the better fupplying the City and Liberties 
of Weltminfter and Parts adjacent with Water. 

» age An AG for the better preventing Abufes committed 


E inweighing and packing of Butter in the City of York. 


cage An AE for preventing Delays in the Execution of the 

Truff'repos’d in the Governors of the Hofpital of King James 
ded in Charter-Houfe, at the Charges of Thomas Sutton, 

Efq; for the Benefit of the faid Hofpital, 

And to eight private Bills. 


‘After which his Majefty was pleas’d to make the fol- 
oe moft gracious Speech, by the Mouth of the Chan- 


‘My Lords and Gentlemen, 
7 OU could not have given me a more acceptable 
. Inftance of your Zeal and Affection, than by dif- 

patching, with fo much Unanimity, the feveral Particu- 
dats I recommended to you at the Beginning of this Seffi- 
on; for the Eafe and Advantage of my Peonle. 
» The many and great Encouragements you have given 
to our Trade and Manufactures, and the Provifion you 
have made for our being fupply’d with naval Stores from 
ous.own Plantations, will, I make no doubr, excite the 
Induftry of my. Subjects, employ a greater Number of 
the Poor, encreafe our Navigation, and be a confi- 
a Addition to the Riches and Strength of this 

ation. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

The raifing the current Supplies of the Year, and 
the making a Provifion for the Difcharge of fo con- 
fiderable a Part of the Debt of the Navy, is a far- 

ther 
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Sher Proof of your Affection tome), afd: youn\Reged 

the Deitick srapd gave Seine sein, a -Mantoer 

——— st my People, > gives me the. igreanh 
ey 


: 1 \ 7 1 ae | Xe i ot 
es: Aty\Lerds and Genslemen, wit “ wat 
Fcannot in Juftice part with this Parliament, withas 
veturaing you my ,‘fincereft Thanks, for, pour fteady, and 
Fefolute Adherence to. my Perfon and Govern ment y-anif 
to the. Intereft of) the fant. Ceife,, both at Home 
end. Abroad, The. Enemies of:ours happy Contfticution 

haveigiven the ftrongefh and maft honourable Tefti 

Behaviour ip thefe Particulars: by. she implacable 
Mallee whisn they havé, upom all Occafions, | expres 
againft you. xi 

oy Kou muft all be Rafible, that chey-dre, at this. Jun 
reviving, with the gneareit. Induftny, . che fame, wigktd 
res of Calamny and Defamation, .which have beeg che 
conftant Preludes to) publick Troubles: and: Difordersg ang 
tach is their Infatuationy that they flatcer chemfelves the 
grofleft Mifreprefemtations will turn. co their Advantagy 
and give chem an Opportunity of reeommending’ thei 





felves to the Favour. and good Opinion of my People; 


but Ihave fo juft a Confidence iin che; Affection, of amy 
Subjects, and in their Regard for their own Welfare, that 
Zam perfwaded they will not fiffer themftlves,to, be 
thus impos’d apom, and betray’d into, their owa De 
firution. oad 

For my Part, as the Prefervation of the Conftitution 
in ‘Church and State fhall always be toy Care, I ameizm- 
ly: determin’d to- continue to countenance fuck: as haye 
manifefted their Zeal for the prefent Eftablifamenr, and 
have. che’ religious, and.civil Rights of jall my Subjeds 


traly at Heart; and J queftion not but chat Behayiowy, 


which has juftly recommended them to-me, will effety 
ally feeure to them the Good-will of all chat are well 
affected -to my Government ;. and will’convince the Worl, 
that the, Expectations of thofe are very. ill grounded, 
whoshope to: prevail with a Proteftant free People, togine 
up their Religion and Liberties into the Hands of fagh™ 
are Enemies co both. L git 


J em f o~ { od 
And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s Come 
mand, faid, 
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and Genelomefi, *) 22632 tet wor! woe vet 

p aphis Majefg’s Will and Pleafarey \that)-this Parleamceive 

pt ee a a the swyth “Duy of whit! Infeng 

hy widethis'Paittament is Accordingly prorogu’d 06\T liar 

day the £50 Day-6f \vhis Inflait Madohs w eth iw » ‘ 
io) tied? to Med bas beoO sommcs os P38 pet 

chee Days dftery! id2Marchi10, the oKing in Count 

ely a Proclamation “was fign’d) and publith'd ‘that very 


\ Bay, fercdiffolving the preféne Parliament, and deol ari 
| she Dfpeetdyy calling ahovher, | Accoidingly on the egrty 


Mantis veo other ions were:fign’, and puljbifi'dy 
ené for calling a:néw Purliamenc, che Writs to bear2tepe 
Gleodgth of | this Inftant | Match) \andebe returnable eri 
Thutfay, che roth of: May next! following; thevocher) 
Seeeuet the electing!and {um moniiig) tis Sixteen Second 
Perino 9: snob ted) .o yam td bas ound + 
“TieEveningda whichithe Proclamation for difbl ving 
the-Septeninial Parliament’ was ipabith’dy che.Civies of 
Lindon ind) Weftminfter-exprefs'd thaiz: Joy by Bonfires )iia« 
dinations; znd: Ringing»of ‘Bells, docking upon it .as ae 
Sen tlennes Hi Susy 10. gittsiiy atu j 
piso Je xcansM IA 4 be hy 
affefollowing remarkable Speech, | miade by Mr. Arche 
bald-Huschefon‘in the! :‘Houfe of Commons,’ on the vad of 
Jdauary, Ywhen the Bill: for the better fecuring the Freedons 
of Bhattions of ‘Members tooferve: fer the Commons in Baylies 
ment, 8c. (which Bill he had’brought into the Houfe). was 
q@mmisred; not being come’to our Handsy when we gave 
maAetouit of the Proceedings of :that Day, in Page rom 
of ithisRégiffer, and of its’ being ejected: by che Houle of 
Lords,via Page im23p) CTS thoughe: fic ‘to °anfert iit an ochis 
Plabé, as follows. © ie efit? ifo8 sguts 2k 
ef ne oid i! ? 
UMe Speakers 21g ee ft gh*ews hoidtw 
HO’ I think the Necefiity of the: Bill which vhag 
1G! Ybetn read to'you,:isiof icfelf. a fufficieat Arguamenc 
forjit;' yet fince Twas one: of choferwhovhad the Honour 
P:yout:Comnsands for bringing ic.in, it may, perhaps, 
be ckpected that I fhould -fay fomerhing upon ity “As 
theréfor’’ there is: too mitch Reafon to. appreheng,.. chat 
tii ig che laft Scruggle you are ever like to have for the 
Prefeivation of your Rights and Liberties; fo certainly 
tie Pfotts'of every honeft Man are more than ordinary: 
fquifite-at this:criticalJunéture, tovprocure, ifvit be pofli< 
Uyithe: Choice ofa vfree and independent *Parliaméney 
thatibeing the only Means, under Providence, which mae 
ave 
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aaa 
fave you from that State of Ruin and Confufion,) which 
feems fo immediately to threaten, artd to be banging 
you. : If you fhould have the Misfortane to mifearry, 
that tlre Majority of this. Houfe-thould hereafter be oom 
pos’d of Perfons, whochave Views and Schemes to 
repugnant to the common Good and Eafe of their Coun. 
try, what elfe muft you then expect, but the Continnapos 
at leaft, if not the Increafey of thofe heavy Burthens pty 
have already upon you, and at every Turn to-dee. the 
‘Honour and Sanétioniof: Parliament: bafely. proftiused 19 
the deftructive Meafures of thofe, who fhall then-happai 
tobe. in Power, which, without other Means of: Vii 
lence, could not be juftify’d and fupported ? If you.thould 
be plung’d into amuntieffary and expenfive War, if\you 
Trade and Intereft fliould be facrifie’d: for the Serviced 
other Princes, and it may be, that done too, only toven 
gage them to the Concéflion of foreign Provinces and) & 
quifitions, in which Britain bas not the leaft Co 
what Redrefs could qur Country hope for (even under, foc 
Grievances) from Patriots who had themfelves contributed 
towards them, or were the mercenary Tools and De 





ndants of thofe who had? All Manaer of Licenti- , 


oufnefs and publick: Frauds would then have theirsopta 
and avow’d Advocates; and it would be no Wonderitd 
fee ché greateft Criminals efcape unpunifh’d, when»th 
Powef of Remiffion and Pardon of Grimes were fo aah 
in th¢ir own: Hands.: » 

- It is. too notgrious ‘what Attempts are now carrying 
on to invade the Freedom of your approaching Blettions; 
in fome Places by Threats, to fill and over-awe them with 
the quartering ‘of ‘Troaps, if they do not comply.; id 
others, by che corrupt Solicications of Agents and Under 
takers, employ’d by thofe, who, from the incredible Sum: 
which are difpers’d, one muft imagine, have — 
private Purfes at their cammand. ‘ 

; But what, in God’s Name, can all this tend to? Wha 
other Conftruétion can any Man in common Senfe: pit 
upon all chefe Things,» but that there feems to have bem 
a\form’d Defigny. by Violence and Oppreffion, firt 
bumble you, and to: make your Necks pliable to the Yoke 
that is defign’d: for them, and then, co finith the Worth 
by tempting the Poverty and Neceflicies of the People; 
fell themfelves into che moft abje&t and deteftable Slavery; 
for that very Money which had been either unneceffarily 
gais’d, or mercilefly and unjuftly plunder’d and cora - 
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hei? very Bowels? And thus you may be in a fair Way 
WF teiing fabaura by your own Weapons. Nor can I ima- 
‘gine whac Inducement Men: can have, who run from Bo~ 

fr to’ Borough, ‘and ‘purchafe their Eleétions ar fuch 
extravagant Rates, unlefs it be from a ftiong Expectation 
of being well repaid for their Voves, and of receiving 
ample Recompence and Rewards for thé fecret Service 
they have covenanted to perform here. In this Situa- 
tion, it is high Time for Gentlemen to put thémfelves 
pon their Guard and if-it be ‘not already too late, to 
tadeavour to put’a Stop to the Conrfe of thofe Evils, 
which are otherwife likely fo foon to’overtake them, 
Ieis for thefe Purpofes that this Bill is now before you, 
and I hope ic either is, or by your Affiftance will be made 
fach, as may fully anfwer the Ends for which you were 

tas‘d to order it to be brought in. 

“The Abufes in the Manner of difpatching your Writs 
tothe Sheriffs, efpecially what appear’d to you on a late 
Oceafiom, were the Motives which firft led you into this 
Confideration. I am perfwaded“the Method here pree 
ferib’d’ to regulate that Matter, will be found fo eafy and 
pratticable, and fo little liable to any Objection, that ic 
would be needlefs-in me to take up your Time in enlarg- 
ing upon that Head: But for the Penalties upon falfe Re- 
thrns, unlef$ cheyare fettled on the fevereft and moft rigo- 
fons Terms, it will be in vain for you to contend with 
Sheriffs and returning Officers,’ who, inftead of the Peos 
pit, in whom the Right is, ‘and ought to be lodg’d, will 
draw the whole Power‘of Elections into their own Hands, 
and therefore they ought to be tyed up to fuch ftrict Rules, 


. aetharthey fhall‘never dare, upon any Account wharfo- 


ever, to depart from them, much lefs to be fubject to 
thofe Sort of Influences, which, of all others, you have 


mot Reafon to be jealous of. We know, that Perfons 


heretofore have not only brib’d the returning Officer, but 
have even indemnify’d him againft the whole Penalry of 
Five Hundred Pounds, rather than not get the Retorn, 
tight or wrong, in’Favour of themfelves; depending, [ 
foppofe, upon the Strength and Partiality of their Friends, 
t6 maintain them, at any Rate, in the unjuftifiable Pof- 
feffion of a Seat here ; this has been practis’d upon former 
Occafions, and therefore there is always juft Grounds to 
fufpe& it will be attempted again. And it is now come 
fofach a Pafs, that if you were even td double thar Pe- 
talty, without doing fomething elfe, I am afraid ir would 


Mave little or no Effect, But when all chofe Bonds of In- 


7 U demnit y 














1s4 The Hiftorical Regifter N® XXVI 


démnity are declar'd null and void, when the Secu 

















































































ufually given and taken upon thefe Occafions are ——- 
drawn, they may then, perhaps, be deterr’d, at leaf from od 
fo barefac’d a Practice of chefe arbitrary and illegal Pre Soe 
ceedings for the fucure. : P 

Another Expedienc for. fecuring the Freedom of - 
Eleétions, and which, I think, will more effectually con os 
tribute towards it, than any, cne Thing wharfoever, js i dA 
the annulling the Votes of. chofe Swarms of Officers in the o 
Caftoms and Excife; they are already fubjected to the o™ 
Penalty of One Hundred Pounds, if they fhall prefim | ° 
‘to intermeddle ;_this.cherefore is no more than a natural 9 
Confequence, and a neceflary Enforcement of what fac! 
have done before. The Commiflioners themfelves of thol h 
Branches of the Revenue, have been for fome Time unde ‘ : 
a legal Incapacity of fitting here, as being thought under ie 
fuch ftrong Ties. and-Influences, in regard to their Em h 
ployments, as were inconfiftent with that Freedom with . 
which Men ought to aét in Parliament; certainly then re 
the fame Reafon will hold good as to the Votes of them he 
and their inferior Officers, efpecially in Matters that f ? 
nearly relate to it. There is likewife a Provifo, thatng m 
Perfon fhall be capable of poffefling any of thefe Offices \ 
for.a certain Time to be limited, after they fhall have rat 
tender’d their Votes in any Election ; and the Reafon of be 
that is very plain, without ir, all this Difabilicy would th 
fignify nothing; for by difplacing them juft co ferve as 
a Turn, and reftoring them again immediately after, fl 
the whole Force of this Claufe would be entirely de th 
feated. 

I make no doubt but the Intention was very juft and : 
commendable of the Gentlemen who brought in rhe Que ry 
lification AG, which was certainly,defign’d co eftablihh 
a landed Property .in Parliament, without which, I will B 4 
venture to fay, it will be impoffible you fhould be fafe; fi 
but that Matter ftands at prefent upon fo loofe a Foot, 3 
that Iam afraid it has hitherto been of very little UR C 
or Service to you. What Dependanee, for Inftance, can ¥ 
you have upon a Man who has no more than Three Hum ‘ 






"Cred Pound a Year in Land, or, peruap:, only an At 
nuity of that Value for Life, and has at the fame Time 
Thirsty or Forty Thoufand Pounds in the Funds, or a 
Employment of, Two or Three Thoufand Pounds @ Yeat 
Civil or, Military,from the Crown ? And even chat faull 
Qualification is no otherwife obligatory upon him, but 
merely to.{wear to lis having: it, if it be requir’d, ~ 
t 
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the Time of his Election ; for tho’ he fells ir, or ocherwife 
divefts himfelf of it immediately after, yet it remains 
‘gDoubr, whether, by fo doing, he fhall vacate his Seat 
jn Parliament. This is certainly fuch an Omiflion as 
to be better regulated and explain’J. There is 

ife a Saving in that A&t in Favour of eldeft Sons of 

and the fame for rhofe of Commoners of Six Hun- 





dred Pounds a Year ; bat I confefs Iam at a Lofs to find 


‘ut upon what Grounds the latter was inferted, unlefs 
Gare had been taken atthe fame Time to have oblig’d 
‘the Father or the Son to have prov’d the Pofleflion of 
fach an Eftate; for at prefenr, let che Circumftances of 
the Family be\what they will, if the eldeft Son can pro- 
‘cure himfelf to be eleéted, I cannot fee but he is enri- 
Wed to a Seat here, without any farther Examination 
whatfoever, This is another Defeét fo grofs in your for- 
mer AG, and opens a Back-Door to fo many Perfons, 
foentirely contrary to the Intent and Meaning of ir, 
that it very well juftifies the Repeal of it by this Bill, 
I mean fo far only as ic relates to che eldeft Sons of Com- 
moners. 
“Whether the Houfe will be willing to enaét it by a 
Claufe, muft be fubmitted to them, I only take the Li- 
berry to mention, that ic were very much to be wifh’d, 
that Gentlemen of Eftates and Families in the Country, 
would heartily unite in this Particular, of keeping the 
Eleétion: in their feveral Counties among themfelves ; 
that they would refolve inviolably to fupport each othier’s 
Intereft againft che Incroachmenrs and corrupt Applicati- 
ons of Strangers, Jet them come from what Quarter they 
Will. If this were done, it. would, ina great Meafure, 
pat an End to thofe dangerous and infamous Practices 
that are now on Foor, and we might hope once more to 
fee this Houfe fill’d wich Gentlemen of frée and indepen- 
dent Fortunes, fuch as would be above making their 
Gourt any where at the Expence of their Country, and 
would defpife all Manner of flavifh Conceflions to Me 
in Power; Minifters would then be neither able to hice 
themfelves, or their Friends, againft your Enquiries; and 
the boldeft and moft enterprifing of them, would be 
made to tremble (as the little Welfo Jucge did che other 
Day at the Bar) at the Apprehenfions of your Animad- 
Yerfions upon them ; nor fhould we then, it is to be hop’d, 
fit'tamely here, and fee our Country harraf’d with the 
Expences of frnislefs Expeditions abroad, and with the 
U2 Maintenance 
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Maintenance of aftanding-Army at home, dangerous fy 
our Conftirution and Liberry. j 
There are other Parts of your Bill, which I had likeg 
have omitted:to have fpoken to, which are defign’d if 
poflible, to put a Stop to that Torrent ‘of Bribery, ang 
Corruption; which the Iniquity of the Times has let ig 
apon you; and.tho’ I have very little Profpect of any 
good Effect that Way, and whatfoever the Fate of this 
Gili may be, every Gentleman, I dare fwear, will fo fy 
agree, that fome Methed fhould be taken to prevent fugh 
Practices, or the Kingdom muft be undone... if at this 
Fime you had Men at the. Head of your Adminifteatiog, 
who had ever been charg’d- with, .or any Way convial 
of fuch Crimes, I own it weuld be in vain to propoh 
this, or any other Method, to punifh and difcourage ig, 
Were it poflible to believe, that the Influences of fuch 
Men could prevail here, or in any. other.Branch of the 
Legiflature, it would then be. no Wonder to fee this Bil} 
mifcarry, or to hear it treated as a Gompofition of Ah 
furdities, or as a Violation of the Birth-Rights of grea 
Numbers of his Majefty’s beft Subjects. But at prefent 
this fhall be no Reafon with me to anticipate fo muchill 
Fortune to ir, fince it.%5 plain it could:came before you 
with no other View, but.to reftore the Freedom .and Ho 
nour of Parliament, to refeuc the Rights and Liberties of 
our Country, and. to fave;. if it be poffible, . the. poor 
Remnant of our Conftitution. -Thefe are the-Cenfiders 
tions.which occur to me in Favour of this Bill; and J 
humbly. move you that it may be committed. i 


" 





About the Beginning of May, a Difcovery was made‘of 

an horrid Confpiraey that was carrying on againft his 
* Majefty’s Government, and many and'various were the 
Reports concerning-it ; but moft of them being uncertain, 
and:perhaps groundlefs, are foreign to-che Purpofe of this 
Regiffer, in which we profefs to record only Matters un 
ubtedly true, and therefore fhall giveyno other Account 
iis Confpiracy, but what is coneain’d in the following 


Letter, which was written by the King’s Command. 
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Alater from® the Right Honourable the Lord Vifcount Town- 
_ fhend, one: of his Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of State, fe 
4 the Right Honora bie ¢ r-Lerd Mayor of London. 


My Lord, Whiteball, May 8, 17223 
T]IS Majefty baving nothing more ac Hesre than the 
-Peace.and Safety of his good City of London, the 
ton-of its Inhabitants, and the Support of Publick 
redit, -has commanded me to acquaint your Lordthip, 
that he has receiv’d repeated and unqueftionable Advices, 
. feveral of his Subjects, forgeccing the Allegiance 
owe to his-Majefty, as well as the natural Love they 
= to bear'to their Country, have enter’d into a wicked 
Gonfpiracy, in concert with Tsaitors abroad, for raifing 
a Rebellion in this Kingdom-in Favour of a Popith Pre- 
4 » with a traiterous Defign to overthrow our excel- 
jet Confticution both in Church and State, and to fubject 
Proteftant free People to. Tyranny and Superfticion ; bur 
pestered, that ic will be a great Satisfaétion to 
Lordfhip and the City to find, that at the fame Time 
eer am order’d to-inform you ofthis Defign, I am 
ife commanded by his-Majefty to let you know, that 
“heis firmly-affur’d, chat coe Auchors of it neither are, 
*norwill be fupporced, nor evencountenanc’d by any fo- 
Power. .And as his Majefty has had timely Notice 
“of their wicked Machinations, and has made the proper 
‘Wilpoficions for-defeating them, he has no Reafon to doubr, 
“bat by the Continuance of the Blefling of Almighty God, 
and the ready Affiftance of his faichfut Subje@s, this Effore 
of the Malice of. his Enemies will be turn’d to their owa 
ion, 
: His Majefty’ sosten no doubt, but your Lordthip, purfu- 
ant.to the Truft repos’d in-you, will, in Conjunction 
“qwith the ocher. Magiffrates of his good City of London, 
exert, with the:utmoft Care and Vigilance, your Aucho- 
“aity at fo important a Conjuncture, for the Prefervation 
aa ve _— ened: ‘and tem of she City, ‘ 


io ee. ee. 
~ FOWNSHEND. 


The next-Day after: t sRectipe of .this Letter, being 
ghergth:of . fay, thé Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, and 
R cagrie ‘of ray — the hwo Adisefs .co 
y ; . 


fe 
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To the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. 


The humble Addrefs of the Lord Mayor and Court of Ald. 
men of the City of London. 


Moff gracious Sovereign, 
GUR Majefty having been gracioufly pleas’d 
fignify to the Lord Mayor, how much you havea 
Heart the Peace and Safety of your City of London, the 
Protection of its Inhabicants, and she Support of Publick 
Credit ; and that your Majefty has unqueftionable Advice 
of a wicked Confpiracy, enter’d into by fome of you 
Majefty’s Subjects, in Concere with Traitors abroad, far 
raifing a Rebellion in this Kingdom, in Favour of a-Pe 
pith Pretender to your Majetty’s Crown. 

We the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen of thig 
City, moft humbly intreat your Majefty’s Permiffion, t 
make this our immediate Approach to your Royal Pre 
fence, that we may return our moft humble and unfeigned 
Thanks, for this Inftance of your Majefty’s tender and 
indulgent Regard to your faithful and dutiful Subjects of 
this City, ind that we may have Leave to give your 
Majefty Affurances of our fteady and unalterable Affection 
and Zeal for your Royal Perfon and Government, and for 
the Continuance of the Proteftant Succeflion in your Royal 
Family. a 

And it is an unfpeakable Satisfaction tous, that we can 
at the fame Time congratulate your Majefty on the happy 
Suceefs of thofe Negociations, which have’ procurd 
Affurances, that thefe wicked and traiterous Purpoles 
will not be fupported or countenanc’d by any foreign 
Power, ' 

When we refie% on the many Bleflings which Briton 
enjoy, under the Protestion of a Prince, who makes the 
Laws of this Land his Rule for the Government of his 
People, when we confider that neither the Civil, or Re 
ligious Rights of your Majefty’s Subjects have imet with 
the leaft Inftance of Violation, fince your Majefty’s happy 
Acceflion to the Throne of théfe Realms, when we recok 
le&t your Majefty’s Royal Clemency <nd Benevolence, 
(fince the laft' Rebellion) to Numbers of thofe who had 
offended; in the higheft Deg¥ee, againft their’ King, and 
the Jaws of their Country, We cannot but exprefs thé 
urmoft Abhorrence of thofe vile and dereftable Perfons, 
who fhall again confpire.and atcempt to bring a free and 
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happy People under the Yoke and Tyranny of Superftici- 
on, and to involve this Nation in a State of Blood, Mile- 
ty, and utmoft Confufion. 

_ And as chefe muft be che unavoidable Confequences ar- 
tending any Enterprize to alter our prefent happy Efts- 
blifhment, and to introduce a Popith one ; 

As Englifomen. that value our Liberties, as honeft Men 
that have fworn Allegiafice to your Majefty, and who 
- abjur’d and renounc’d the Pretender, and as’ read 

iends to our excellert Conftitution in Church and Scace, 
al a Proteftane Prince at the Head of it) we beg 
Leave, in the moft folemn Manner, to declare to your 
Majefty, that as we are bound in Gratitude, we will 
ee esrelves in our feveral Stations, with the urmoft 

we and Vigilance, for the Prefervation of the publick 
Peace and Tranquillity, and for the reftoring of publick 
redics; and chat we will ufe our fincere and hearty 
Endeavours for the firm Support of your Majecfty upon 
tt Throne; and for the making your Reign eafy and 





_ And we donbt not, but by the Blefling of Almighty 
upon the Wifdom and Conduct of your Majefty, and 
Vigilance of your Councils, and the ready and chear- 

i Affiftance of your Majetty’s faithful Subjects, your 

jefty will entirely defeat and fruftrate the Malice and 

forts of all your Enemies, their Aiders and Aberters, and 

t their wicked Machinations. will be turn’d to cheie 
own Confufion, 

Stracey. 


"To which his Majefty was pleas’d to returt-the follow, 
ing moft gracious Anfwer. 


rou R-affettionate and cordial Affurances, upon this im- 
A portant Oceafion, of an unfbaken Zeal and Fidelity to 
my Perfon and Government, give me the greatefi Satis- 

ion. 
\ Your Interef? and mine are, and ever muft be infeparable, 
ad I doubt not but that, with the Bleffing of God, the Pre, 
cautions Ihave taken, and your firm Adlereace to our juft 
Caufe, will. foon convince our Enemies, that their wicked De- 
figns can end. in nothing but their owa Confufion,. 

You may depend upon my conftant Care and utmof? Endeas 
vours to fupport the publick Credit, to protect the Privileres 
and Properties of this great and opulent City, and to maintain 
the Religion, Laws, and Liberties of this Kingdom. 

Towards 
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Towards the End of March, the People call’d Quaker, 
prefenced thie following Addrefs to his Majefty, exprefling. 
their Thankfulnefs for the Act pafs’d the laft Seffion jm 


their Favour; of which a full Account has been given jp. 
this, and the next preceding Regiffers. 








To GEORGE King of - Great Britain, &c, 


The humble Addrefs of his Photefant Subjettss-call’d Quaker; 
_ in London. 


Excellent and Renowned Prince, 

HE gracious Favour, and legal Relief which hath 

“ fo lately been granted tous, whereby fuch of oug 
Friends, as were fubjected to Difficulty, Suffering, of 
Hindrance in their Bufinefs, or Civil Concerns, are now 
made eafy, do lay us under the greateft Senfe of Duty and 
Thankfulnefs to acknowledge the fame. 

The Neceflity of many of our Brethren, the mutual’ 
Defire of Peace and Harmony in all, (Reafons in them 
felves powerful, when exercifed only in human Affiiry 
but more fo when-referred to religious Coacerns) were our 
common Inducement to petition for this Relief, which the 
Begiflature hath been gracioufly pleafed to grant us; and 
which, after putting up due Praifes to Almighty. Got; 
highly calls for the Tribute of -our- humble Thanks to the 
King, whom we jufHy ‘do efteem Father-of his Country, 
a Lover of Mankind, and Defender of their civil ant 
seligions Rights, not only in his own Dominions, but 
alfo, by a Chriftian Interpofition, with other Princes on 
the Behalf of their oppreffed Subjects: “sig 

Thefe are princely Qualities, in themfelves~ amiablé 
and which muft render the King renowned, in future, as 
well as prefent Anfials, and give him the glorious Satif: 
faétion, that herein he hath for Pattern the Father of the 
Univerfe, the God ofPeace. fh: 

Our earneft Petitions to the Almighty are, that ee 
Great Prince, may’ft long enjoy the pleafant Froic | 
that Peace thow haft been \inftrumental to cftablith at 
Home and Abroad, and with’ Eafe and Delight. govera a 
happy, thankful,.and-free People ; and, by thy Royal 
Iffae, tranimit rchofes ineftimable Bleflings to lateft Po: 
fterity. , 


His 
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His Majefty’s moft gracious An{wer. 


Thank you for this dutiful Addrefi, I readily gave my 

Afent to the AEF pafs'd in your Favour, being convine'd 
by your paft Conduct, that you would make no other than an 
hone and confcientious Ufe of this farther Indulgence given 
you. ° 

The barbarous and {Carce to be parallel’d Attempt made 
on the Perfon of Edward Crifpe of Bury St. Edmund’s in 
the County of Suffolk; Efq; on che firft Day of Fanuary 
hit, by Arundel Coke, Efq; Barrifter at Law, and fohbz 
Woedburn, Labourer, both of the faid Bury St. Edmund’s 
has made fo much Noife, that it will not be amifs to give 
a particular Account of their Trial and Condemnarion, 
atthe Affizes for the County of Suffolk, held at Bury Se. 
‘Mmund’s, March 13, 177-4. 

They were indicted on the Statute of 22 & 23 Car Il. 
Gsp. 1. commonly call’d the Coventry Act, on the follow- 
ing Occafion. On the 21ft of December, in the Year 1670, 
Sir Thomas Sandys, Kt. Charles Obryan, Eq; Simon Parry, 
and Miles Reeves, with feveral others, fome on Horfeback, 
others orf Foot, made a violent and unhuman Attempt on 
Sir John Coventry, Knight of the Bath, one of the Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, and Member of the Houle of 
Commons, and upon his Servant William Wykes, whereby 
they loft feveral Goods; and the faid Sir fohn Coventry 
receiv’d divers Wounds, fome of which were given him 
in fach barbarous Manner, that fome of the Offenders 
held him, whilft others wounded him: For this Offence 
Bills of Indiétment of Felony and Robbery were found 
againft them by the Grand Jury for the City and Liberty 
of Wefiminfer: But they having fled from Juftice, nor 
daring to abide a legal Trial, the Parliament being then 
fitting, made an Aét, That if they did nor furrender 
themfelves by fuch a Day, nam’d in the Aét, they fhould 
fiffer perpetual Exile, and be for ever banifh’d trom all 
his Majefty’s Dominions; and if they return’d afrer che 
Day, then they fhould be adjudg’d to be conviéted of the 
ftid Felonies and Robberies without Benefit of Cergy: So 
far the Act relates only co them; but by the lift Claufe 
it is enacted} 

‘ That if any Perfon, after Fune 24, 1721, on Purpofe, 

and of Malice forethought, and by lying in wait, thal] 
unlawfully cut out or difable the Tongue, flit the Nofe, 
x © cur 
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© cut off a Nofe or Lip, or cut off or difable any Limb 
* or Member of any Subject of his Majefty, with Inte, 
$ tion, in fo doing, to main or disfigure in any the My,’ 
¢ ners before mention’d, fuch his Majefty’s Subject 5 tha 
* then, and in every fuch Cafe, the Perfon or Perfons 
© offending, their Counfellors, Aiders, and Aberr 

© (knowing of and privy to the Offence as aforefyid 
© fhall be, and are declar'd to be Felons, and fhall fue 
© Death as in Cafe of Felony, without Benefic, ¢ 
© Clergy. 





Upom this Claufe of the Act it was, that Coke anj 
Woodburn were indiéted, and brought to Trial, as was fiid 
above, at the aflizes at Bury, on the 13th of March. T; 
Evidence againft-them were, firft, ' 

Mr. Crifpe, who faid, He was invited by Mr. Coke, who 
marry’d his Sifter, together with Mr. Brown of Bury, who 
marry’d Mr. Coke’s Sifter, to bring their Families and fup 
with Mr. Coke on the rft of January laft: That after Sup 
per, about Ten at Night, Mr, Coke call’d him out, tog 
fee Mrs. Fanny Monk, as pretended ; that they took three q 
four Turns before her Houfe, (which was in the Church 
yard) and then Coke whiftled ; whereupon he was a litt 
alarm’d; but Coke taking hold of him, faid, ftand fill 
Brother, and immediately he felt a Blow from behind, 
and faw that it was another Perfon, not Coke, that firuck 
him, A fecond Blow following, knock’d him down, and 
he knew not what was done after that. Being atk’d by 
Coke, Whether he was by when he was knock’d down? 
Crifpe anfwer'’d, That Coke was clofe by as long as his 
Senfes lafted. Being afk’d by Council, Whether ang, and 
what Eftate or Advantage would have fallen to Coke by 
fuch his untimely Death? He faid, fomewhat more than 
100/. a Year. 

Then Mr. Brown was call’d, who depos’d, That he and 
his Family were that Night at Coke’s; the Women wer 
above at Cards ; he, Crifpe, and Coke, below in the Par 
lour. About Ten, Coke went out, and becken’d Crifpy 
who follow’d. Coke in 10 Minutes return’d alone, fome 
what out of Breath, as he thought, took a Glafs of Wine 
and‘drank to him, and then another: That he (Browt) 
afk’d what was become of Crifpe. Coke anfwer'd, Heis 
blunder’d Home in the Dark: That foon after Crifpe came 
in in that fad Condition. Coke feem’d in great Confler 
nation, and exprefs’d himfelf concern’d, that fuch af 
Accident fhould happen when he invited him to — 

h 
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Mr. Sturgeon, the Surgeon, depos’d, That being fent for, 
écame to Mr. Crifpe at Coke’s about Eleven, found him 
wrchedly cut in feven Places; firft, from -the right 
far thro’ the Cheek to the Upper Lip, juft under the 
Nofe, whereby his Teeth were laid bare, the Jaw-Bone 
damag’d, and his Cheek hanging down to his Shoulder ; 
another on the double Chin, a very deep Wound, from 
the Extremity of one Jaw-Bone to another. It will be 
tto tedious to defcribe the other Wounds, only that on the 
Nofe, becaufe ic was the Gift of the Indiétment. It was 
not downwards, nor quite overthwart; for the Ridge of 
the Nofe was nor touch’d; only on the right Side of the 
Nofe, where the Noftril begins to ftand out, ic was cut 
through, fo. as one might fee into the Noftril; but neie 
ther Bone nor Griftle was cut or damnify’d. The Wounds 
not heal’d, were all open’d, and fhown tothe Court and 





"Fie, the Conftable, depos’d, that he took up Woodburn 
on Coke’s Difcovery ; that then Woodburn confefs’d, and 
him where the Inftrument was with which he did 
/Mifchief; and he went and found it accordingly : 
poe in cour very weighty and fharp, and was 


Mac’d in Court: That Woodburn own’d to him he 
n’d it on Purpofe ; that Coke came out and whittled, 
aid then he went up behind Crifpe and ftruck him; that 
Gifpe faid, God damn it; .and that then it went to the 
try Heart of him, to think he was going tokill a Man 
it fhould die with an Oath in his Mouth; but that he 
fillow’d his Blows, and that, Coke was there the greateft 

Part of the Time. 

Wetheral, the Jailer, depos’d, That Coke confefs’d to 
him that he fet Woodburn to work, and deliver’d Cri/pe 
into his Hands; thac he was by till three or four Blows 
wete ftruck, and then he went away, concluding him to 
te dead; chat if Woodburn had not been a cowardly Dog, 
Grifpe had never liv’d co prate, if he had but cut his 
Wezand as he had order’d him. 

Moon, a Taylor, depos’d, that three Years and a half 
fince, Coke was faying to him, that Cri/pe was a good-for- 
nothing Fellow, and that it was no more Sin to kill him, 
than to kill a Dog ; that his Wife had a Trick at Play, and 
would fpend the Eftate, before he and his fhould come co 
it: That he did not care if he gave him ten or twenry 
Guineas to fet Crifpe afide. Moon told him, he thought 
tim but in Jeft. Coke anfwer’d, That he was in good 
ameft; why, where’s the Sin, added he, in killing fuch 

: x2 a one 
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a one as Crifpe? He was furpriz’d; but thought no mor 
of it until this Story came out, and chen declar’d he couli 
tell who did it, or fet other People on work to do it, x 
recollecting what had paft. 

Carter, a Blackfmith, depos’d, That Coke fent Woodbury 
to him, and when: he came to Coke, Coke talk’d a litth 
about Horfes, and Carter was to help him to one for his 
Weight; that 'tlien Coke faid, Carter, I think you have 





~ met with Loffes lately, you are in want of Iron and 


. 


Coals, and are afraid of a Goal; if you will do on 
Piece of Service for me, 1 will make a Man of you x 
long as you live? Can you keepa Secret, one of the 
biggeft in the World? Carter affur’d him, as well as any 
Man, either to ferve himfelf, or Friend. Well then, re 
ply’d Coke, Can you cut fix or feven Mens Heads off, 
without making any Confcience of ic? Carter return’d, 
That’s too much for any Man to bear. Coke then afk, 
Whether he fhould not like him for a Lordlord, and if 
he thought he could cut one Man’s Head off ? No. Pho, 
fays Coke, do you confider what has been doing above, and 
do you make a Scruple of cutting one Man’s Head off} 
I fuppofe, faid Carter, you mean the South-Sea Gentry, | 
do fo, faid Coke ; confider how many Families they have 
ruin’d, and brought Gentlemen of good Eftates to Begg. 
ry? Think what ic is, continu’d Coke, to have Plenty of 
Iron and Coals, to have all yotir Debts paid, and be able 
to look the World in the Face; nay, faid Coke, you need 
not work any more as long as youlive. If you ean’t cut 
a Man’s Head off, bring it to mein a Napkin, and hy 
it on the Table, you are no Man for me. I fuppole, 
Mafter Coke, faid Carter, -you are in Jeft, You Fool, 
fays Coke, do you think I fend for you to Joke with? 
Confider again, what it is to live well, and come to me 
two Days hence. Carter reply’d, He could do no fuch 
Thing. Why then, fays Coke, fend Woodburn to me, 
fiiid him out wherever he is, for I muft fend him to buy 
fome Larks. « ‘ 

Woodburn being afk’d what he could fay for himfelf, 
laid all che Blame upon Coke; that Coke had been rempt- 
ing and foliciting him for feveral Years paft to do it, 
buc he conftantly refus'd ; that the firft Thoughts he had 
of complying, was when his Wife dy’d, and he wanted 
a Crown to fet out the Bell for her. That that Morning 
when che Faét was done, Coke came to him feveral Times, 
encourag’d him, and, kept up his Heart, by giving him 

Promilfts 
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Promifes and a great deal of Brandy: That Coke bid him 
feveral Times be fure he did not ftrike him inftead of 
Crifpe : That he came at the Whiftle: Ceke took him by 
the Sleeve, pull’d him up to Cri/pe behind, and then ftepe 
back a Step or two; that on the “firft or fecond Stroak, 
Crifpe, who, as Woodburn faid, was never heard to {wear 
before, faid Damn it, by Way of Surprize. Dees he 
fwear, fays Coke, do his Bufinefs. Coke was there till 
three or four Blows were firuck ; and that he, Uocdburn, 
Ieft him for dead. That the Day after Woodburn was firit 
-examin’d, Coke came to him, and faid, Woodburn, you 
have kept to your. Story well, go about ycur Work, and 
look Lold ; for if you look down, they'll fufpect you. 
We thall be examin’d again and again perhaps; but keep 
you to your Text, and I'll bear you out. We fhall have 
him another Time. 

Coke, in his Defence, only faid, that it was a very 
~ Penal Act, and that no body had ever been executed upon 
it, and infifted, that his Intention was not to main or 
disfigure, but to kill; and pray’d his Counfel, who were 
Mr. Price of Colchefer, and Mr. Harvey of Bury, mighe 
have Leave tofpeak to that. But he was anfwer'd, thar 
his Intention muft be left to the Jury: That he mighe 
have two Intentions, to murder and to main; and thac 
tho’ one was not executed, and the other was, that irc 
Was impoflible to intend te murder in that Manner, or 
with that Inftrument, without an Intention to maim or 
disfigure ; he that ihtends the End, intends the neceflary 
Means ; but-concluded, that this was a Fact to be left to 
sthe Jury. The Jury in a Quarter of an Hour return’d, 
and brought them both in Guilty. The next Day they 
were brought to the Bar, and Sentence of Death pafi'd 
upon them. 





Upon the Trial, a violent Sufpicion appear’d, that Coke 
had before this hir’d Woodburn to poifon Mr. Crifpe’s Child ; 
and being afk’d concerning it at the Place of Execttion, 
‘he would not confefs the Poyfoning, only faid, “twas 
fo long ago, he could not remember it: But VW ocdburn 
did confefs, that he gave Mr. Crifpe’s Child two Suger- 
Plums by Cuvke’s Order, and that he dy’d fome fhort 
Time after. They were both executed on the 3:{t of 
March ; Coke at Seven in the Morning, Woodburn about 
One in the Afternoon: Coke dy’d very fullen, Lut Woodburn 
penitent. 

4 tisT 
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A LIST of all the Peers that have been created, call’d wp 
by Writ in vita Patris, and promoted in their Peerage dup 
ing this Reign. 


Barons 19- 
Nicholas Lechmere, Efg; — E. Lechmere. 
Matthew Ducy Moreton, E/g; . L. Ducy. 
Sir Thomas Parker, Kt, L. Parker. 
George Cholmondeley, L. 
Newborough of Ireland $ E. Mewbossagh, 
Bennet Sherrard L, Sherrard 
of Ireland | E. Harborough. 
Sir Richard Temple, Bart. L. Cobham. 
Ja pega V.Caftleton® 7 si underfon of Saxby. 
Sir Robert Marfham, Bart. L. Romney. 
William Cadogan, E/fg; L. Cadogan. 
Thomas Newport, E/q; - L. Torrington. 
Sir Kichard Onflow, Bart, L. Onflow. 
Thomas Coningefby, L. ss 
ningefby of Ireland 
Gervafe Pierpoint, V. saa 
glafs o, Ireland 
Henry Boyle, E/q; L. Carleton, 
Richard Lumley, E/9; L. Lumley. 
Anthony de Grey, E/q; L. Lucas of Crudwel. 
Charles Pawlet, Efq; Z. St. John of Bafing. 
Peregrine Bertie, £/9; L. Willoughby of Erefby. 
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L. Goningefby. 


L. Pierpoint. 


Vifcounts ro. 
Sir George Byng, Fare. V. Torrington. 
Simon Harcourt, Z. Harcourt. %. Harcourt. 
John Wallop, E/9; ¥. Limingron. ' 
Hugh Bofcawen, Ef; V. Falmouth. 
Bennet Sherrard, L, Harborough. ¥. Sherrard, 
Richard Temple, L.Covham. ¥. Cobham. 
James Stanhope, E/g; V. Stanhope. 
Sir Henry Sr. John, Bart. V, St. John, 
James Saunderfun,Z. Saunderfon. PF, Caftleron. 
Henry O Brien, E. f Tho® p> Tadcafter,. 
raond ia Ireland = 
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Thomas Farmer, L. Lemfter 
Thomas L. Parker 
James Saunderfon, V. Caftleton 
Bennet Sherrard, V. Sherrard 
Thomas Coningefby, L. Co-% 
ningefby 
William Cadogan, L. Cadogan 
James Stanhope, V. Stanhope 
William Cowper, L. Cowper 
Talb. Yelverron, ¥. Longueville 
Charles Montague, LZ. Halifax 
Thomas Holles Pelham,Z.Pelliam 
John Harvey, L. Harvey 
Heneage Finch, L, Guernfey 
Charles Bennet, L. Offulfton 
Lewis Watfon, L. Rockingham 
James Bridges, L. Chandos 
Henry Paget, L. Paget @ Burton 


Earls 17. 


E. of Pontefract. 


. E. of Macclesfield. 


E. of Caftleton. 
E. of Harborough 


E. Coningefby. 


E. Cadogan. 

E, Stanhope. 

E. Cowper. 

E. of Suffex. 

E. of Halifax. 

E. of Clare, 

E. of Briftol. 

E, of Aylesford. 
#. of Tankerville, 
E. of Rockingham 
E. of Caernarvon, 
E. of Uxbridge. 


Marquefs 1. 


Thortas Wharton, E. of Whar- 
ton 


M. of Wharton and 
Malmetbury. 


Dukes 12. | 


Scroop Egerton, E. of tea 
water 

Lionel Cranfield Sackville, E. 
of Dorfet and Middlefex $ 

John Campbe!l, E. of Green- 
wich, D. of Argyle $ 

James Bridges, E. of Caernar- 
von 

Charles Montague, E. of Man- 
chefter. 

Philip Wharton, . of Wharton 

Henry Bentinck, £. of Portland 

Thomas Holles Pelham, E. of 
Clare . : 

Evelyn Pierpoint, M. of Dor- 
chefter 

Robert Bertie, M. of Lindfey 

His Highnefs Pr. Frederick 


D. of Bridgwater. 
D. of Dorfec, 
D.of Greenwich. 
D. of Chandos. 


D. of Manchefter. 


D. of Wharton. 
D. of Portland. 


D. of Newcaftle. 


D.of Kingfton. 


D. Ancafter & Kefteven. 
D, of Gloucefter. 


His Highnefs Erneft Bifbop of } D. of York. 


Ofnabrugh 


Peereffes 
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Peereffes created 5. 
Margaret Coningefby Vifcountefs Coningetby, 
Carteret Countefs of Ganville, 
Erengard Melofine Schulen- 
bourgh,Dutche/s of Munfter Dutchefs of Kendal. 
in Ireland : ‘ 
Charlotte Platen, Counte/s of Barone/s of Brentford and 
Leinfter iz Ireland Counte/s of Darlington, 
Baronefs of  Alborough 
Schulembourg and Countefs of Wal. 
fingham. 





Moneys advanc’d and paid off in the Exchequer, on the 
‘ following Funds, to Fume 12, 1722. 


Int, Exchequer. Advanc'd. Paid off. Numb, 


Sth 3 Shilling Aid 1410000 |1§71041 1539 
gth 3 Shilling Aid 141000 | 973564 1951 
Malc 1719 700000 | 625758 1262 
Malt 1720 7oo900 | 604000 934 
Coals — 228787 | 203917 7142 


All the Blanks and Benefits in the Lottery 1710, that 
are unfubfcrib’d, and due at Michaelmas 1721, are in 
Courfe of Payment. 





